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1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides instructions for the proper use and maintenance of your Master Lock 5KA-A297 Laminated
Padlocks. This product includes a quantity of 24 padlocks, all keyed alike to key number A297, ensuring convenience and
consistent security across multiple locking points. Each padlock features a 2-inch laminated steel body and a 1-inch
shackle with a 3/8-inch diameter, designed for general security applications.

Image 1.1: A Master Lock 5KA-A297 Laminated Padlock. This image shows the robust construction of the padlock, highlighting its
laminated steel body and shackle.

2. SETUP

The Master Lock 5KA-A297 padlocks are ready for immediate use upon unpacking. No assembly is required.

2.1 Unpacking

Carefully remove all 24 padlocks and their corresponding keys from the packaging.

Verify that all keys are marked with "A297" to confirm they are keyed alike.

Retain all packaging materials until you are satisfied with the product.
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2.2 Key Identification

Each padlock in this set is designed to be opened by any key marked with the code "A297". This allows for convenient
access to multiple secured items with a single key.

3. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

3.1 Locking the Padlock

1. Ensure the shackle is in the open position.

2. Position the padlock so the shackle passes through the item(s) you wish to secure (e.g., hasp, chain link).

3. Press the shackle firmly into the padlock body until it clicks into place. The padlock is now locked.

3.2 Unlocking the Padlock

1. Insert one of the A297 keys fully into the keyway of the padlock.

2. Turn the key clockwise approximately one-quarter turn (90 degrees).

3. The shackle will spring open. Remove the key.

4. To re-lock, follow the steps in section 3.1.

Important: Always remove the key after locking or unlocking to prevent loss or damage.

4. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance will ensure the longevity and smooth operation of your Master Lock padlocks.

4.1 Cleaning

Wipe the padlock body and shackle with a clean, damp cloth to remove dirt and grime.

Avoid using harsh chemicals or abrasive cleaners, as these can damage the finish.

4.2 Lubrication

Periodically apply a small amount of graphite lubricant or a silicone-based lubricant into the keyway and around the
shackle mechanism.

Do not use oil-based lubricants, as they can attract dirt and dust, leading to jamming.

Operate the padlock several times after lubrication to distribute the lubricant evenly.

4.3 Storage

When not in use, store padlocks in a dry environment to prevent rust and corrosion, especially if exposed to moisture.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Key is difficult to
insert or turn.

Dirt or debris in keyway; lack
of lubrication; bent key.

Clean keyway with compressed air. Apply graphite or silicone
lubricant. Inspect key for damage; use a spare key if available.

Shackle does not
open when
unlocked.

Internal mechanism sticky;
rust or corrosion.

Apply lubricant into the shackle mechanism and keyway. Work
the key several times.



Shackle does not
lock properly.

Obstruction preventing full
shackle insertion; worn
mechanism.

Ensure no debris is blocking the shackle hole. Apply lubricant. If
issue persists, the padlock may be worn and require
replacement.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

6. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Model Number 5KA-A297

Brand Master Lock

Lock Type Key Lock

Keying Keyed Alike (Key #A297)

Body Material Laminated Carbon Steel

Shackle Diameter 3/8 inches

Shackle Length 1 inch

Item Dimensions (L x W x H) 2.1 x 3.1 x 1.3 inches

Item Weight 0.8 Pounds (approx. per padlock)

Quantity 24 Padlocks

Compatible Key Blanks Master Lock K1BOX, Ilco M1

7. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Master Lock products are manufactured to high standards. For specific warranty information, product support, or to
contact customer service, please visit the official Master Lock website or refer to the warranty documentation included
with your purchase.
You can find more information and support at the Master Lock Store on Amazon.

© 2023 Master Lock Company. All rights reserved.
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