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RAPTOR by METRA Electronics PRO Series RDB3 2-Position
Ground Distribution Block Instruction Manual

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the proper installation, operation, and maintenance of your
RAPTOR by METRA Electronics PRO Series RDB3 2-Position Ground Distribution Block. Please read
these instructions thoroughly before installation to ensure safe and correct usage.

The RDB3 Ground Distribution Block is designed to efficiently distribute a single large gauge ground wire
into multiple smaller gauge ground wires, providing a reliable common ground point for various automotive
electronic components.

SAFETY INFORMATION

Always disconnect the vehicle's battery negative terminal before performing any electrical installation or
maintenance.

Ensure all wiring connections are secure and properly insulated to prevent short circuits and electrical
hazards.

Use appropriate wire gauges as specified for your audio system and the distribution block to prevent
overheating and potential damage.

Mount the distribution block in a dry, secure location away from moving parts, excessive heat, and
moisture.

If you are unsure about any part of the installation process, consult a qualified professional installer.

PACKAGE CONTENTS

RAPTOR RDB3 2-Position Ground Distribution Block (1 unit)

PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The RAPTOR RDB3 is a compact and robust ground distribution block designed for automotive
applications. It features a single input terminal and two output terminals, allowing for efficient power
distribution. The conductor block is 24K gold-plated for optimal conductivity and corrosion resistance.
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Connections are secured using 3mm Allen screws.

This image displays the RAPTOR RDB3 2-Position Ground Distribution Block. The larger component shows the gold-
plated brass conductor block with three hexagonal screw terminals, designed for one input and two outputs, mounted

within a black plastic base. A flexible black loop is attached to the base, likely for securing the cover. The transparent dark
gray cover, featuring the 'RAPTOR' logo and a honeycomb pattern, is shown detached above the base. A smaller, fully

assembled view of the distribution block is visible in the lower right, illustrating its compact size when closed.

SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Follow these steps for proper installation of the RDB3 Ground Distribution Block:

1. Preparation: Disconnect the negative terminal of your vehicle's battery to prevent electrical shorts
during installation.

2. Mounting Location: Select a dry, secure, and easily accessible location for the distribution block.
Ensure the mounting surface is flat and stable.

3. Secure Mounting: Use appropriate screws (not included) to firmly attach the distribution block's base to
the chosen mounting surface. Ensure it is stable and will not vibrate loose.

4. Input Wire Connection: Connect the main ground wire (1/0 AWG or 4 AWG) from your vehicle's
chassis or battery negative terminal to the input terminal of the distribution block. Loosen the 3mm Allen



screw, insert the stripped wire end, and tighten securely.

5. Output Wire Connections: Connect the ground wires (4 AWG or 8 AWG) from your amplifiers or other
electronic components to the two output terminals of the distribution block. Loosen the 3mm Allen
screws, insert the stripped wire ends, and tighten each securely.

6. Verify Connections: Double-check all wire connections to ensure they are tight and that no stray wire
strands are present that could cause a short circuit.

7. Install Cover: Place the protective transparent cover over the distribution block and ensure it snaps
securely into place. This cover protects the terminals from accidental contact and environmental
elements.

8. Reconnect Battery: Reconnect the negative terminal of your vehicle's battery.

OPERATION

The RAPTOR RDB3 Ground Distribution Block is a passive component. Once properly installed, it
functions by providing a common, low-resistance ground path for multiple electronic devices in your
vehicle. There are no active controls or operational steps required after installation.

MAINTENANCE

Regular Inspection: Periodically inspect the distribution block and all connected wires for any signs of
corrosion, loose connections, or damage.

Cleaning: If necessary, gently clean the terminals and housing with a dry, soft cloth. Do not use
abrasive cleaners or solvents. Ensure the battery is disconnected before cleaning.

Connection Check: Re-tighten the Allen screws if any connections appear loose.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Poor audio
quality or
component
malfunction

Loose ground
connection at the
distribution block or
chassis.

Disconnect battery, inspect and re-tighten all ground
connections. Ensure chassis ground point is clean and free of
paint/rust.

Corrosion on
terminals

Exposure to
moisture or harsh
environment.

Disconnect battery, clean terminals with a non-abrasive brush
and contact cleaner. Ensure cover is properly sealed. Consider
relocating if exposed to excessive moisture.

Block feels hot
Overloaded circuit or
undersized wires.

Verify that the wire gauges used are appropriate for the current
draw of the connected components. Ensure all connections are
tight. If problem persists, consult a professional.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Model Number RDB3



Input Gauge (1) 1/0 AWG or 4 AWG

Output Gauge (2) 4 AWG or 8 AWG

Plating 24K Gold-plated

Fastener Type 3mm Allen Screws

Connector Type Screw

Number of Contacts 1 Input, 2 Outputs

Material Plastic (Housing), Brass (Conductor)

Dimensions (L x W x H) 6 x 4.13 x 1.8 inches

Item Weight 6.9 ounces

Manufacturer METRA ELECTRONICS

Compliance RoHS

Mounting Type DIN Rail Mount (Note: Typically surface-mounted in automotive applications)

Feature Specification

WARRANTY INFORMATION

Specific warranty details for the RAPTOR RDB3 Ground Distribution Block are not provided in this manual.
For information regarding warranty coverage, terms, and conditions, please refer to the official RAPTOR or
METRA Electronics website, or contact their customer support directly. Keep your proof of purchase for
warranty claims.

SUPPORT AND CONTACT INFORMATION

For technical support, product inquiries, or further assistance, please visit the official website of RAPTOR
or METRA Electronics. You can typically find contact information, FAQs, and additional resources on their
support pages.

Website: Refer to your product packaging or search online for 'RAPTOR Car Audio' or 'METRA
Electronics'.
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Raptor RA20302 Watch Operating Instructions
Detailed operating instructions for the Raptor RA20302 watch, covering timekeeper mode, alarm
settings, stopwatch functions, and time/date adjustment.

FMI Rear Lower Link Frame Skids Installation Guide for 2021+ Ford Raptor Gen 3
Detailed installation instructions for FMI Rear Lower Link Frame Skids, designed to protect the
lower link mounts on the 2021 and newer Ford Raptor Gen 3. Includes kit contents, required tools,
and step-by-step guidance.

FMI Racing 3rd Gen Raptor Bump Stop Kit Installation Instructions (2021-Up)
Detailed installation guide for the FMI Racing 3rd Generation Raptor Bump Stop Kit for 2021 and
newer Ford Raptor models. Includes parts list, tools required, disassembly steps, and installation
procedures.

Flycolor Raptor 5 Series ESC User Manual
User manual for the Flycolor Raptor 5 series of Electronic Speed Controllers (ESCs), detailing
features, specifications, wiring, programming parameters, and operational guidance for multi-rotor
applications.

Flycolor Raptor 5 Series Brushless ESC User Manual
Comprehensive user manual for the Flycolor Raptor 5 series of brushless electronic speed
controllers (ESCs), detailing features, specifications, wiring, programming parameters, and
operational guidelines for multi-rotor aircraft.

Addictive Desert Designs Phantom Front Bumper Installation Guide for 22+ Ford Raptor
Comprehensive installation guide for the Addictive Desert Designs Phantom Front Bumper,
designed for the 2022+ Ford Raptor. This guide covers preparation, removal of the stock bumper,
installation of the new bumper, and final checks, detailing all necessary tools and hardware.
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