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Hercules IK-340 Cordless Mineral Wool Saw &
Insulation Cutter Instruction Manual

Model: IK-340

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the safe and effective operation, maintenance, and care of
your Hercules IK-340 Cordless Mineral Wool Saw and Insulation Cutter. Please read all instructions
carefully before using the tool to ensure proper function and to prevent injury.

The Hercules IK-340 is specifically designed for cutting various insulation materials, including mineral
wool, rockwool, sheep wool, cellulose wadding, and glass wool. Its cordless design offers portability and
ease of use for insulation projects.

SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

Always follow basic safety precautions when using electrical tools to reduce the risk of fire, electric shock,
and personal injury.

« Read All Instructions: Familiarize yourself with the tool's operation and safety guidelines.
« Wear Eye Protection: Always wear safety goggles to protect your eyes from flying debris.

« Wear Respiratory Protection: When cutting insulation, wear a dust mask or respirator to avoid
inhaling fibers.

o Keep Work Area Clean: Cluttered areas invite accidents. Ensure your workspace is well-lit.

o Avoid Dangerous Environments: Do not use power tools in damp or wet locations, or expose them
to rain.

o Keep Children Away: Do not let children or untrained persons operate the tool.
o Secure Workpiece: Always secure the material being cut to prevent movement during operation.
+ Do Not Overreach: Maintain proper footing and balance at all times.

« Disconnect Power: Always remove the battery pack before making adjustments, changing
accessories, or storing the tool.

o Use Correct Tool: Do not force a small tool or attachment to do the job of a heavy-duty tool.

« Maintain Tools With Care: Keep cutting blades sharp and clean for best and safest performance.
Follow instructions for lubricating and changing accessories.
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o Check for Damaged Parts: Before further use of the tool, carefully check that it will operate properly
and perform its intended function.

PaAckAGE CONTENTS

Upon opening your Hercules IK-340 package, please verify that all components listed below are present
and undamaged.

o Hercules IK-340 Cordless Insulation Cutter
o Serrated Blade (for insulation materials)

o Rechargeable Lithium-lon Battery Pack

Battery Charger

Protective Carrying Case
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Figure 1: Contents of the Hercules IK-340 package, including the saw, blade, battery, charger, and protective carrying
case.

ComPONENTS OVERVIEW

Familiarize yourself with the various parts of your Hercules IK-340 insulation cutter for safe and efficient
operation.



Figure 2: The Hercules IK-340 Cordless Insulation Cutter with the serrated blade installed.




Figure 3: Side view of the Hercules IK-340, highlighting the ergonomic design and battery compartment.

SETUP

1. Charging the Battery

The Hercules IK-340 is powered by a rechargeable Lithium-lon battery. Ensure the battery is fully charged
before first use and whenever the power diminishes.

1. Connect the charger to a standard electrical outlet.
2. Insert the battery pack into the charger. Ensure it clicks securely into place.

3. Allow the battery to charge until the indicator light on the charger signals a full charge (refer to
charger instructions for specific light indications).

4. Once charged, disconnect the battery from the charger and unplug the charger from the outlet.
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Figure 4: The rechargeable Lithium-lon battery pack for the IK-340.



Figure 5: The battery charger for the IK-340 battery pack.

2. Installing and Removing the Blade

Always ensure the battery pack is removed from the tool before installing or removing the blade to prevent
accidental activation.

1. To Install: Locate the blade clamp mechanism at the front of the tool. Pull the blade clamp lever
upwards or outwards (depending on design) to open the clamp. Insert the blade shank fully into the
clamp opening, ensuring the teeth are facing the correct direction for cutting. Release the clamp lever
to secure the blade. Gently pull on the blade to confirm it is firmly seated.

2. To Remove: With the battery removed, pull the blade clamp lever to open the clamp. Carefully pull
the blade straight out from the tool. Exercise caution as the blade may be hot or sharp.
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Figure 6: The serrated blade designed for cutting insulation materials.

Figure 7: The blade attachment mechanism, showing how the blade is secured.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

1. General Operation

1. Ensure the battery is fully charged and properly inserted into the tool.



Verify the blade is securely installed.
Hold the tool firmly with both hands, maintaining a secure grip on the ergonomic handle.
To start the tool, press the trigger switch. The blade will begin to reciprocate.

To stop the tool, release the trigger switch. The quick-stop feature will rapidly halt blade movement.
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Always keep your hands clear of the blade during operation. Utilize the hand guard for added safety.

2. Cutting Insulation Materials

The Hercules IK-340 is optimized for cutting flexible insulation materials. Always wear appropriate personal
protective equipment (PPE), including eye protection and a dust mask, when cutting.

o Prepare the Material: Lay the insulation material flat on a stable, elevated surface. Mark your
desired cut line clearly.

« Position the Tool: Place the blade against the edge of the insulation material, aligning it with your
marked cut line.

« Start the Cut: Activate the tool by pressing the trigger. Allow the blade to reach full speed before
engaging the material.

o Guide the Cut: Apply steady, even pressure to guide the saw along the cut line. Do not force the
tool; let the blade do the work.

o Maintain Control: Keep a firm grip and maintain control of the tool throughout the cutting process.

« Complete the Cut: Continue through the material until the cut is complete. Release the trigger to
stop the blade.

MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your Hercules 1K-340.

1. Cleaning

o After each use, remove the battery pack.

o Use a soft brush or compressed air to remove dust and debris from the tool's ventilation openings and
blade clamp area.

« Wipe the exterior of the tool with a clean, damp cloth. Do not use harsh chemicals or abrasive
cleaners.

2. Blade Care

» Inspect the blade regularly for wear, damage, or dullness. A dull blade can lead to inefficient cutting
and increased strain on the tool.

o Replace worn or damaged blades promptly with genuine Hercules replacement blades.

¢ Clean the blade after use to remove any accumulated insulation fibers.

3. Battery Storage

o Store battery packs in a cool, dry place, away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures.
o For long-term storage, charge the battery to approximately 50% capacity.

o Do not store battery packs with metal objects that could short the terminals.

TROUBLESHOOTING

This section addresses common issues you might encounter with your Hercules IK-340.



Problem

Tool does not start

Blade not cutting
effectively

Excessive vibration or
noise

Battery not charging

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature

Model Number
Brand

Power Source

Battery Type

Strokes Per Minute (SPM)

Blade Material
Handle Material

Item Weight

Included Components

UPC

Possible Cause

Battery not charged
Battery not properly
inserted

Faulty battery or tool

Dull or damaged
blade

Incorrect blade for
material
Insufficient power

Loose blade
Damaged blade
Internal mechanical
issue

Charger not plugged
in

Faulty charger or
battery

Battery too hot/cold

Solution

Charge the battery fully

Ensure battery is clicked into place

Test with another battery if available; contact support if
issue persists

Replace the blade

Ensure you are using the correct serrated blade for
insulation

Recharge battery

Ensure blade is securely clamped
Replace blade
Discontinue use and contact support

Check power connection

Test charger with another battery if possible; contact
support

Allow battery to reach room temperature

Specification

IK-340

Hercules

Battery Powered

14.4V Lithium-lon (included)

Up to 3,000

Fiber (Serrated)

Thermoplastic Elastomers or Polypropylene

6 pounds

Case

855170001773

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Hercules products are manufactured to high-quality standards. For specific warranty information, please
refer to the warranty card included with your product or visit the official Hercules website. Keep your

purchase receipt as proof of purchase.

For technical assistance, replacement parts, or any questions regarding your Hercules IK-340, please



contact Hercules customer support. Contact information can typically be found on the product packaging or
the brand's official website.
Online Support: www.herculescutters.com

© 2025 Hercules. All rights reserved.
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o o Hercules Deluxe Hot Wire Table #8500 DHWT Manual and Operating Instructions

Fanual

Comprehensive manual for the Hercules Deluxe Hot Wire Table #8500 DHWT, covering assembly,
operation, safety instructions, cutting techniques, and maintenance. Learn how to cut foam,
polystyrene, and Styrofoam cleanly and safely.

Comment vérifier l'installation d'un périphérique Hercules WiFi

Guide pour vérifier l'installation correcte de votre périphérique WiFi Hercules sur Windows en
utilisant le Gestionnaire de périphériques. Inclut des étapes pour identifier les problemes
d'installation et de configuration.
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Hercules HC72B 6-1/2" Cordless Circular Saw Owner's Manual & Safety Instructions
Comprehensive owner's manual and safety instructions for the Hercules HC72B 6-1/2" Cordless
Circular Saw, including operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and warranty information from
Harbor Freight Tools.

HERCULES gyeiverat

= (s

‘ Hercules HCB92B 20V Brushless 1/2" Hammer Drill Owner's Manual & Safety Instructions
Comprehensive owner's manual and safety instructions for the Hercules HCB92B 20V Brushless
1/2" Hammer Drill. Includes setup, operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and warranty
information.
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Hercules 12V Ratchet Owner's Manual & Safety Instructions

Comprehensive owner's manual and safety instructions for the Hercules 12V Ratchet (Models
HDO031B, HD032B, HD034B, HD033B), covering general safety, power tool use, battery care,
troubleshooting, and warranty information.

HERCULES HCB81B 20V Brushless 1/4" Impact Driver Owner's Manual & Safety Instructions
Comprehensive owner's manual and safety instructions for the HERCULES HCB81B 20V
Brushless 1/4" Impact Driver. Covers setup, operation, maintenance, troubleshooting,

specifications, and warranty information.
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