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Model: GD40CS18

1. IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

Always read and understand all safety warnings and instructions before operating this chainsaw. Failure to
follow these instructions may result in electric shock, fire, and/or serious injury.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Always wear safety glasses, hearing protection, head
protection, heavy-duty gloves, and safety footwear. Consider leg protection (chainsaw chaps) for
added safety.

Work Area Safety: Keep the work area clean and well-lit. Do not operate chainsaws in explosive
atmospheres, such as in the presence of flammable liquids, gases, or dust. Keep children and
bystanders away.

Electrical Safety: Avoid body contact with earthed or grounded surfaces. Do not expose power tools
to rain or wet conditions.

Chainsaw Specific Safety:

Kickback: Be aware of kickback, which can occur when the moving chain at the tip of the guide
bar contacts an object, or when the wood closes in and pinches the saw chain in the cut. Avoid
cutting with the tip of the guide bar.

Proper Grip: Always hold the chainsaw firmly with both hands, with thumbs and fingers
encircling the chainsaw handles.

Clear Work Area: Ensure there are no obstacles in your cutting path and that you have a stable
footing.

Maintenance: Keep chains sharp and properly tensioned. Ensure the automatic oiler is
functioning and the oil tank is filled.

2. PRODUCT OVERVIEW
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The Greenworks GD40CS18 is a 40V cordless chainsaw designed for efficient wood cutting. It features a
brushless motor for extended runtime and durability, a 40 cm (16 inch) guide bar, and an automatic chain
oiling system.

Figure 2.1: Greenworks GD40CS18
40V Cordless Chainsaw. This image

shows the overall design of the
chainsaw, highlighting its green and
black color scheme and the 16-inch

guide bar.

Figure 2.2: Chainsaw in action. The
image depicts the chainsaw cutting

through a log, demonstrating its
operational use.

Components:

Chainsaw Body (Motor Housing)

Guide Bar (40 cm / 16 inch)

Saw Chain

Front Handle

Rear Handle

Hand Guard / Chain Brake

Safety Lock-Off Button

Trigger Switch

Oil Tank Cap

Transparent Oil Level Indicator

Tool-less Chain Tensioning Knob

Battery Compartment

3. ASSEMBLY

The chainsaw may require some assembly before first use. Follow these steps carefully.

3.1 Installing the Guide Bar and Chain

1. Ensure the battery is removed from the chainsaw.

2. Loosen the two nuts on the side cover and remove the cover.

3. Place the chain around the sprocket and then fit it into the groove of the guide bar.



4. Position the guide bar onto the chainsaw studs, ensuring the chain is correctly seated around the
drive sprocket.

5. Replace the side cover and hand-tighten the nuts. Do not fully tighten yet.

6. Adjust the chain tension using the tool-less tensioning knob. Turn the knob clockwise to increase
tension and counter-clockwise to decrease. The chain should be snug but still able to be pulled freely
by hand.

7. Once tension is set, fully tighten the two nuts on the side cover.

Figure 3.1: Tool-less chain
tensioning. This image illustrates the

mechanism for adjusting chain
tension without additional tools.

3.2 Filling Chain Oil

The chainsaw features an automatic lubrication system. It is crucial to keep the oil tank filled with
appropriate chain and bar oil.

1. Ensure the chainsaw is on a level surface and the battery is removed.

2. Unscrew the oil tank cap.

3. Carefully pour chain and bar oil into the tank until it reaches the maximum fill line.

4. Replace the oil tank cap securely.

5. Regularly check the transparent oil level indicator during operation and refill as needed.

Figure 3.2: Automatic lubrication.
This image shows the process of

filling the chain oil reservoir.



Figure 3.3: Transparent oil level
indicator. This image highlights the
clear window for checking the chain

oil level.

3.3 Inserting the Battery

This chainsaw operates with Greenworks 40V Lithium-Ion batteries (sold separately).

1. Ensure the battery is fully charged.

2. Align the battery with the battery compartment on the chainsaw.

3. Slide the battery into the compartment until it clicks securely into place.

4. To remove, press the battery release button and slide the battery out.

Figure 3.4: Greenworks 40V
battery. This image displays the 40V

battery, compatible with this
chainsaw and other Greenworks

40V tools.

4. OPERATION

Before starting, ensure all safety checks are complete and you are wearing appropriate PPE.

4.1 Starting the Chainsaw

1. Hold the chainsaw firmly with both hands.

2. Press and hold the safety lock-off button (usually located on the side of the rear handle).

3. While holding the safety button, squeeze the trigger switch to start the motor.

4. Release the safety lock-off button once the motor starts. The chainsaw will continue to run as long as
the trigger is pressed.



5. To stop the chainsaw, release the trigger switch.

Figure 4.1: Two-button safety
operation. This image demonstrates

the two-button safety mechanism
designed to prevent accidental

starting.

4.2 Cutting Techniques

Felling Small Trees: Plan your escape path. Make a notch cut (undercut) on the side of the tree in
the direction of the fall, then make a felling cut from the opposite side, slightly above the notch.

Limbing: Remove limbs from a fallen tree. Work from the butt end towards the top, keeping the tree
between you and the chainsaw. Be aware of spring-loaded branches.

Bucking: Cutting a fallen log into shorter lengths. Support the log to prevent pinching. If cutting from
above, cut about one-third of the way through, then roll the log and finish the cut. If cutting from below,
cut one-third from below, then finish from above.

Avoid Kickback: Never cut with the tip of the guide bar. Maintain a firm grip and stable stance.

Figure 4.2: Cutting capacity. This
image shows the chainsaw

effectively cutting through a log,
indicating its capability for branches
and trees up to 30cm in diameter.

Figure 4.3: Ease of use. This image



demonstrates the chainsaw being
used to cut wood, emphasizing its

user-friendly design.

5. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures optimal performance and extends the life of your chainsaw.

5.1 Chain Lubrication

The automatic oiler system requires regular monitoring. Always ensure the oil tank is filled with quality chain
and bar oil before and during operation.

Check the oil level frequently using the transparent indicator.

Refill the oil tank when the level is low.

Ensure the oil port on the guide bar is clear of debris.

Figure 5.1: Automatic oiler. This
image highlights the automatic oiling
feature, crucial for chain longevity.

5.2 Chain Sharpening and Replacement

A dull chain will not cut efficiently and can increase the risk of kickback. Sharpen the chain regularly
with a suitable round file (not included).

If the chain is damaged or excessively worn, replace it with a new chain of the correct type and size
(40 cm / 16 inch).

5.3 Cleaning and Storage

Always remove the battery before cleaning.

Clean the chainsaw body, guide bar, and chain after each use. Remove sawdust, chips, and debris.

Store the chainsaw in a dry, secure location, out of reach of children. Ensure the guide bar cover is in
place.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

Refer to this section for common issues and their solutions.



Problem Possible Cause Solution

Chainsaw
does not
start

Battery not inserted correctly or
discharged; Safety lock-off button not
pressed; Chain brake engaged.

Ensure battery is fully charged and properly
inserted; Press safety lock-off button before
trigger; Disengage chain brake.

Chain not
cutting
efficiently

Dull chain; Incorrect chain tension;
Insufficient chain oil.

Sharpen or replace chain; Adjust chain tension;
Fill oil tank.

No oil on
chain

Oil tank empty; Oil port clogged;
Malfunctioning oil pump.

Refill oil tank; Clean oil port; Contact service
center if pump is faulty.

Chainsaw
stops
during
operation

Battery discharged; Overload protection
activated.

Replace with a charged battery; Reduce cutting
pressure, allow motor to cool.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Model Number GD40CS18 (01-000002005807)

Voltage 40V

Power 1.8 kW (1800 Horsepower)

Guide Bar Length 40 cm (16 inches)

Chain Speed 20 m/s

Weight (without battery) 3.4 kg (7.5 lbs)

Dimensions (L x W x H) 78.7 x 21.5 x 78.7 cm

Automatic Oiling Yes, with transparent oil level indicator

Battery Compatibility Greenworks 40V Lithium-Ion (2Ah or 4Ah recommended)

8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

This Greenworks product comes with a 3-year warranty from the date of purchase. This warranty covers
defects in materials and workmanship under normal use.
For warranty claims, technical support, or replacement parts, please contact Greenworks customer service.
Keep your proof of purchase for warranty validation.
For more information, visit the official Greenworks website or refer to the contact details provided in your
product packaging.
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