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1. INTRODUCTION

The Akai Professional Fire is a dedicated hardware controller developed in conjunction with Image-Line for the FL Studio Digital Audio
Workstation (DAW) platform. This high-performance tool is designed to enhance the workflow and music-creating experience for all FL
Studio producers. It features a sleek, low-profile, and ultra-portable design with plug-and-play integration, a 4x16 pad matrix with radiant
RGB backlighting, a graphical OLED display, assignable controls, and dedicated transport controls. The Fire is suitable for both studio and
live performance scenarios.

2. PRODUCT FEATURES

FL Studio Integration: Dedicated USB MIDI hardware controller with seamless plug-and-play connectivity for the FL Studio DAW
platform.

64 Velocity-Sensitive RGB Pads: Create patterns in the step sequencer and record notes or synth parts on a pad-based MIDI
keyboard controller in Performance mode.

Drum Mode: Transform the Fire into a beat-making essential with an MPC-style 16-pad layout.

Touch-Capacitive Knobs: Four banks of four touch-capacitive knobs provide tactile control over various parameters. These can be
assigned to Channel, Mixer, or custom user functions, allowing adjustment of volume, pan, filter, resonance, and EQ settings.

Graphical OLED Display: Facilitates navigation of Channel Rack, Browser, Tool Bar, and Playlist menus, allowing quick browsing
of audio and project files.

Dedicated Transport Controls: Full control over FL Studio's standard playback, navigation, and recording functions.

3. SETUP

1. Unpack the Device: Carefully remove the Akai Professional Fire controller and its accessories from the packaging. Ensure all
components listed in the "What's in the Box" section are present.

2. Connect to Computer: Use the provided USB cable to connect the Fire controller to an available USB port on your computer. The
Fire is USB bus-powered, so no external power adapter is typically required.

3. Install FL Studio (if necessary): If you do not already have FL Studio installed, follow the instructions provided with your software
license to download and install the FL Studio DAW. The Fire controller is designed for seamless integration with FL Studio.

4. Software Recognition: Once connected, FL Studio should automatically detect the Akai Professional Fire controller. If not, refer to
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the FL Studio documentation for setting up MIDI devices.

5. Driver Installation: In most cases, the Fire controller is class-compliant and does not require additional drivers. Your operating
system should automatically install any necessary generic drivers.

Image: The Akai Professional Fire controller, showcasing its 4x16 pad matrix and control knobs, connected via USB to a laptop.

4. OPERATING MODES

The Akai Professional Fire offers several operating modes to facilitate different aspects of music production within FL Studio.

4.1 Step Sequencer Mode

In Step Sequencer mode, the 4x16 pad matrix allows for quick input of patterns. Each pad corresponds to a step in the sequencer, enabling
intuitive pattern creation and editing.



Image: The Fire controller displaying active steps in its 4x16 pad matrix, synchronized with the FL Studio step sequencer interface on a screen.

4.2 Note Mode

Switch to Note mode to use the RGB pads as a MIDI keyboard controller. This allows for playing and recording notes, providing expressive
capability for melodies and harmonies.



Image: The Fire controller in Note mode, with pads illuminated to represent a musical scale, alongside the FL Studio piano roll.

4.3 Drum Mode

Drum mode reconfigures the pad matrix into an MPC-style 16-pad layout, ideal for beat production and finger drumming. This mode offers
seamless integration with FL Studio's drum instruments.



Image: The Fire controller in Drum mode, with pads assigned to drum sounds, displayed with the FL Studio FPC (Fruity Pad Controller) interface.

4.4 Performance Mode

Performance mode allows you to launch MIDI clips and audio directly from the RGB pad matrix, facilitating live performance and dynamic
arrangement of your tracks.



Image: The Fire controller in Performance mode, with pads triggering various clips and patterns within the FL Studio playlist window.

5. CONTROLS AND INTERFACE

The Akai Professional Fire features a comprehensive set of controls designed for intuitive interaction with FL Studio.

Control Knobs: Four banks of four touch-capacitive knobs provide tactile control over various parameters. These can be assigned
to Channel, Mixer, or custom user functions, allowing adjustment of volume, pan, filter, resonance, and EQ settings.

OLED Display: A graphical OLED display provides visual feedback for browsing files, menus, and parameters, enhancing navigation
without requiring mouse interaction.

Transport Buttons: Dedicated buttons for Play, Stop, Record, Metronome, Wait, Countdown, and Loop Record offer direct control
over FL Studio's transport functions.

Mode Buttons: Buttons for Step, Note, Drum, and Perform allow quick switching between the different operational modes.

Shift and Alt Buttons: These modifier buttons expand the functionality of other controls, providing access to secondary functions.

Mute/Solo Buttons: Dedicated buttons for muting and soloing tracks or patterns.



Image: A collage of images showing the Akai Fire controller from different angles, highlighting its compact design and user interaction with the pads and knobs
during music production.

6. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Item Weight 1.68 pounds

Product Dimensions 6.52 x 12.44 x 0.91 inches

Item Model Number Fire (Controller Only)

Color Name Black

Compatible Devices Devices with a USB port and compatibility with FL Studio software

Connector Type USB



Hardware Interface USB

Supported Software FL Studio

Material Type OLED (for display)

Musical Style Electronic

Number of Keyboard Keys 64 (pads function as keys)

Mixer Channel Quantity 4 (control banks)

Hardware Platform PC (x86 or x86_64)

Special Feature Backlit Drum Pad, Compact, Portable, Programmable, Touch Sensitive Pad

7. WHAT'S IN THE BOX

Akai Professional Fire Controller

USB Cable

User Manual (this document)

Safety & Warranty Manual

8. MAINTENANCE

To ensure the longevity and optimal performance of your Akai Professional Fire controller, follow these maintenance guidelines:

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to clean the surface of the controller. Avoid abrasive cleaners, solvents, or harsh chemicals, as these
can damage the finish and electronic components.

Storage: Store the controller in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight, extreme temperatures, and high humidity. If transporting,
use appropriate protective casing.

Cable Care: Handle the USB cable carefully. Avoid bending or crimping the cable excessively, as this can lead to internal damage.

Dust Protection: When not in use, cover the controller to prevent dust accumulation, which can affect the pads and knobs.

9. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your Akai Professional Fire controller, try the following troubleshooting steps:

No Power/Not Recognized:

Ensure the USB cable is securely connected to both the Fire controller and your computer.

Try a different USB port on your computer.

Test with a different USB cable to rule out cable malfunction.

Restart your computer and FL Studio.

Pads Not Responding:

Verify that the Fire controller is correctly selected as a MIDI input device within FL Studio's MIDI settings.

Check the active operating mode (Step, Note, Drum, Perform) to ensure it matches your intended use.

Ensure the pads are not in a "muted" state within FL Studio or on the controller itself.

Knobs Not Controlling Parameters:

Confirm that the knobs are assigned to the correct Channel, Mixer, or User parameters within FL Studio.

Check the Fire's display to see which bank of controls is currently active.

Software Issues:



Ensure your FL Studio software is up to date.

Visit the Akai Professional website for any firmware updates for the Fire controller.

10. OFFICIAL PRODUCT VIDEO

Watch the official product video featuring Steel Banglez demonstrating the Akai Professional Fire in action, showcasing its capabilities in a
music production environment.

Your browser does not support the video tag.
Video: Steel Banglez - Fire in the Lab. This video demonstrates the Akai Professional Fire controller being used in a professional studio setting for music

production, highlighting its integration with FL Studio and hands-on control.

11. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For detailed warranty information and technical support, please refer to the separate Safety & Warranty Manual included with your product.
You can also visit the official Akai Professional website for the latest support resources, FAQs, and contact information.
Online Resources:

Akai Professional Support Page

FL Studio Official Website

© 2023 Akai Professional. All rights reserved. Product specifications are subject to change without notice.
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