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Engine Zone Control Cable Instruction Manual
Model: LM-532168552-DL130 | Brand: UpStart Components

1. INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

This manual provides instructions for the installation, operation, and maintenance of the UpStart Components
532168552 Engine Zone Control Cable. This cable is designed as a replacement part for Craftsman 917387261
Lawn Mowers and is compatible with the 156577 cable.

The engine zone control cable is a critical component that allows the user to engage and disengage the lawn
mower's engine and blade. Proper installation and maintenance ensure safe and effective operation of your lawn
mower.
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Figure 1: Full view of the UpStart Components 532168552 Engine Zone Control Cable. This image displays the entire length of the
cable, including both ends and the black protective conduit.

Key features of this replacement cable include premium quality materials for durability and a design intended for
straightforward at-home installation. It offers an economical solution to restore the functionality of your lawn mower's
engine control system.

2. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Before beginning installation, ensure the lawn mower's engine is off and the spark plug wire is disconnected to
prevent accidental starting. Always wear appropriate safety gear, including gloves and eye protection.

2.1 Compatibility Check

It is crucial to verify that this replacement cable matches your original part. Compare the specifications of this cable
with your existing one. This cable features a conduit length of 54 inches, an inner wire length of 60 inches, and a
wire travel of 6 inches.



2.2 Removal of Old Cable

1. Locate the engine zone control cable on your lawn mower. It typically runs from the handle assembly down to
the engine or deck.

2. Disconnect the cable from the engine or deck mechanism. This usually involves unhooking a Z-bend or spring-
loaded connection.

3. Disconnect the cable from the control lever on the handle. This may require removing a retaining clip or screw.

4. Carefully remove the old cable, noting its routing path to ensure the new cable is installed correctly.

2.3 Installation of New Cable

1. Route the new cable along the same path as the old one, ensuring it is not pinched or kinked. Use any
existing cable guides or clips.

2. Attach one end of the new cable to the control lever on the handle. Secure it with any necessary clips or
screws.

Figure 2: Close-up view of one end of the cable, showing the Z-bend hook and the black plastic housing. This end typically
connects to the engine or deck mechanism.

3. Connect the other end of the cable to the engine or deck mechanism. Ensure the Z-bend or other connection
type is securely fastened.

Figure 3: Close-up view of the opposite end of the cable, featuring a different attachment point with a plastic clip. This end
typically connects to the control lever on the handle.

4. Verify that the cable moves freely and that the control lever operates the engine/blade mechanism correctly.

5. Reconnect the spark plug wire.



3. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

After successful installation, the engine zone control cable facilitates the safe operation of your lawn mower. When
the control lever on the handle is engaged (typically by holding it down), the cable pulls a mechanism that allows the
engine to run and the blade to spin. Releasing the lever disengages the engine and stops the blade, acting as a
safety feature.

Always ensure the cable provides smooth and responsive control. If there is any stiffness or delay in
engagement/disengagement, inspect the cable for proper routing and connection.

4. MAINTENANCE

To ensure the longevity and reliable performance of your engine zone control cable, consider the following
maintenance tips:

Regular Inspection: Periodically check the cable for signs of wear, fraying, kinks, or damage to the outer
conduit.

Cleanliness: Keep the cable and its connection points free from dirt, grass clippings, and debris. A clean cable
operates more smoothly.

Lubrication: While not always necessary for sealed cables, if the cable feels stiff, a small amount of light
lubricant applied to the inner wire at the ends (where it exits the conduit) can improve movement. Avoid over-
lubricating, as it can attract dirt.

Secure Connections: Ensure all connection points at the handle and engine/deck are secure and free from
corrosion.

Figure 4: The engine zone control cable coiled for storage or display, illustrating its overall length and the distinct attachment
mechanisms at each end. Regular inspection of these ends is crucial for proper function.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues after installing the replacement cable, consider the following:



Engine Not Starting/Blade Not Engaging:

Check that both ends of the cable are securely connected to the control lever and the engine/deck
mechanism.

Ensure the cable is routed correctly and not snagged or pinched, which could prevent full travel.

Verify that the control lever on the handle is fully engaged.

Cable Feels Stiff or Sticky:

Inspect the cable for kinks or bends in the conduit.

Clean any debris from the cable ends and connection points.

Apply a small amount of light lubricant to the inner wire where it enters/exits the conduit.

Cable Length Discrepancy:

While this cable is designed for specific models, slight variations in mower models or previous repairs
might lead to minor length differences.

If the cable is slightly too long, it may prevent full engagement. In some cases, experienced users might
consider shortening the inner wire and re-terminating it with a suitable coupler, but this requires
specialized tools and expertise. It is generally recommended to ensure the correct cable length is
purchased for your specific mower model.

6. SPECIFICATIONS

Specification Detail

Manufacturer UpStart Components

Item Model Number LM-532168552-DL130

ASIN B086PY19N4

Conduit Length 54 inches

Inner Wire Length 60 inches

Wire Travel 6 inches

Compatible Part Numbers 156577, 156581, 168552, 532156581, 532168552

Compatible Lawn Mower Craftsman 917387261

7. WARRANTY INFORMATION

This product is a replacement part manufactured by UpStart Components. Any warranties for this product are
offered solely by UpStart Components and are not affiliated with the original equipment manufacturer (OEM)
warranties.

For specific details regarding warranty coverage, terms, and conditions, please contact UpStart Components
directly. Keep your proof of purchase for any warranty claims.

8. SUPPORT INFORMATION



Should you require further assistance with the installation, operation, or troubleshooting of your UpStart
Components Engine Zone Control Cable, please contact the manufacturer directly.

For the most current support contact information, please refer to the official UpStart Components website or the
retailer from whom the product was purchased.

© 2024 UpStart Components. All rights reserved.
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