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PreSonus Studio 26¢

PreSonus Studio 26c USB Audio

Interface User Manual

Model: Studio 26¢

1. INTRODUCTION

The PreSonus Studio 26¢ is a 2x4, 192 kHz, USB-C compatible audio interface designed for high-quality audio
recording and playback. It features two XMAX-L mic preamps, instrument/line inputs, MIDI I/O, and
professional metering, making it suitable for musicians, DJs, and producers. This manual provides detailed
instructions for setting up, operating, and maintaining your Studio 26¢ interface.
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Image: Angled view of the PreSonus Studio 26¢c USB Audio Interface, showcasing its compact design and front panel controls.

2. PAckAGE CONTENTS

Verify that your PreSonus Studio 26¢ package contains the following items:

o PreSonus Studio 26¢c USB Audio Interface
o USB-C to USB-C cable

o USB-C to USB-A cable
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https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/qa/
https://manuals.plus/deep-search/
https://manuals.plus/upload
https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/category/presonus

o License for Studio One Artist DAW Software
o License for Studio Magic Plug-in Suite

o License for Ableton Live Lite DAW Software

3. SystTeEM REQUIREMENTS

To ensure optimal performance, your computer system should meet the following minimum requirements:

o Operating System: Windows 10 (64-bit) or macOS 10.13 or higher
o Processor: Intel Core i3 or better (or equivalent AMD processor)

« RAM: 4 GB RAM (8 GB or more recommended)

o USB Port: Available USB-C or USB-A port (USB 2.0 compatible)

o Hard Drive: 7200 RPM internal drive recommended for recording

o Monitor: 1366x768 resolution or higher

4. SETUP

4.1 Driver Installation

Before connecting your Studio 26¢, it is recommended to download and install the latest drivers and Universal
Control software from the official PreSonus website. This software ensures proper communication between
your interface and computer, and provides access to advanced settings.

1. Visit the PreSonus website and navigate to the support section for the Studio 26c¢.

2. Download the latest Universal Control software package for your operating system (Windows or
macQOS).

3. Follow the on-screen instructions to complete the installation.

4. Restart your computer if prompted.

4.2 Hardware Connection
Once the drivers are installed, you can connect your Studio 26¢ and other audio equipment.

1. Connect to Computer: Use the provided USB-C to USB-C or USB-C to USB-A cable to connect the
Studio 26¢ to an available USB port on your computer. The device is bus-powered, so no external power
supply is needed.

2. Connect Microphones/Instruments: Plug your microphones into the combo XLR/TRS inputs 1 and 2 on
the front panel. For instruments (guitars, basses), use a 1/4-inch TS cable and plug into inputs 1 or 2.
Ensure the 'Line' button is disengaged for instruments.

3. Connect Studio Monitors: Connect your active studio monitors to the Main Out (L/R) 1/4-inch TRS
jacks on the rear panel using balanced TRS cables.

4. Connect Headphones: Plug your headphones into the 1/4-inch stereo headphone jack on the front
panel.

5. MIDI Devices: If using MIDI keyboards or controllers, connect them to the MIDI In/Out ports on the rear
panel.

5. OPERATING THE STUDIO 26C

5.1 Front Panel Controls
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Image: Front view of the PreSonus Studio 26¢, highlighting the input jacks, gain knobs, metering, and headphone controls.

o Mic/Inst/Line Inputs (1 & 2): Combo jacks for XLR (microphones) or 1/4-inch TRS/TS (instruments/line-
level sources).

« 48V Phantom Power: Button to engage +48V phantom power for condenser microphones. An LED
indicates when active.

o Line Button: Engages line-level input for 1/4-inch jacks. Disengage for instrument-level signals.
o Input Gain Knobs (1 & 2): Adjust the input level for each channel.

o Input/Main Meters: Ladder-style LED meters display input levels for channels 1 and 2, and main output
levels (L/R).

« Mon (Monitor) Button: Toggles between direct monitoring and playback from the computer.

o A/B Button (Cue Mix): Allows toggling between two different mixes for headphone monitoring, useful for
Dds.

o Main Output Knob: Controls the overall output level to your studio monitors.

o Headphone Output Knob: Adjusts the volume for the headphone output.

 Headphone Jack: 1/4-inch stereo output for headphones.

Image: Close-up view of the Studio 26¢'s front panel, showing the LED meters for inputs and main outputs, along with the 48V,
Line, Mon, and A/B buttons.

5.2 Rear Panel Connections
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Image: Rear view of the PreSonus Studio 26¢, displaying the USB-C port, MIDI I/O, Line Outputs, Main Outputs, and
Headphone jack.

USB-C Port: Connects to your computer for data and power.

MIDI In/Out: Standard 5-pin DIN connectors for connecting MIDI keyboards, controllers, and other MIDI

devices.

Line Out (3 & 4): Balanced 1/4-inch TRS line outputs for additional monitoring or routing.

Main Out (1/L & 2/R): Balanced 1/4-inch TRS main outputs for connecting to studio monitors.

5.3 Software Integration

The Studio 26¢ comes bundled with powerful software to get you started with recording and production.
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Image: Visual representation of the software bundle included with the Studio 26¢, featuring Studio One Artist and the Studio
Magic Plug-in Suite.

o Studio One Artist: A comprehensive Digital Audio Workstation (DAW) for recording, mixing, and
mastering. Use the provided license key to activate.

o Ableton Live Lite: A light version of the popular Ableton Live DAW, ideal for electronic music production
and live performance.

o Studio Magic Plug-in Suite: A collection of virtual instruments and effects from various developers to
enhance your productions.

Refer to the individual software documentation for detailed usage instructions.

6. MAINTENANCE

Proper maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your Studio 26c¢.

« Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to clean the exterior of the unit. Avoid abrasive cleaners or solvents.
o Storage: Store the interface in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures.

« Cable Management: Ensure cables are not kinked or strained to prevent damage to connectors and
ports.



o Firmware Updates: Periodically check the PreSonus website for firmware updates for your Studio 26c¢,
which can improve performance and add new features.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your Studio 26¢, try the following troubleshooting steps:

+ No Power/Connection: Ensure the USB cable is securely connected to both the interface and your
computer. Try a different USB port or cable.

o No Audio Input: Check input gain knobs, 48V phantom power (if using condenser mics), and ensure the
'Line' button is correctly set for your input source. Verify input selection in your DAW.

¢ No Audio Output: Check the Main Output and Headphone Output knobs. Ensure your studio monitors
are powered on and connected correctly. Verify output routing in your DAW and system sound settings.

« Distorted Audio: Reduce input gain to prevent clipping (indicated by red LEDs on the meters). Check
sample rate and buffer size settings in your DAW and Universal Control.

o MIDI Issues: Ensure MIDI cables are connected correctly (Out to In, In to Out). Verify MIDI device
detection in your DAW.

« Software Not Recognizing Interface: Ensure Universal Control and drivers are installed correctly.
Check your DAW's audio device settings to select the Studio 26¢ as the input/output device.

For further assistance, consult the comprehensive manual available on the PreSonus website or contact
PreSonus technical support.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Key technical specifications for the PreSonus Studio 26¢c USB Audio Interface:

Feature Specification

Inputs 2 x Mic/Instrument/Line Combo (XLR/TRS)

Outputs 2 x Main Out (1/4-inch TRS balanced), 2 x Line Out (1/4-inch TRS balanced), 1 x
Headphone Out (1/4-inch TRS stereo)

MIDI I/0 1 x MIDI In, 1 x MIDI Out (5-pin DIN)

Sample Rates  44.1, 48, 88.2, 96, 176.4, 192 kHz

Bit Depth 24-bit
Preamps 2 x XMAX-L solid-state mic preamps
Phantom

+48V (switchable)
Power

Connectivity USB-C (USB 2.0 compatible)
Bus Powered Yes

Dimensions

1.77 x 6.3 x 7.09 inches (approx.)
(HxDxW)

Weight 1 pound (approx.)



9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

PreSonus products are covered by a manufacturer's warranty. For specific warranty terms and conditions,
please refer to the warranty information included with your product or visit the official PreSonus website. For
technical support, driver downloads, and additional resources, please visit the PreSonus support page:

PreSonus Support Website

© 2025 PreSonus Audio Electronics, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
PreSonus and Studio One are registered trademarks of PreSonus Audio Electronics, Inc.
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