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1. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Fender Downtown Express Bass Multi-Effect Pedal is a comprehensive unit designed for bass guitarists,
integrating essential tone-shaping tools into a single, robust enclosure. It features a compressor, a 3-band equalizer,
and an overdrive circuit. The pedal also includes a mute switch for silent tuning and a direct output for versatile
integration into various performance or studio setups. A unique switch allows for reordering the compressor and
overdrive circuits to customize the signal path.

Key Features:

Integrated multi-effect unit for bass guitar.

Studio-grade Compressor for dynamic control.

Flexible 3-Band Equalizer for precise tone shaping.

Responsive Overdrive circuit for added grit and sustain.

Switchable signal path to reorder Compressor and Overdrive.

Mute switch for silent tuning.

Direct XLR output for professional connectivity.

Durable anodized aluminum chassis with LED-backlit knobs.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

Please read and understand the following safety precautions before operating the Fender Downtown Express pedal.
Retain this manual for future reference.

Power Supply: Use only a regulated 9V DC power supply with a center-negative polarity. Incorrect power
supplies can damage the unit and void the warranty.

Water and Moisture: Do not expose the unit to water, rain, or moisture. Do not operate near bathtubs, sinks,
swimming pools, or wet basements.

Heat: Do not place the unit near heat sources such as radiators, heat registers, stoves, or other apparatus
(including amplifiers) that produce heat.
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Ventilation: Ensure proper ventilation. Do not block any ventilation openings.

Cleaning: Clean only with a dry cloth.

Servicing: Do not attempt to service this product yourself. Refer all servicing to qualified service personnel.

3. PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all items are present in the package:

Fender Downtown Express Bass Multi-Effect Pedal

Connecting Cable (for instrument connection)

Note: A 9V DC power supply is required and sold separately.

4. CONTROLS AND CONNECTIONS

Familiarize yourself with the various controls and connection points on your Downtown Express pedal.

Figure 4.1: Top view of the Fender Downtown Express Bass Multi-Effect Pedal, illustrating the layout of controls and footswitches.

Front Panel Controls:

OVERDRIVE Section:

LEVEL: Adjusts the output volume of the overdrive effect.

TONE: Shapes the tonal character of the overdrive, from dark to bright.

DRIVE: Controls the amount of gain and distortion in the overdrive effect.

BLEND: Mixes the dry (unaffected) signal with the wet (overdriven) signal.

COMPRESSOR Section:



GAIN: Sets the overall output level of the compressor.

THRESHOLD: Determines the level at which compression begins. Signals above this threshold will be
compressed.

O.R. LED: Indicates when the compressor is actively reducing the signal (Over Reduction).

EQUALIZER Section:

BASS: Boosts or cuts low frequencies.

MIDDLE: Boosts or cuts mid frequencies.

TREBLE: Boosts or cuts high frequencies.

MASTER: Controls the overall output volume of the entire pedal.

OD > COMP / COMP > OD Switch: Toggles the order of the Overdrive and Compressor effects in the signal
chain.

Footswitches:

MUTE: Engages or disengages the mute function, silencing the output for silent tuning.

EQUALIZER: Activates or bypasses the 3-band equalizer section.

OVERDRIVE: Activates or bypasses the overdrive effect.

COMPRESSOR: Activates or bypasses the compressor effect.

Figure 4.2: Rear panel connections of the Fender Downtown Express Bass Multi-Effect Pedal.

Rear Panel Connections:

INPUT: 1/4-inch instrument input jack. Connect your bass guitar here.

TUNER OUTPUT: 1/4-inch output jack for connecting an external tuner. This output remains active even when
the MUTE switch is engaged.

OUTPUT: 1/4-inch main output jack. Connect this to your bass amplifier or other effects.

XLR OUTPUT: Balanced XLR direct output for connecting to a mixing console or audio interface.

GROUND LIFT: Switch to eliminate hum or ground loop noise when using the XLR output.

DI SIGNAL PATH Switch: Selects what signal is sent to the XLR output (Pre-EQ, Post-EQ, Post-OD, Post-
Comp).

9V DC IN: Power input jack for a 9V DC, center-negative power supply.

5. SETUP

Follow these steps to connect your Fender Downtown Express pedal:

1. Power Connection: Connect a regulated 9V DC, center-negative power supply (not included) to the 9V DC IN
jack on the rear panel.

2. Instrument Connection: Connect your bass guitar to the INPUT jack on the rear panel using a standard 1/4-
inch instrument cable.



3. Amplifier/Mixer Connection:

For connecting to a bass amplifier, use a 1/4-inch instrument cable from the OUTPUT jack to your
amplifier's input.

For connecting directly to a mixing console or audio interface, use an XLR cable from the XLR OUTPUT
jack. Adjust the DI SIGNAL PATH switch as needed.

4. Tuner Connection (Optional): If using an external tuner, connect it to the TUNER OUTPUT jack using a 1/4-
inch instrument cable.

6. OPERATING THE PEDAL

This section details how to use the various effects and functions of the Downtown Express pedal.

6.1. Compressor
The compressor smooths out your bass signal, providing a more consistent volume and increased sustain. Engage
the compressor using its dedicated footswitch.

GAIN: Adjust to compensate for volume loss due to compression or to boost the compressed signal.

THRESHOLD: Set this knob to determine the point at which the compressor starts working. Lower settings
mean more of your signal will be compressed.

The O.R. LED illuminates when the compressor is actively reducing the signal, indicating that the input level
has exceeded the threshold.

6.2. Equalizer (EQ)
The 3-band EQ allows you to sculpt your bass tone. Engage the EQ using its dedicated footswitch.

BASS: Adjust to enhance or reduce low-end frequencies.

MIDDLE: Adjust to control the presence and punch of your bass in the mix.

TREBLE: Adjust to add clarity or reduce harshness in the high frequencies.

6.3. Overdrive
The overdrive circuit adds harmonic richness and grit to your bass tone. Engage the overdrive using its dedicated
footswitch.

LEVEL: Controls the output volume of the overdrive effect.

TONE: Shapes the brightness or darkness of the overdriven sound.

DRIVE: Increases the amount of distortion.

BLEND: Mixes your clean bass signal with the overdriven signal. This is crucial for retaining low-end clarity
while adding drive.

6.4. Signal Path Reordering
The OD > COMP / COMP > OD switch allows you to change the order of the Overdrive and Compressor effects.
This significantly impacts the resulting tone:

OD > COMP: Overdrive feeds into the Compressor. This can result in a more sustained, compressed
overdrive sound.

COMP > OD: Compressor feeds into the Overdrive. This can provide a more dynamic overdrive, as the
compressor evens out the signal before it hits the overdrive circuit.

6.5. Mute Function



Press the MUTE footswitch to silence the main output of the pedal. This is useful for silent tuning between songs or
during breaks. The TUNER OUTPUT remains active when muted.

6.6. Master Volume
The MASTER knob controls the overall output volume of the entire pedal, affecting all active effects. Use this to
balance your pedal's output with your amplifier's input.

7. MAINTENANCE

Proper care will ensure the longevity and optimal performance of your pedal.

Cleaning: Wipe the pedal with a soft, dry cloth. Do not use abrasive cleaners, solvents, or waxes.

Storage: When not in use, store the pedal in a dry, cool environment, away from direct sunlight and extreme
temperatures.

Transportation: Use a padded case or bag when transporting the pedal to protect it from physical damage.

8. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your Fender Downtown Express pedal, refer to the following table for common
problems and solutions.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

No sound output.

Incorrect power supply.

Cables not connected properly.

MUTE switch engaged.

Volume knobs set to zero.

Ensure a 9V DC center-negative power supply is
used.

Check all instrument and output cable connections.

Disengage the MUTE switch.

Increase MASTER and individual effect LEVEL/GAIN
knobs.

Humming or buzzing
noise.

Ground loop (especially with
XLR output).

Faulty cables.

Interference from other
electronics.

Engage the GROUND LIFT switch on the rear panel.

Try different cables.

Move the pedal away from power supplies or other
noisy equipment.

Effects not engaging.
Effect footswitch not pressed.

Individual effect level/gain too
low.

Ensure the corresponding footswitch LED is
illuminated.

Adjust the LEVEL/GAIN knobs for the specific effect.

9. SPECIFICATIONS

Detailed technical specifications for the Fender Downtown Express Bass Multi-Effect Pedal.

Model Number 234538000

ASIN B07MVZ2KTH

Brand Fender



Style Bass Multi-FX

Body Material Aluminium

Color Black, Gold

Item Weight 0.5 Kilograms (1.1 pounds)

Product Dimensions
0.01"L x 0.01"W x 0.01"H (Note: These dimensions appear to be placeholder
values from the source data and may not reflect actual physical size.)

Power Source Corded Electric (9V DC, center-negative, 400mA minimum)

Voltage 9V

Connector Type 6.35mm Jack (1/4-inch), XLR

Hardware Interface 1/4-inch Audio, XLR

Signal Format Analog

Figure 9.1: Physical dimensions of the Fender Downtown Express Bass Multi-Effect Pedal.

10. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Fender products are designed for reliability and performance. For information regarding warranty coverage, product
registration, or technical support, please visit the official Fender website or contact Fender customer service.

Keep your purchase receipt as proof of purchase for any warranty claims.

Online Support: www.fender.com/support

© 2025 Fender Musical Instruments Corporation. All rights reserved.
Fender is a registered trademark of Fender Musical Instruments Corporation.

https://www.fender.com/support
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