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1. INTRODUCTION

The Makita KR401MP Cultivator Couple Shaft Attachment is designed to expand the versatility of Makita's MM4® 4-
Stroke Engine and 36V (18V X2) LXT® couple-shaft power heads (sold separately). This attachment features a 9-
inch, 6-tine steel blade, making it an ideal accessory for efficient rejuvenation of planting areas. Its compact design
allows for effective operation in tight spaces, while the steel drive shaft is engineered to provide lower vibration and
extended service life. The attachment is designed for quick and easy connection to the compatible Makita power
head, ensuring straightforward operation.

2. IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

Always prioritize safety when operating power tools. When using the Makita KR401MP Cultivator Couple Shaft
Attachment, it is crucial to:

Wear appropriate protective gear, including eye protection, gloves, and sturdy footwear.

Avoid contact with moving parts during operation and when the tool is powered on.

Be cautious of debris that may be thrown by the tines. Ensure bystanders are at a safe distance.

Minimize exposure to vibration by taking breaks and using proper operating techniques.

Ensure all electrical connections (if applicable to your power head) are safe and secure.

Always follow all manufacturer instructions provided with both the cultivator attachment and your power head.
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3. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Makita KR401MP Cultivator Couple Shaft Attachment is engineered for effective soil preparation and cultivation.
Key features include:

9-inch, 6-Tine Steel Blade: Designed for efficient rejuvenation of planting areas, breaking up soil effectively.

Compact Design: Allows for easy maneuverability and work in confined or tight spaces within your garden.

Steel Drive Shaft: Constructed for durability, providing less vibration during operation and contributing to a
longer service life.

Lightweight: Designed for operator comfort during extended use.

Quick Attachment: Easily connects to compatible Makita power heads for straightforward setup and
operation.

Figure 1: The Makita KR401MP Cultivator Couple Shaft Attachment, showcasing its 6-tine steel blade and compact design.

4. SETUP AND ASSEMBLY

The KR401MP Cultivator is designed for quick and secure attachment to compatible Makita couple-shaft power
heads. Follow these steps for proper assembly:

1. Ensure Power Head is Off: Before attaching or detaching any accessory, ensure your Makita power head is
turned off and the battery (if applicable) is removed to prevent accidental startup.

2. Align the Attachment: Locate the red arrow on the cultivator attachment shaft and the corresponding black



line on the power head's coupling mechanism. These indicators ensure correct alignment for the drive shaft.

3. Insert and Secure: Slide the cultivator attachment shaft into the power head's coupling. Push firmly until you
hear a click, indicating that the attachment is fully seated and locked into place. The red arrow on the
attachment should align with the black line on the power head.

4. Tighten the Clamp: Once the attachment is clicked into place, pull back the clamp lever on the power head's
coupling and tighten it securely to prevent any movement during operation.

5. Verify Connection: Gently pull on the attachment to ensure it is firmly secured and does not wobble.

Figure 2: The modular design of Makita's couple-shaft system, allowing for easy attachment of various tools like the cultivator.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Proper operation of the Makita KR401MP Cultivator ensures efficient and safe soil preparation. Always wear
appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) before starting.

1. Power On: Insert the battery (if applicable) into the power head. Press the power button to activate the tool.

2. Engage Safety and Throttle: Depress the safety lock-off lever and then squeeze the throttle trigger to start
the tines rotating.

3. Cultivation Technique: For optimal results, especially in dense soil, it is recommended to push the cultivator
forward slightly and then pull it backwards towards you. This "up and pull backwards" motion allows the tines
to dig deeper and break up the soil more effectively.



4. Working in Rows: Work in systematic rows to ensure even cultivation of the desired area. Overlap slightly on
each pass to avoid missed spots.

5. Navigating Tight Spaces: The compact design of the cultivator allows it to be used effectively in tight spaces,
such as between garden rows or near delicate plants. Exercise caution and control in these areas.

6. Handling Obstacles: If the cultivator encounters a large rock or root, it may jump or stall. Release the throttle
immediately, turn off the power head, and remove the obstacle manually before resuming operation.

Figure 3: Operating the cultivator in a garden bed, demonstrating its effectiveness in breaking up soil.



Figure 4: The cultivator's compact design allows for precise tilling between established plant rows.

Figure 5: Cultivating soil within the confines of a raised garden bed.



6. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your Makita KR401MP Cultivator Couple
Shaft Attachment. Always disconnect the attachment from the power head and remove the battery before
performing any maintenance.

Cleaning: After each use, clean soil, debris, and plant matter from the tines and the protective guard. A stiff
brush or scraper can be used. Avoid using high-pressure water directly on the gear housing.

Inspection: Regularly inspect the tines for wear, damage, or bending. Replace worn or damaged tines
promptly to maintain performance and safety. Check the drive shaft for any signs of damage or excessive
play.

Lubrication: Refer to your power head's manual for specific lubrication requirements for the coupling
mechanism. The cultivator attachment itself typically requires minimal user lubrication beyond keeping the
tines clean.

Storage: Store the cultivator attachment in a clean, dry place, away from direct sunlight and extreme
temperatures. Ensure it is stored in a manner that prevents damage to the tines.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

This section addresses common issues you might encounter with your Makita KR401MP Cultivator Couple Shaft
Attachment. For more complex problems, consult a qualified service technician.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Tines not rotating or
rotating slowly.

Attachment not fully engaged with
power head.

Debris wrapped around tines.

Low battery on power head.

Damaged drive shaft or tines.

Ensure attachment is clicked and clamped
securely.

Turn off power head, remove battery, clear
debris.

Recharge or replace power head battery.

Inspect for damage; replace if necessary.

Excessive vibration during
operation.

Loose attachment connection.

Bent or damaged tines.

Unbalanced debris on tines.

Check and tighten attachment clamp.

Inspect tines for damage; replace if bent.

Clean tines thoroughly.

Poor tilling performance.

Worn tines.

Soil too hard or wet.

Incorrect operating technique.

Replace tines.

Wait for soil to dry slightly or moisten very
dry soil.

Use the recommended "up and pull
backwards" technique.



8. SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Detail

Brand Makita

Model Number KR401MP

Color Black

Power Source Corded Electric (via compatible power head)

Material Alloy Steel

Item Weight 11.25 Pounds (5.1 kg)

Operation Mode Electric

Product Dimensions 13.39 x 42.91 x 10.24 inches (34 x 109 x 26 cm)

UPC 088381528917

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Makita products are known for their quality and durability. For specific warranty information regarding your
KR401MP Cultivator Couple Shaft Attachment, please refer to the warranty card included with your purchase or visit
the official Makita website.
Additional protection plans may be available for purchase to extend coverage beyond the standard manufacturer's
warranty. These plans can offer peace of mind for potential repairs or replacements.
For customer support, technical assistance, or to locate an authorized service center, please visit the Makita Store
on Amazon or the official Makita corporate website.

© 2024 Makita. All rights reserved.

https://www.amazon.com/stores/MakitaPowerTools/page/1DEFC5EF-940F-445B-9555-0DA6545E0C3A
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