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American Bass HD 18 Inch Car Subwoofer (Model HD-
1811) Instruction Manual

Model: HD-1811 | Brand: American Bass

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the proper installation, operation, and maintenance of your American Bass
HD 18 Inch Car Subwoofer. Please read this manual thoroughly before attempting to install or operate the subwoofer to

ensure optimal performance and safety.
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Image: Front view of the American Bass HD 18 Inch Car Subwoofer, showcasing its robust design.

SAFETY INFORMATION

Always observe the following safety precautions:



Disconnect the vehicle's battery before any installation to prevent electrical shorts.

Ensure all wiring is correctly routed and secured to prevent damage or interference.

Use appropriate gauge wiring for power and speaker connections to handle the subwoofer's power requirements.

Avoid installing the subwoofer in locations where it may be exposed to moisture or extreme temperatures.

Do not operate the subwoofer beyond its rated power limits (2000W RMS, 4000W Peak) to prevent damage.

Consult a professional installer if you are unsure about any part of the installation process.

PAckAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all items are present in the package:

o American Bass HD 18 Inch Car Subwoofer
¢ American Bass Decal

o Owner's Manual (this document)

SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Proper installation is crucial for the performance and longevity of your subwoofer. This subwoofer is designed for use in
car audio systems and SPL competitions.

Mounting Considerations

o Mounting Type: Enclosure
¢ Mounting Depth: 11.4 inches
o Cutout Size: 16.85 inches

« Overall Diameter: 18.5 inches
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Image: Diagram showing the mounting depth, cutout size, and overall diameter of the American Bass HD 18 Inch Subwoofer.

Wiring Instructions

The American Bass HD 18 Inch Subwoofer features a 1 Ohm impedance. Ensure your amplifier is stable at this
impedance or configure your wiring accordingly for multi-subwoofer setups.

1. Step 1: Connect the Amplifier
Connect the audio output from your head unit to the amplifier's input. Provide power to the ampilifier directly from the
vehicle's battery, ensuring a fused connection near the battery terminal.

. Step 2: Connect the Subwoofer
Connect the subwoofer to the amplifier's output using high-quality speaker wire. For high-power applications, use
speaker wire from 10 gauge to 4 gauge, depending on the power level and cable length.

. Step 3: Choose Impedance
Wire the voice coils for either 1-ohm or 2-ohm subwoofer options, depending on your specific model and amplifier
capabilities. Refer to your amplifier's manual for compatible impedance loads.
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Image: Visual guide illustrating the three steps for connecting the amplifier and subwoofer, including impedance selection.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Once installed, follow these guidelines for optimal operation:

« Initial Power-Up: After installation, turn on your audio system at a low volume. Gradually increase the volume and
check for proper sound output from the subwoofer.

« Gain Setting: Adjust the amplifier's gain setting carefully. Do not use the gain control as a volume knob. Set it to
match the output voltage of your head unit to prevent clipping and distortion.

o Crossover Settings: Use your amplifier's or head unit's crossover settings to filter out high frequencies from the
subwoofer, allowing it to reproduce only the low bass notes it is designed for. A typical low-pass filter setting for
subwoofers is between 60Hz and 100Hz.

o Break-in Period: Allow a break-in period of approximately 20-30 hours of normal listening before operating the
subwoofer at maximum power. This allows the suspension components to loosen up and perform optimally.
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Image: The American Bass HD 18 Inch Subwoofer highlighting its 2,000W RMS and 4,000W Peak power capabilities.

MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and performance of your subwoofer:

» Cleaning: Periodically wipe down the subwoofer cone and surround with a soft, dry cloth. Avoid using harsh
chemicals or excessive moisture.

« Inspection: Regularly check all wiring connections for tightness and corrosion. Inspect the subwoofer's surround
and cone for any signs of damage or wear.

« Thermal Management: Ensure adequate ventilation around the subwoofer and amplifier to prevent overheating,
especially during extended periods of high-power operation. The subwoofer features a high-temperature voice coil
and ventilated pole design for enhanced thermal stability.
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Image: lllustration demonstrating the thermal stability of the subwoofer's voice coil, designed for cooler operation during long sessions.

TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your subwoofer, refer to the following common problems and solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Power not reaching amplifier  check power and ground connections, fuse.
No Sound from Subwoof Loose or incorrect wiring Verify all speaker and RCA connections.
o0 Sound from Subwoofer I
Amplifier in protect mode Check amplifier for fault indicators; reset if necessary.

Head unit settings Ensure subwoofer output is enabled and volume is up.



Problem

Distorted Sound

Subwoofer Overheating

SPECIFICATIONS

Possible Cause

Amplifier gain set too high
Clipping from head unit

Damaged subwoofer

Incorrect enclosure

Insufficient ventilation

Operating beyond power limits

Incorrect impedance match

Solution

Reduce amplifier gain.
Lower head unit volume or check output levels.
Inspect subwoofer for physical damage.

Ensure enclosure volume and tuning are appropriate.

Improve airflow around subwoofer and amplifier.
Reduce volume or amplifier gain.

Verify amplifier and subwoofer impedance compatibility.

Detailed technical specifications for the American Bass HD 18 Inch Car Subwoofer (Model HD-1811):

Brand
Model Name
Speaker Type

Subwoofer
Diameter

Impedance

Speaker Maximum
Output Power

RMS Power

Frequency
Response

Magnet Weight
Voice Coil Size
Mounting Depth
Cutout Size

Product Dimensions
(Dx W x H)

ltem Weight

Material

Special Features

Recommended
Uses

American Bass
HD-1811

Subwoofer

18 Inches

1 Ohm

4000 Watts (Peak)

2000 Watts

33 Hz

350 oz. (Double Stacked)
3.3 inches
11.4 Inches

16.85 Inches

7.4'Dx185"Wx 11.1"H

78.5 Pounds

Reinforced Plastic (Basket), Kevlar fiber enforced non-pressed paper cone

1 Ohm Impedance, 11.4 Inch Mounting Depth, 16.85 Inch Cutout Size, 350 oz. Magnet, Hi Res
Audio, 21mm Xmax for Low-Frequency Air Movement

For Car Audio Systems, For SPL Competitions



Note: The product title and special features confirm this model is 1 Ohm, despite another specification listing 2 Ohms.

WARRANTY INFORMATION

The American Bass HD 18 Inch Car Subwoofer comes with aLimited Warranty. For specific terms and conditions,
please refer to the warranty card included with your product or contact American Bass customer support.

SuPPORT AND CONTACT

For technical assistance, troubleshooting, or warranty inquiries, please contact American Bass customer support through
their official website or authorized dealers. You can also visit the American Bass Store on Amazon for more information.

© 2023 American Bass. All rights reserved.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Email

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Details

Submit question
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