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microSHIFT MSH-SB-R482

microSHIFT R8 Drop Bar Shift Lever Set
Model: MSH-SB-R482 | 2 x 8-Speed | Shimano Compatible

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides comprehensive instructions for the installation, operation, and maintenance of your
microSHIFT R8 Drop Bar Shift Lever Set. Designed for 2 x 8-speed drivetrains, these levers offer reliable shifting
performance and are compatible with Shimano road systems. Please read this manual thoroughly before installation
and use to ensure proper function and longevity of your components.

Image: microSHIFT R8 Drop Bar Shift Lever Set (Pair)

This image displays the complete microSHIFT R8 Drop Bar Shift Lever Set, featuring both the left and right levers. The design is
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ergonomic, intended for integration with drop handlebars, and includes the shift and brake levers.

SAFETY INFORMATION

Always prioritize safety when working with bicycle components. Improper installation or maintenance can lead to
serious injury or damage to your bicycle.

Ensure all bolts are tightened to the manufacturer's specified torque settings.

If you are unsure about any installation step, consult a professional bicycle mechanic.

Regularly inspect your shift levers and cables for wear or damage. Replace worn components immediately.

Wear appropriate safety gear, such as gloves and eye protection, during installation and maintenance.

PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all items are present in the package before beginning installation.

microSHIFT R8 Drop Bar Shift Lever (Left)

microSHIFT R8 Drop Bar Shift Lever (Right)

Shift Cables (2)

Shift Cable Housing (2)

SETUP AND INSTALLATION

This section outlines the steps for installing the microSHIFT R8 Shift Lever Set onto your bicycle's handlebars and
connecting the cables.

1. Handlebar Mounting

1. Ensure your handlebars are clean and free of grease.

2. Slide the shift levers onto the handlebars from the ends. Position them ergonomically for comfortable reach to
both brake and shift levers.

3. Tighten the clamp bolts (usually located under the hood) to secure the levers. Refer to your handlebar
manufacturer's specifications for torque settings, typically around 5-7 Nm.



Image: microSHIFT R8 Left Shift Lever

This image provides a detailed view of the left microSHIFT R8 shift lever, highlighting the ergonomic hood and the main lever body.
This perspective is useful for understanding the mounting mechanism.

2. Cable Routing (External)
The R8 levers feature external shift cable routing for ease of installation and maintenance.

1. Locate the shift cable entry port on the lever body, typically under the hood.



2. Insert the shift cable head into the lever mechanism.

3. Route the shift cable through the provided housing. Ensure the housing length is appropriate, allowing for
smooth handlebar turning without kinking.

4. Connect the shift cable to the front and rear derailleurs according to their respective manufacturer's
instructions.

5. Secure the cable with the derailleur's pinch bolt and trim excess cable, leaving a few centimeters for
adjustment. Install a cable end cap.



Image: microSHIFT R8 Right Shift Lever

This image shows a detailed view of the right microSHIFT R8 shift lever, providing a clear look at the lever's profile and the "R8
double" branding. This view can assist in identifying cable routing points.

3. Brake Cable Installation

1. Insert the brake cable head into the designated slot within the brake lever.

2. Route the brake cable through the brake housing.



3. Connect the brake cable to your caliper or cantilever brakes.

4. Adjust brake tension and ensure proper brake function before riding.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

The microSHIFT R8 levers feature a separate dedicated lever for up- and down-shifts.

Shifting Up (to a larger cog/chainring): Push the main shift lever (the larger paddle behind the brake lever)
inwards towards the handlebar.

Shifting Down (to a smaller cog/chainring): Push the smaller lever (located just below the main shift lever)
inwards towards the handlebar.

Braking: Pull the main brake lever towards the handlebar.

Always shift smoothly and avoid excessive force. Practice shifting while stationary before riding to become familiar
with the lever action.

MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures optimal performance and extends the lifespan of your microSHIFT R8 levers.

Cleaning: Wipe down the levers and hoods with a damp cloth. Avoid harsh chemicals that may damage the
finish or rubber.

Cable Inspection: Periodically check shift and brake cables for fraying, rust, or kinks. Replace cables and
housing if any damage is observed or if shifting/braking performance degrades. The external routing makes
cable replacement straightforward.

Hood and Face Plate: The R8 levers feature replaceable hood covers and face plates. If these components
become worn or damaged, they can be replaced to restore appearance and grip.

Lubrication: Apply a small amount of bicycle-specific lubricant to the pivot points of the levers and where
cables enter the housing to ensure smooth operation.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Common issues and their potential solutions.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Difficulty
shifting gears

Stretched or dirty cables, misaligned
derailleur, incorrect cable tension.

Inspect and clean/replace cables and housing. Adjust
derailleur limits and cable tension.

Brakes feel
spongy or
weak

Stretched brake cable, worn brake
pads, misaligned calipers.

Adjust brake cable tension. Check and replace brake
pads if worn. Align brake calipers.

Levers feel stiff
or sticky

Lack of lubrication, dirt ingress,
damaged internal mechanism.

Clean and lubricate pivot points. If problem persists,
professional inspection may be required.

SPECIFICATIONS



Feature Detail

Model MSH-SB-R482

Drivetrain Speeds 2 x 8-Speed

Compatibility Shimano Road (8-speed)

Brake Lever Actuation Short Pull

Shift Cable Routing External

Material Aluminum (Handle), Rubber (Hoods)

Color Black

Item Weight 240 Grams (approx. 8.5 ounces)

Included Components Brake/Shift Lever Pair, Cables, Housing

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information and technical support, please contact microSHIFT directly through their official website or
authorized distributors. Keep your proof of purchase for warranty claims.

For further assistance or detailed technical diagrams, refer to the microSHIFT official website or consult a certified
bicycle mechanic.

© 2024 microSHIFT. All rights reserved.
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