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Model: D-18E Modern Deluxe (10D18EMODERNDELUXE)

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the setup, operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of your Martin D-18E
Modern Deluxe Acoustic-Electric Guitar. The D-18E Modern Deluxe combines vintage-inspired design with modern
enhancements, featuring a Sitka Spruce Vintage Tone System (VTS) top, genuine mahogany back and sides, and Fishman Aura
VT Enhance electronics for amplified performance. Please read this manual thoroughly to ensure proper care and optimal
performance of your instrument.
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Figure 1: Front view of the Martin D-18E Modern Deluxe Acoustic-Electric Guitar. This image displays the natural finish, spruce top,
mahogany back and sides, and the classic dreadnought body shape.

SETUP

1. Unpacking and Initial Inspection

Carefully remove your guitar from its hardshell gig bag. Inspect the instrument for any signs of damage that may have occurred
during shipping. Ensure all components, including the guitar and gig bag, are present. The hardshell gig bag is designed to protect
your instrument during transport and storage.



Figure 2: Angled view of the D-18E Modern Deluxe, highlighting the body and neck joint. This perspective shows the guitar's overall
construction and finish.



2. Tuning the Guitar

Before playing, tune your guitar using a reliable electronic tuner. The standard tuning for a 6-string guitar is E-A-D-G-B-e (from
thickest to thinnest string). Gently turn the tuning machine heads to adjust the pitch of each string until it matches the desired
note.

3. Connecting to Amplification (Fishman Aura VT Enhance)

Your D-18E Modern Deluxe is equipped with Fishman Aura VT Enhance electronics. To amplify your guitar:

1. Connect a standard 1/4 inch (6.35mm) instrument cable to the output jack located at the bottom of the guitar.

2. Connect the other end of the cable to your amplifier, PA system, or audio interface.

3. Ensure the amplifier or system is powered off before connecting or disconnecting the cable to prevent damage.



Figure 3: Detail of the guitar's bridge and saddle, indicating the integrated Fishman Aura VT Enhance pickup system. This system captures
the guitar's natural acoustic tone for amplification.

OPERATING THE GUITAR

1. Acoustic Playback

The D-18E Modern Deluxe is designed for rich acoustic tone. Its Sitka Spruce VTS top and mahogany construction provide a
balanced and resonant sound. Experiment with different picking and strumming techniques to explore the full dynamic range of the
instrument.

2. Using the Fishman Aura VT Enhance Electronics

The Fishman Aura VT Enhance system allows for versatile amplified sound. Controls are typically located discreetly within the
soundhole or on the upper bout of the guitar. Refer to the specific Fishman documentation for detailed control functions, which
usually include volume, tone, and blend controls for the Enhance transducer.

Volume Control: Adjusts the overall output level when amplified.

Tone Control: Shapes the treble and bass frequencies of the amplified sound.

Enhance Control: Blends in the Enhance transducer, which adds body resonance and percussive elements to the sound.

MAINTENANCE

1. General Care and Storage

To preserve the integrity and tone of your guitar, store it in its hardshell gig bag when not in use. Maintain a stable environment
with relative humidity between 45-55% and a temperature between 70-75°F (21-24°C). Extreme fluctuations in humidity or
temperature can cause damage to the wood.





Figure 4: Rear view of the D-18E Modern Deluxe, showcasing the genuine mahogany back and the neck profile. Proper care of these wood
components is crucial for the guitar's longevity.

2. Cleaning

Body: Wipe down the body with a soft, lint-free cloth after each use to remove fingerprints and sweat. For deeper cleaning, use
a guitar-specific polish designed for gloss finishes.

Fretboard: Periodically clean the ebony fretboard with a damp cloth to remove grime. Apply a small amount of fretboard
conditioner (e.g., lemon oil) to prevent drying, but avoid over-application.

Strings: Wipe strings with a clean cloth after playing to extend their life and maintain tone.

3. String Replacement

Replace strings regularly, typically every 1-3 months depending on playing frequency. Use light gauge acoustic guitar strings for
optimal performance. When replacing strings, change them one at a time to maintain neck tension. Refer to online resources or a
qualified technician for detailed string changing instructions.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Issue Possible Cause Solution

Poor
Tuning
Stability

New strings not stretched, worn strings,
environmental changes, faulty tuning
machine.

Stretch new strings thoroughly. Replace old strings. Allow guitar to
acclimate to environment. Inspect tuning machines for looseness.

No Sound
When
Amplified

Cable not fully inserted, amplifier off,
dead battery in electronics, faulty cable.

Ensure cable is fully seated. Turn on amplifier. Check and replace
9V battery (if applicable to Fishman system). Try a different cable.

Buzzing or
Rattling
Noise

Loose hardware, fret buzz, string action
too low, environmental changes.

Check all screws and nuts. Adjust playing technique. If persistent,
consult a qualified guitar technician for action adjustment or fret
leveling.

For issues not covered here or if problems persist, it is recommended to consult a certified Martin Guitar technician or an
experienced luthier.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Model Number 10D18EMODERNDELUXE

Body Type D-14 Fret Dreadnought

Top Material Sitka Spruce with VTS (Vintage Tone System)

Back & Side Material Genuine Mahogany

Neck Material Mahogany

Fretboard Material Ebony Wood



Number of Strings 6

Scale Length 25.4 inches

Electronics Fishman Aura VT Enhance

Connector Type 1/4 inch (6.35mm) jack

Included Accessories Hardshell Gig Bag

Item Weight 22 pounds

Product Dimensions 47 x 20 x 9 inches

Feature Detail

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Your Martin D-18E Modern Deluxe Acoustic-Electric Guitar is covered by a manufacturer's warranty. Please refer to the warranty
card included with your purchase or visit the official Martin Guitar website for detailed warranty terms and conditions. For technical
support, service, or parts, contact Martin Guitar customer service directly through their official website or authorized dealers.
No official product videos from the seller were found in the provided data for this manual.
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