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1. IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

Please read all instructions carefully before operating your Klipsch R-120SW Subwoofer. Retain this manual for
future reference.

Do not expose this appliance to dripping or splashing.

Do not place objects filled with liquids, such as vases, on the apparatus.

Ensure proper ventilation. Do not block any ventilation openings.

Place the subwoofer on a stable, level surface to prevent tipping.

Unplug the apparatus during lightning storms or when unused for long periods.

Refer all servicing to qualified service personnel.

2. PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that the following items are included in your package:

Klipsch R-120SW Subwoofer

Grille

Power Cord

Instruction Manual (this document)
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Image 1: Klipsch R-120SW Subwoofer. This image displays the front and side of the subwoofer, highlighting its design and the
exposed copper woofer cone.

3. SETUP

3.1 Placement
The placement of your subwoofer can significantly impact its performance. Experiment with different locations to find
the optimal sound for your room. Generally, placing the subwoofer in a corner can enhance bass output, while
placing it along a wall can provide a more balanced sound. Avoid placing it directly against a wall if possible, as this
can sometimes lead to boomy or indistinct bass.



Image 2: Subwoofer in a living room environment. This image illustrates a typical placement of the subwoofer within a home audio
system, demonstrating how it can blend with room decor.

3.2 Connections
Connect the subwoofer to your audio receiver or amplifier using an LFE (Low-Frequency Effects) RCA cable.
Ensure all connections are secure before powering on the unit.

1. Locate the LFE output on your AV receiver.

2. Connect one end of a shielded subwoofer RCA cable to the LFE output of your receiver.

3. Connect the other end of the RCA cable to the LINE IN (LFE) jack on the rear panel of the Klipsch R-120SW
Subwoofer.

4. Plug the supplied power cord into the subwoofer's power inlet and then into a suitable wall outlet.



Image 3: Rear panel connections and controls. This image provides a detailed view of the subwoofer's rear panel, including the
power input, RCA line-in, and control knobs for Gain, Low Pass, and Phase.

3.3 Initial Settings
After connecting, adjust the following controls on the rear panel:

GAIN: This control adjusts the subwoofer's volume level. Start with the gain set to approximately half-way.
You can fine-tune this later using your receiver's calibration or by ear.

LOW PASS: When using the LFE input, set the LOW PASS filter to its highest setting (LFE). Your AV receiver
will manage the crossover frequency. If connecting via stereo RCA inputs, adjust this to blend with your main
speakers (typically between 80Hz and 120Hz).

PHASE: This switch (0°/180°) helps blend the subwoofer's output with your main speakers. Start at 0°. If the
bass sounds weak or hollow, try switching to 180°.

POWER: Set to 'AUTO' for the subwoofer to automatically power on when an audio signal is detected and
enter standby mode after a period of inactivity. Alternatively, set to 'ON' for continuous operation.

4. OPERATION

Once connected and initial settings are applied, the subwoofer is ready for operation. The 'AUTO' power setting is
recommended for convenience, allowing the subwoofer to manage its power state based on audio input.



4.1 Adjusting Sound
Fine-tune the GAIN control to achieve a balanced bass level that complements your main speakers without
overpowering them. The goal is for the subwoofer to seamlessly integrate into your audio system, providing a
foundation for low frequencies rather than drawing attention to itself.

5. MAINTENANCE

To ensure the longevity and optimal performance of your Klipsch R-120SW Subwoofer, follow these maintenance
guidelines:

Cleaning: Use a dry, soft cloth to clean the cabinet. Avoid using abrasive cleaners, solvents, or strong
detergents.

Dust: Regularly dust the woofer cone and cabinet to prevent buildup.

Environment: Keep the subwoofer away from direct sunlight, heat sources, and excessive moisture. Ensure
adequate airflow around the unit.

Grille: The magnetic grille can be removed for cleaning or for a different aesthetic. Handle it carefully to avoid
damage.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your subwoofer, refer to the following common problems and solutions:

No Sound:

Ensure the power cord is securely plugged into both the subwoofer and the wall outlet.

Check that the power switch on the rear panel is set to 'ON' or 'AUTO'.

Verify that the RCA cable is properly connected to both the subwoofer's LFE input and your receiver's
LFE output.

Confirm that your receiver's subwoofer output is enabled and the volume is not muted.

Distorted or Boomy Sound:

Adjust the GAIN control to a lower setting.

Re-evaluate subwoofer placement. Moving it slightly away from corners or walls can reduce boominess.

Check the LOW PASS setting. If using LFE input, ensure it's set to LFE.

Weak or Unbalanced Bass:

Increase the GAIN control.

Toggle the PHASE switch (0°/180°) to see which setting provides a stronger, more coherent bass
response with your main speakers.

Ensure your receiver's subwoofer level is appropriately set.

Humming Noise:

Ensure all audio cables are securely connected.

Try plugging the subwoofer into a different electrical outlet, preferably on a different circuit.

If the hum persists, a ground loop isolator may be necessary.

7. SPECIFICATIONS



The following are the technical specifications for the Klipsch R-120SW Subwoofer:

Feature Specification

Speaker Type Subwoofer

Woofer Diameter 12 Inches (Spun-Copper IMG Woofer)

Frequency Response 29 Hz – 120 Hz (+/- 3 dB)

Amplifier Power (Continuous/Peak) 200 Watts / 400 Watts (All-Digital Amplifier)

Maximum Acoustic Output 116 dB

Bass Reflex Via Rear-Firing Port

Connectivity Technology Wired (RCA)

Product Dimensions (D x W x H) 19.2" x 14" x 16.5" (48.8 cm x 35.6 cm x 41.9 cm)

Item Weight 31 Pounds (14.06 kg)

Material Wood

Color Black

Power Source Corded Electric

Model Number R-120SW

UPC 743878036213



Image 4: Subwoofer dimensions. This image clearly labels the depth, width, and height of the Klipsch R-120SW Subwoofer, aiding in
placement and space planning.

8. WARRANTY INFORMATION

The Klipsch R-120SW Subwoofer comes with a limited warranty. For specific details regarding warranty coverage,
duration, and terms, please refer to the warranty card included with your product or visit the official Klipsch website.
Keep your proof of purchase for warranty claims.

9. CUSTOMER SUPPORT

For further assistance, technical support, or service inquiries regarding your Klipsch R-120SW Subwoofer, please
contact Klipsch customer support through their official website or the contact information provided in your product
documentation.

Official Klipsch Website: www.klipsch.com

Related Documents - R-120SW
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Klipsch Reference R-51PM Powered Bluetooth Speaker & R-120SW Subwoofer User Manual
Comprehensive user manual for Klipsch Reference R-51PM powered Bluetooth speakers and R-
120SW subwoofers. Learn about setup, connections, features, and troubleshooting for your Klipsch
audio system.

Klipsch R-120SWi Reference Subwoofer User Manual
User manual for the Klipsch R-120SWi Reference Subwoofer, covering inspection, positioning,
controls, wired and wireless connections, care, and product registration. Learn how to set up and
use your Klipsch subwoofer for optimal audio performance.

Klipsch Reference Subwoofers User Manual
User manual for Klipsch Reference Subwoofers, covering setup, connections, controls, and care.

Klipsch Reference Subwoofers User Manual
Official user manual for Klipsch Reference subwoofers (R-8SW, R-10SW, R-12SW). Learn about
setup, connections, controls, positioning, and care for your Klipsch sound system.

Klipsch Reference R-51PM-1, R-15PM-1, R-50PM Powered Monitor Speakers User Manual
Explore the Klipsch Reference R-51PM-1, R-15PM-1, and R-50PM Powered Monitor Speakers with
this comprehensive guide. Learn about setup, various connection options (TV, computer, turntable),
Bluetooth wireless technology, subwoofer output, LED indicators, remote control functions, care,
and dynamic bass EQ. Optimize your audio experience with these versatile powered speakers.

Klipsch R-10B Soundbar and Subwoofer User Manual
Comprehensive guide for setting up and operating the Klipsch R-10B Soundbar and Subwoofer,
including connection options, remote control programming, and placement advice.
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