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Tascam DR-40X

TASCAM DR-40X 4-Track Portable Handheld Field Recorder
User Manual

Model: DR-40X

1. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The TASCAM DR-40X is a versatile 4-track portable handheld field recorder designed for high-quality audio capture in
various applications, including music recording, audio for video, and podcasting. It combines robust features with an intuitive
interface, making it suitable for both beginners and experienced users.

Key Features:

High-quality unidirectional stereo condenser microphones that can record in A-B and X-Y positions.

XLR/TRS inputs compatible with +4dBu line level and +48V phantom power.

4-channel mode for dual recording and nondestructive overdub recording.

Functions as a 2-in/2-out USB Audio Interface for Mac, PC, or iOS recording.
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Figure 1.1: Front view of the TASCAM DR-40X, showing the adjustable microphones, display, and control buttons.

2. SETUP

2.1 Powering the Device

The DR-40X operates on three AAA batteries. Insert the batteries into the compartment located on the rear of the unit,
ensuring correct polarity. The device can also be powered via a micro USB cable connected to a computer or a USB power
adapter.

2.2 Inserting a Memory Card

The DR-40X records to SD/SDHC/SDXC memory cards (up to 128GB). Locate the SD card slot on the side of the unit. Insert
the memory card until it clicks into place. To remove, push the card in slightly until it springs out.



2.3 Initial Power On and Basic Settings

Press and hold the power button to turn on the DR-40X. Upon first use, you may be prompted to set the date, time, and
language. Navigate through the menus using the directional pad and confirm selections with the ENTER/MARK button.

Figure 2.1: Overview of DR-40X components including adjustable microphones, display, and input jacks.

3. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

3.1 Recording Audio

To begin recording, ensure a memory card is inserted and the device is powered on. Adjust the input level using the + and -
buttons to prevent clipping (distortion). Press the RECORD button once to arm recording (standby mode), and press it again
to start recording.

3.1.1 Using Built-in Microphones

The DR-40X features adjustable stereo condenser microphones. They can be configured in two positions:



A-B Position: For a wider stereo image, suitable for ambient recordings.

X-Y Position: For a tighter, more focused stereo image, ideal for capturing specific sound sources.

Gently pivot the microphone capsules to switch between these configurations.

Figure 3.1: Demonstrating the portability and adjustable microphone positions of the DR-40X.

3.1.2 Connecting External Microphones

The unit is equipped with dual XLR/TRS combo jacks at the bottom. These inputs support both mic-level and +4dBu line-level
signals. For condenser microphones requiring power, enable +48V phantom power through the menu settings.



Figure 3.2: The DR-40X connected to an external mixer, showcasing its XLR/TRS input capabilities.

3.1.3 4-Channel Recording Mode

The DR-40X can record up to four tracks simultaneously. This allows for recording the built-in microphones along with two
external inputs, or two stereo pairs. Access the 4CH mode via the dedicated button on the front panel.



Figure 3.3: The DR-40X configured for 4-channel recording, utilizing both internal and external inputs.

3.2 Playback

To play back recorded files, press the PLAY button. Use the navigation buttons to select the desired file. Adjust playback
volume using the + and - buttons. Connect headphones to the 3.5mm stereo mini jack for monitoring.

3.3 USB Audio Interface Functionality

The DR-40X can function as a 2-in/2-out USB audio interface. Connect the unit to your computer (Mac/PC) or iOS device
using a USB cable. Select the DR-40X as your audio input/output device in your recording software or system settings. This
allows for direct recording to your computer or using the DR-40X's microphones for live streaming or podcasting.



Figure 3.4: The DR-40X connected to a laptop, demonstrating its use as a USB audio interface.

4. MAINTENANCE

To ensure the longevity and optimal performance of your TASCAM DR-40X, follow these maintenance guidelines:

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to clean the exterior of the unit. Avoid using abrasive cleaners or solvents. For the
display, use a microfiber cloth.

Storage: Store the recorder in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight, extreme temperatures, and high humidity. If
storing for extended periods, remove the batteries to prevent leakage.

Handling: Handle the unit with care. Avoid dropping it or subjecting it to strong impacts, which can damage internal
components or the sensitive microphones.

Microphone Protection: When not in use, consider using a windscreen or protective cover for the built-in microphones
to shield them from dust and physical damage.



5. TROUBLESHOOTING

This section addresses common issues you might encounter with your DR-40X. If the problem persists, refer to the full user
manual or contact Tascam support.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Unit does not power
on.

Dead or incorrectly inserted batteries;
power cable issue.

Replace batteries, ensure correct polarity. Check
USB cable connection if using external power.

No sound during
recording or
playback.

Input/output levels too low; incorrect
microphone connection; headphone issue.

Increase input/output levels. Ensure microphones
are properly connected. Check headphones.

Recording distorted
or too quiet.

Input level too high (clipping) or too low.
Adjust input level using the + and - buttons to an
appropriate level (monitor meters).

Memory card error.
Card not inserted correctly; incompatible
card; corrupted card.

Reinsert card. Ensure it's SD/SDHC/SDXC. Try
formatting the card (this will erase data).

Unit freezes or
becomes
unresponsive.

Software glitch.
Remove batteries for a few seconds, then reinsert
and power on.

6. SPECIFICATIONS

Detailed technical specifications for the TASCAM DR-40X:

Feature Detail

Item Weight 7.4 ounces

Product Dimensions 2.76 x 1.38 x 6.1 inches

Item Model Number DR-40X

Batteries 3 AAA batteries required (included)

Color Name Black

Compatible Devices Personal Computer

Connector Type XLR/TRS

Hardware Interface USB 2.0

Supported Software
Ableton Live, Logic Pro, Pro Tools, Reaper, GarageBand, ASIO drivers for Windows, and Core
Audio drivers for Mac

Battery Type Alkaline

Operating System Windows



Wattage 2.5 watts

Connectivity
Technology

USB

Number of
Channels

4

Feature Detail

7. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For detailed warranty information and technical support, please refer to the official Tascam website or the comprehensive
user manual PDF. The full user manual provides in-depth instructions and advanced features not covered in this summary.
Official User Manual (PDF): Click here to download

© 2024 Tascam. All rights reserved.
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TASCAM DR-40X Linerny rekordr PCM NVOD NA POUZITIE 1 DLEZIT
BEZPECNOSTN POKYNY 1 Prectajte si tieto pokyny. 2 Podrzujte tieto pokyny. 3
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suchou ltkou. 7 Nezakrvejte zdn z ventilacnch ...
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Storage Media as of 2023-05-26 The listed media were tested successfully with this
model. Over time, these specific media may become unavailable. At that time, it
would be best to contact the CF/SD/USB media manufact...
lang:es score:25 filesize: 35.73 K page_count: 2 document date: 2023-05-26

https://manuals.plus/m/758474f8421be6b8c6638b1d6a5d49796a4a5333293aedbf55e62d490e8c4348
https://manuals.plus/m/758474f8421be6b8c6638b1d6a5d49796a4a5333293aedbf55e62d490e8c4348
https://manuals.plus/m/d84a282640596bf152ce7b9a32753ffa5ecdb4ef642bce0c24292bf46fabf0f1
https://manuals.plus/m/d84a282640596bf152ce7b9a32753ffa5ecdb4ef642bce0c24292bf46fabf0f1
https://manuals.plus/m/b013b3c6022baf555a3e5898ab2ddca9a8103202f7c55f2706f98f2677198ebb
https://manuals.plus/m/b013b3c6022baf555a3e5898ab2ddca9a8103202f7c55f2706f98f2677198ebb


[pdf] 
DR-100MKIII Mark function (automatic or manual< b>) Create a new audio file during recording (manually

by size) File divide (to cut unwanted noise for instance WAV format only) Playback features include: In

Out loop Folder playlist playback Switchable VSA (change tempo without affecting the key) Tascam_DR-

100MKIII tascam eu en docs Professional Handheld Recorder Multi-lingual menu: EN DE FR IT ES JP

The is Tascam’s top-of-the-line portable delivering best performance in history of Tascam 

DR-100MKIII Professional Handheld Recorder Multi-lingual menu: EN, DE, FR, IT,
ES, JP The DR-100MKII ... h Screw-Lock C onnector RC-10: Wireless/wired remote
control RC-3F: Footswitch Related products DR-40X: Portable Four-Track Digital
Audio Recorder and USB Audio Interface DR-680MKII: 8-Track Field...
lang:en score:25 filesize: 1.14 M page_count: 14 document date: 2021-07-16

[pdf] 
96kHz 24 bit dr 40x leaflet eng a4 20190204 cvp ||| 

Jan. 2019 Four Track Digital Audio Recorder and USB Audio Interface DR-40X
Versatile four-track audio recorder 96kHz/24-bit WAV/BWF 4-track Recording plus
48kHz/320kbps MP3 Recording Unidirectional Built-in MIC A-B/ X-Y positions
switchable External MIC/ 4dBu LINE IN 125dB Max SPL Multi-powered...
lang:en score:25 filesize: 479.82 K page_count: 2 document date: 2019-02-04

https://manuals.plus/m/ac154dee87bbe7871477f3de34e51847a4c7457e09681fa012c721ba718a9d14
https://manuals.plus/m/ac154dee87bbe7871477f3de34e51847a4c7457e09681fa012c721ba718a9d14
https://manuals.plus/m/511b6c7ecbe68cf91ffd1d94bc0f8fd78284f1722c7bf891399e80046946a05b
https://manuals.plus/m/511b6c7ecbe68cf91ffd1d94bc0f8fd78284f1722c7bf891399e80046946a05b


[pdf] 
Four Track Digital Audio Recorder and USB Interface 96kHz 24 bit Jan 2019 DR 40X Versatile four track

audio recorder 10 Menu Languages 18 hours Battery Life leaflet tascam eu en docs solidstatesound co uk

Jan. 2019 Four Track Digital Audio Recorder and USB Audio Interface DR-40X
Versatile four-track audio recorder 96kHz/24-bit WAV/BWF 4-track Recording plus
48kHz/320kbps MP3 Recording Unidirectional Built-in MIC A-B/ X-Y positions
switchable External MIC/ 4dBu LINE IN 125dB Max SPL Multi-powered...
lang:en score:25 filesize: 484.77 K page_count: 2 document date: 2019-02-04

[pdf] Guide Borchure Catalog 
TASCAM System Design Guide for Audio Installation 2024TASCAM 2025TASCAM 2025Learn MoreVS

R264 HD Video Streamer Encoder Decoder SD Recorder United StatesModel 2400 24 Track Flagship

Analog Recording Console Live Mixer with Interface StatesTM 80 Studio Condensor Microphone

StatesLive Streaming StatesTASCAM Statestascam system design guide entascam catalogs tascam

english en MoreModel Mixing With StatesVS MX CONNECT 8A Windows macOS android iOS Control

Software Integrators 2025Manufacturer BrochureLearn MM 4D IN X 4 Channel Mic Line Input Dante

Converter Built In DSP MixerLive enY5 MM4DINX Manufacturer Brochuretascam encdn

adiglobaldistribution us pim Original 10602 Y5 ||| ||| 2025.1 System Design Guide for Audio Installation

Integrator Concepts, Systems, and Solutions Conference Rooms / Commercial Facilities Classrooms /

Auditoriums Hotels and Banquet Halls / Retail Live Entertainment Broadcasting Stations and S ||| 2025.1

System Design Guide for Audio Installation Integrator Concepts, Systems, and Solutions Conference

Rooms / Commercial Facilities Classrooms / Auditoriums Hotels and Banquet Halls / Retail Live

Entertainment Broadcasting Stations and S

2025.1 System Design Guide for Audio Installation Integrator Concepts, Systems, and
Solutions Confe ... m Aid with TASCAM DA-6400 17 TASCAM Plays an Integral Role
in Third Eye Blind Production DR-10L DR-40X Model 24 TASCAM Announces the
TASCAM Tommy 18 Bolan Recording and Guitar Gear Giveaway M...
lang:en score:24 filesize: 9.25 M page_count: 52 document date: 2025-01-21

https://manuals.plus/m/f8d71178cf736f3466c8f6302bf149fcad949e4e9194440383238db499bb4454
https://manuals.plus/m/f8d71178cf736f3466c8f6302bf149fcad949e4e9194440383238db499bb4454
https://manuals.plus/m/1577545e15e9c5b0e6331b708e122d6a24757ba809fa9207d15977837d93e6ff
https://manuals.plus/m/1577545e15e9c5b0e6331b708e122d6a24757ba809fa9207d15977837d93e6ff


[pdf] Installation Guide 
DR 05X 07X 40X TASCAM c dr x asio driver install om va tascam cn products series ||| 

DR-05X / DR-07X / DR-40X DR-05X DR-07X DR-40X Windows USB b TEAC
chttp://teac-global.com/b DR-X b i b i Mac OS b b TASCAM is a registered trademark
of TEAC Corporation. Microsoft, Windows and Windows Vista are either registered
trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the U...
lang:it score:23 filesize: 347.27 K page_count: 3 document date: 2019-01-29

[pdf] User Manual Owner's Manual 
ادص ردروکر  امنهار  هچرتفد   TASCAM DR 40X Proavl Owner Manual proavl net 2020 12 ||| 

...
lang:it score:23 filesize: 3.15 M page_count: 16 document date: 2020-12-08

[pdf] User Manual Safety Datasheet 
DR 40X TestedMedia DE tascam eu de docs ||| 

DR-40X Tragbarer Vierspur-Audiorecorder und USB-Interface Liste der getesteten
Speichermedien Stand: 2021-05-07 Die hier aufgefhrten Speichermedien wurden mit
diesem Modell erfolgreich getestet. Im Lauf der Zeit werden diese speziellen Karten
mglicherweise nicht mehr lieferbar sein. Setzen Sie s...
lang:de score:23 filesize: 31.26 K page_count: 2 document date: 2021-05-11

https://manuals.plus/m/a6a97042d19d9dfbbed9a002b2f6badf84ddd3246850f59ddb24f936fac0a9cd
https://manuals.plus/m/a6a97042d19d9dfbbed9a002b2f6badf84ddd3246850f59ddb24f936fac0a9cd
https://manuals.plus/m/1b7c4fd11b9a705ccb7032471ef747b37279a85b2e53bb0267d19bec34578c18
https://manuals.plus/m/1b7c4fd11b9a705ccb7032471ef747b37279a85b2e53bb0267d19bec34578c18
https://manuals.plus/m/40b4c1856dcdee2c05531d87a43c247fddbb7f3c3c30f231daaa00fd90b7efd8
https://manuals.plus/m/40b4c1856dcdee2c05531d87a43c247fddbb7f3c3c30f231daaa00fd90b7efd8


[pdf] 
TASCAM Fall Specials Consumer 2 Tascam 100120 123120 2020 09 28 092514 guitarcenter rebates ||| 

Fall Specials Enjoy Savings and Freebies on some of TASCAM s hottest products.
Save with this limite ... SD CARD SAVE 30 DR-05X 89.99 FREEBIE SD CARD SAVE
30 DR-07X 119.99 FREEBIE SD CARD SAVE 20 DR-40X 179.99 FREEBIES AK-
DR11GMII SD CARD Model 12 FREEBIES TH-02 SD CARD Model 16 FREEBIES ...
lang:en score:22 filesize: 178.2 K page_count: 1 document date: 2020-09-28

https://manuals.plus/m/d3a8389fc43719836aeba25ef7a193f890df646c8acc8a0b4f5d819303d925f1
https://manuals.plus/m/d3a8389fc43719836aeba25ef7a193f890df646c8acc8a0b4f5d819303d925f1

	Tascam DR-40X
	TASCAM DR-40X 4-Track Portable Handheld Field Recorder User Manual
	1. Product Overview
	Key Features:

	2. Setup
	2.1 Powering the Device
	2.2 Inserting a Memory Card
	2.3 Initial Power On and Basic Settings

	3. Operating Instructions
	3.1 Recording Audio
	3.1.1 Using Built-in Microphones
	3.1.2 Connecting External Microphones
	3.1.3 4-Channel Recording Mode

	3.2 Playback
	3.3 USB Audio Interface Functionality

	4. Maintenance
	5. Troubleshooting
	6. Specifications
	7. Warranty and Support
	Related Documents



