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Focusrite Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen

Focusrite Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen USB Audio Interface
User Manual

Model: Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen
Brand: Focusrite

1. INTRODUCTION

The Focusrite Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen is a compact and versatile USB audio interface designed for musicians, vocalists,
podcasters, and producers. It provides high-fidelity, studio-quality recording capabilities, making it an ideal solution for
capturing professional-sounding audio at home or on the go. This manual provides detailed instructions on setting up,
operating, and maintaining your Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen.

2. WHAT'S IN THE BOX

Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen Audio Interface

USB Cable (Type C to Type A)

Getting Started Guide

Software Bundle Access Card

3. PRODUCT OVERVIEW AND CONTROLS

Familiarize yourself with the front and rear panels of your Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen.
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Figure 3.1: Front view of the Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen, showing the XLR input, 1/4-inch instrument input, gain knobs, monitor knob, and
headphone jack.

3.1 Front Panel Controls

MIC Input (1): XLR input for connecting microphones.

48V Phantom Power: Button to enable 48V phantom power for condenser microphones.

GAIN 1: Controls the input level for the microphone. Features a Gain Halo LED for level indication (green for good,
red for clipping).

AIR Mode: Button to activate the 'Air' effect, adding brightness and clarity to vocal and acoustic instrument
recordings.

INST Input (2): 1/4-inch jack input for connecting instruments like guitars or basses.

GAIN 2: Controls the input level for the instrument. Features a Gain Halo LED.

MONITOR Knob: Adjusts the output level for the main monitor outputs.

USB LED: Indicates USB connection status.

DIRECT MONITOR: Button to enable direct monitoring, allowing you to hear your input signal directly without
latency.

Headphone Output: 1/4-inch stereo jack for connecting headphones.

Figure 3.2: Rear view of the Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen, showing the USB-C port and balanced line outputs.

3.2 Rear Panel Connections

USB-C Port: Connects the interface to your computer for power and data transfer.

LINE OUTPUTS (Right/Left): Balanced 1/4-inch TRS outputs for connecting to studio monitors or an amplifier.



4. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Follow these steps to set up your Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen.

1. Software Installation: Before connecting the hardware, visit the Focusrite website (focusrite.com/get-started) and
follow the instructions to download and install the necessary drivers and bundled software for your operating
system (Windows or macOS).

2. Connect to Computer: Use the provided USB cable to connect the Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen to a USB port on your
computer. The USB LED on the front panel should illuminate, indicating a successful connection.

3. Connect Monitors/Headphones:

For studio monitors, connect them to the LINE OUTPUTS (Right/Left) on the rear panel using 1/4-inch TRS
cables.

For headphones, plug them into the Headphone Output on the front panel.

4. Connect Microphone/Instrument:

For a microphone, connect it to the MIC Input (1) using an XLR cable. If using a condenser microphone, press
the 48V button to enable phantom power.

For an instrument (e.g., guitar, bass), connect it to the INST Input (2) using a 1/4-inch TS cable.

5. Configure Audio Settings: In your computer's sound settings or your Digital Audio Workstation (DAW), select the
Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen as your audio input and output device.

5. OPERATING THE SCARLETT SOLO 3RD GEN

5.1 Setting Input Levels

Adjust the GAIN knobs for your microphone (GAIN 1) and instrument (GAIN 2) until the Gain Halo LED is green. If the
LED turns red, the signal is clipping, and you should reduce the gain. Aim for a strong signal without clipping.

5.2 Monitoring Your Audio

The Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen offers direct monitoring to eliminate latency during recording. Press the DIRECT MONITOR
button to hear your input signal directly through your headphones or monitors. This is recommended for recording to
avoid delay between playing and hearing your sound.

5.3 Using AIR Mode

The AIR mode emulates the sound of Focusrite's classic ISA preamps, adding a subtle high-frequency boost and clarity.
Activate it by pressing the AIR button for your microphone input when recording vocals or acoustic instruments to
enhance their presence.

5.4 Playback

Adjust the MONITOR knob to control the overall playback volume through your studio monitors. Use the dedicated
headphone output for private listening, adjusting its volume directly from your computer's system settings or DAW.

6. SOFTWARE AND BUNDLED TOOLS

Your Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen comes with a comprehensive software bundle to get you started with recording and
production. This includes:

Pro Tools Intro+

Ableton Live Lite

https://focusrite.com/get-started


FL Studio Producer Edition

Hitmaker Expansion: A suite of effects, software instruments, and mastering tools.

Refer to the included software access card and the Focusrite website for instructions on downloading, installing, and
activating these applications.

7. MAINTENANCE

To ensure the longevity and optimal performance of your Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen:

Keep the device clean by wiping it with a soft, dry cloth. Avoid using liquid cleaners or solvents.

Store the interface in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures.

Avoid placing heavy objects on top of the unit.

Ensure all cables are connected securely but do not force them.

Regularly check for and install the latest drivers from the Focusrite website to ensure compatibility and performance
updates.

8. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen, consider the following common solutions:

Problem Possible Solution

No sound from
monitors/headphones.

Check if the Scarlett Solo is selected as the default playback device in your
computer's sound settings and DAW.

Ensure the MONITOR knob is turned up.

Verify that monitors/headphones are properly connected and powered on.

Check cable connections.

Input signal clipping (Gain
Halo red).

Reduce the GAIN knob for the respective input until the Gain Halo LED remains green.

Latency during recording.
Enable DIRECT MONITOR on the Scarlett Solo.

In your DAW, reduce the buffer size (this may increase CPU load).

Device not recognized by
computer.

Ensure the USB cable is securely connected to both the interface and the
computer.

Try a different USB port or cable.

Reinstall the Focusrite drivers.

Restart your computer.

For further assistance, visit the Focusrite support website or contact their customer service.

9. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Brand Focusrite



Model Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen

Connectivity Technology USB (USB-C)

Number of Channels 2 (1 Mic, 1 Instrument)

Compatible Devices Microphone, Personal Computer, Tablet, Headphone, Smartphone

Supported Software Pro Tools Intro+, Ableton Live Lite, FL Studio Producer Edition, Hitmaker Expansion

Sample Rates Up to 24-bit/192kHz

Phantom Power Yes, 48V

Direct Monitoring Yes

Feature Detail

10. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Focusrite products are designed to be reliable, but in the unlikely event of a problem, Focusrite offers a 3-year warranty
from the date of purchase. This warranty covers manufacturing defects and ensures your product is free from defects in
materials and workmanship.
For detailed warranty terms and conditions, or to register your product, please visit the official Focusrite website:
focusrite.com/warranty.
For technical support, driver downloads, FAQs, and troubleshooting guides, please visit the Focusrite Help Centre:
support.focusrite.com. You can also contact their customer support team directly through the website.

© 2024 Focusrite. All rights reserved. Scarlett Solo 3rd Gen User Manual.
This manual is for informational purposes only. Specifications are subject to change without notice.
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