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INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the safe and effective installation, operation, and
maintenance of your UpStart Components 10-Inch Chainsaw Chain Replacement. This chain is designed
for use with the Scotts S20500 chainsaw model and features a 10-inch length, 3/8-inch low profile pitch,
.043-inch gauge, and 40 drive links. Please read this manual thoroughly before attempting any installation
or use.
Important Note:

This is an UpStart Components brand replacement part, not an OEM product.

This product is not affiliated with any OEM brands and is not covered under any warranties offered by
the original manufacturers.

Any warranties for this product are offered solely by Upstart Battery.

All mentions of brand names or model descriptions are made strictly to illustrate compatibility.

Always confirm the pitch, gauge, and drive links on your current chainsaw bar before purchasing or
installing a new chain, as the same saw can have different bar lengths.

SAFETY INFORMATION

Chainsaws and their components can be dangerous if not handled properly. Always prioritize safety.

Read Your Chainsaw Manual: Always refer to your chainsaw's original instruction manual for
specific safety procedures, maintenance, and operation guidelines.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Always wear appropriate PPE, including safety glasses,
hearing protection, gloves, and sturdy footwear, when handling or operating a chainsaw.

Power Disconnection: Before performing any maintenance, installation, or adjustment on the
chainsaw, ensure the engine is off and the spark plug wire is disconnected (for gas models) or the
battery is removed (for electric/cordless models) to prevent accidental starting.
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Sharp Edges: Chainsaw chains have very sharp edges. Handle with extreme care to avoid cuts.

Proper Tension: Incorrect chain tension can lead to kickback, chain derailment, or premature wear.
Always ensure the chain is properly tensioned according to your chainsaw's manual.

Inspect for Damage: Before each use, inspect the chain for any damage, dullness, or missing links.
Never use a damaged or excessively dull chain.

Secure Work Area: Ensure your work area is clear of obstructions and stable when performing chain
replacement or maintenance.

INSTALLATION (CHAIN REPLACEMENT)

Replacing a chainsaw chain requires careful attention to detail. Refer to your chainsaw's specific manual
for detailed steps, as procedures may vary slightly between models.

1. Prepare the Chainsaw:

Ensure the chainsaw is turned off and cooled down.

Disconnect the spark plug wire (gas models) or remove the battery (electric/cordless models).

Engage the chain brake for added safety.

2. Loosen Bar Nuts:
Using the appropriate wrench, loosen the bar nuts that secure the guide bar to the chainsaw body.
Do not remove them completely yet.

Image: Close-up view of the UpStart Components chainsaw chain, highlighting the individual links and cutting teeth.
This image helps in identifying the chain's structure.

3. Remove Side Cover:
Once the bar nuts are loose, remove the side cover of the chainsaw. This will expose the clutch,
sprocket, and guide bar mounting area.

4. Remove Old Chain and Bar:

Carefully slide the guide bar forward to loosen the old chain.

Lift the old chain off the sprocket and then off the guide bar.

Remove the guide bar from the chainsaw.

5. Clean Components:



Clean any sawdust, debris, or old oil from the guide bar groove, sprocket, and surrounding area. This
ensures proper fit and operation of the new chain.

6. Install New Chain on Bar:
Place the new UpStart Components chain onto the guide bar, ensuring the cutting teeth are facing
the correct direction (usually forward on the top of the bar). The drive links should fit into the groove
of the guide bar.

Image: The UpStart Components 10-inch chainsaw chain displayed in a loop, illustrating its full length and
configuration before installation. This image shows the overall appearance of the chain.

7. Mount Bar and Chain:

Position the guide bar back onto the chainsaw studs, ensuring the chain is properly seated
around the drive sprocket.

Slide the side cover back into place, but do not tighten the bar nuts fully yet.

8. Adjust Chain Tension:
Adjust the chain tension according to your chainsaw's manual. The chain should be snug against the
bottom of the guide bar, but still able to be pulled around the bar by hand without binding. A common
test is to lift the chain off the bar; it should snap back into place. Too loose, and it can derail; too tight,
and it can cause excessive wear and damage.

9. Tighten Bar Nuts:
Once the tension is correct, firmly tighten the bar nuts to secure the guide bar and chain in place.

10. Final Check:



Rotate the chain by hand to ensure it moves freely and smoothly around the bar. Reconnect the
spark plug wire or reinsert the battery. Perform a brief test run in a safe area, checking for proper
chain movement and tension.

OPERATING WITH NEW CHAIN

After installing the new chain, proper operation is crucial for safety and performance.

Break-in Period: New chains may stretch slightly during the first few uses. Check chain tension
frequently during the initial break-in period (e.g., after 10-15 minutes of use) and adjust as needed.

Lubrication: Ensure your chainsaw's automatic oiler is functioning correctly and the oil reservoir is
filled with appropriate bar and chain oil. Proper lubrication is vital for chain longevity and smooth
operation.

Cutting Technique: Always follow safe cutting practices as outlined in your chainsaw's manual.
Avoid forcing the chain, let the chain do the work.

Kickback Prevention: Be aware of kickback zones and always maintain a firm grip on the chainsaw
with both hands.

MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance extends the life of your chainsaw chain and ensures safe operation.

Chain Sharpening:
A sharp chain cuts efficiently and safely. Sharpen the chain regularly using the correct file size and
angle for a 3/8-inch low profile chain. If you are unsure, consult a professional or refer to specialized
sharpening guides.

Chain Tension:
Check chain tension before each use and periodically during extended operation. Adjust as
necessary to prevent derailment or excessive wear.

Cleaning:
After each use, clean sawdust and debris from the chain and guide bar groove. This prevents buildup
that can impede chain movement and lubrication.

Storage:
When storing the chainsaw for extended periods, clean and lightly oil the chain to prevent rust. Store
in a dry place.

Replacement:
Replace the chain when it becomes excessively dull, damaged, or when the cutting teeth are worn
down to their minimum size. Using a dull or damaged chain is inefficient and dangerous.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Here are some common issues related to chainsaw chains and potential solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Chain not
cutting efficiently

Dull chain, incorrect sharpening
angle, insufficient oil.

Sharpen chain, check sharpening angle, ensure
proper lubrication.

Chain smoking
or overheating

Insufficient bar oil, chain too tight,
dull chain, clogged oil port.

Check oil level and oiler function, adjust chain
tension, sharpen chain, clean oil port.



Chain derails
from bar

Chain too loose, worn guide bar,
damaged drive links.

Adjust chain tension, inspect guide bar for wear,
replace damaged chain.

Chain binds or
stops

Chain too tight, debris in bar
groove, damaged chain.

Adjust chain tension, clean bar groove, inspect
and replace damaged chain.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Brand UpStart Components

Model Number CSC-R40-2PK-DL54

Compatibility Scotts S20500 Chainsaw

Chain Length 10 Inches (25 cm)

Pitch 3/8" Low Profile

Gauge .043"

Drive Links 40

Quantity 2 Chains per pack

Note: Always verify these specifications against your chainsaw's requirements before installation.

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

As stated in the product description, this UpStart Components replacement part is not covered under any
warranties offered by the original equipment manufacturers (OEMs).
Any warranties for this product are offered solely by Upstart Battery. For specific warranty details or
support inquiries regarding your UpStart Components chainsaw chain, please refer to the documentation
provided with your purchase or contact Upstart Battery directly.
For general chainsaw operation and maintenance, always consult your Scotts S20500 chainsaw's original
user manual.

© 2026 UpStart Components. All rights reserved.
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