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Model: TC5540 | Brand: Delphi

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the proper handling, installation, and maintenance of the Delphi TC5540
Arm and Joint. Designed for specific vehicle applications, this component is crucial for the steering and suspension
system, ensuring vehicle stability and control. Adherence to these guidelines will help ensure optimal performance and
longevity of the part.

ProbucTt OVERVIEW

The Delphi TC5540 is a high-quality control arm and joint assembly, engineered to meet original equipment (OE)
specifications. It plays a vital role in connecting the vehicle's chassis to the wheel hub, allowing for controlled movement
of the suspension while maintaining wheel alignment.
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Figure 1: Top-down view of the Delphi TC5540 Arm and Joint, showcasing its overall structure and connection points.

This image displays the complete Delphi TC5540 Arm and Joint assembly, highlighting the main arm, the ball joint, and the bushing. The robust
construction is evident, designed for durability in automotive suspension systems.



Figure 2: Angled view of the Delphi TC5540, showing the ball joint and bushing ends.

An angled perspective of the control arm, emphasizing the precision-machined ball stud and the durable bushing, both critical for smooth joint
operation and vehicle handling.



Figure 3: Side view of the control arm, showing the Delphi branding and structural details.

This view provides a clear look at the side profile of the control arm, including the embossed "DELPHI" logo, indicating its authenticity and quality
manufacturing.
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Figure 4: Bottom view of the Delphi TC5540, highlighting the mounting points.

A view from underneath the control arm, showing the robust design of the mounting brackets and the secure attachment points for installation.

Figure 5: Close-up view of the ball joint assembly.

This detailed image focuses on the ball joint, illustrating its protective boot and the threaded stud, which is crucial for connecting to the steering
knuckle.

Figure 6: Close-up view of the bushing end of the control arm.

A close examination of the bushing, showing its robust rubber construction designed to absorb vibrations and provide a smooth, quiet ride while
connecting to the vehicle frame.

Key Features:

¢ Quality Assurance: Undergoes 100% crack detection and ultrasonic flaw detection to ensure materials meet OE
specifications.

o Precision Manufacturing: Utilizes robot welding for consistent performance and quality.

« Enhanced Durability: Ball studs are machined to micron tolerances for superior durability and smooth joint
operation.

o Corrosion Resistance: Features anti-corrosion protection applied to each part for optimum corrosion prevention
and enhanced aesthetics.



SETUP AND INSTALLATION

The Delphi TC5540 Arm and Joint is designed for vehicle-specific fitment. Proper installation is critical for vehicle safety
and performance. It is highly recommended that installation be performed by a qualified automotive technician using
appropriate tools and following vehicle manufacturer's service procedures.

General Installation Considerations:

o Safety First: Always use proper safety equipment, including jack stands, safety glasses, and gloves. Ensure the
vehicle is securely supported before beginning any work.

» Component Inspection: Before installation, inspect the new part for any shipping damage.
+ Vehicle Preparation: Lift the vehicle safely and remove the wheel. Access the existing control arm.

» Removal of Old Part: Carefully remove the bolts and nuts securing the old control arm. Note the orientation of the
old part for correct installation of the new one.

« Installation of New Part: Position the Delphi TC5540 Arm and Joint into place. Secure all bolts and nuts to the
vehicle manufacturer's specified torque settings.

o Alignment: After replacing suspension components, a professional wheel alignment is strongly recommended to
ensure correct steering geometry and tire wear.

Refer to your vehicle's specific service manual for detailed, step-by-step installation instructions and torque specifications.

OPERATING PRINCIPLES

The control arm, also known as a wishbone, is a hinged suspension link between the chassis and the suspension upright
or hub that carries the wheel. The Delphi TC5540, as a control arm and joint assembly, allows for the vertical movement
of the wheel while maintaining its lateral position relative to the vehicle. The ball joint facilitates rotational movement,
allowing the wheel to steer and articulate over uneven surfaces, while the bushing absorbs road shocks and vibrations,
contributing to a smoother ride and reduced noise.

Proper functioning of this component is essential for maintaining wheel alignment, ensuring stable handling, and providing
effective shock absorption. Any compromise in its integrity can lead to poor steering response, uneven tire wear, and
reduced driving comfort.

MAINTENANCE

Control arms and their joints are generally maintenance-free components designed for long service life. However, periodic
inspection is recommended as part of routine vehicle maintenance to identify any signs of wear or damage.

Inspection Guidelines:

o Visual Check: During tire rotations or other undercarriage inspections, visually check the control arm for any signs
of bending, cracks, or corrosion.

o Bushing Condition: Inspect the rubber bushings for cracks, tears, or excessive wear. Worn bushings can lead to
clunking noises and poor handling.

« Ball Joint Boot: Check the ball joint boot for tears or punctures. A damaged boot can allow dirt and moisture to
enter, leading to premature wear of the joint.

o Play in Joint: With the vehicle safely lifted, check for any excessive play in the ball joint or bushing by attempting to
move the wheel assembly. Any noticeable looseness indicates wear.

If any issues are detected, it is advisable to consult a qualified technician for further diagnosis and potential replacement.



TROUBLESHOOTING

Issues with control arms and joints often manifest as noticeable changes in vehicle handling or noise. Below are common

symptoms and potential causes related to this component:

Symptom
Clunking or popping noises
over bumps

Excessive steering play or
looseness

Uneven tire wear (e.g., inner or
outer edge wear)

Vehicle pulling to one side

Vibration felt through the
steering wheel

Potential Cause (Control
Arm/Joint Related)

Worn or loose ball joint; worn
control arm bushings.

Worn ball joint or control arm
bushings.

Bent control arm; worn bushings
affecting alignment.

Bent control arm; worn bushings
affecting alignment.

Severely worn control arm
bushings.

Recommended Action

Inspect ball joint and bushings for play or
damage. Replace if necessary.

Have a professional inspect the steering and
suspension components.

Check for bent components and perform a
wheel alignment.

Inspect control arms and have alignment
checked.

Inspect and replace worn bushings.

If you experience any of these symptoms, it is crucial to have your vehicle inspected by a certified mechanic to ensure

safety and prevent further damage to other suspension components.

SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute

Brand

Model Number

Fit Type

Color

Material

ltem Weight

Product Dimensions
UPC

OEM Part Number(s)
Manufacturer Part Number

Contents

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Detail

Delphi

TC5540

Vehicle Specific Fit

Assorted (Typically Black)

Aluminum, Stainless Steel, Cast Iron, Metal

21.8 pounds (approx.)

23 x 30.5 x 5.8 inches (approx.)

689604301173

54500-CG200, CB61004, CB61004PR, 102-6142, RK620510, 521-274

TC5540

1x Arm And Joint assembly

Delphi stands behind the quality of its products. For specific warranty information regarding the TC5540 Arm and Joint,



please refer to the warranty documentation included with your purchase or visit the official Delphi website. Warranty terms
typically cover defects in materials and workmanship under normal use and service.

For technical support, installation inquiries, or warranty claims, please contact Delphi customer service through their
official channels. It is helpful to have your product model number (TC5540) and purchase details readily available when
seeking support.

Delphi Official Website: www.delphi.com

© 2024 Delphi. All rights reserved. Information subject to change without notice.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Anonymous

Email

you@example.com

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Example: How do | reset this device or fix this error?

Details

Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question
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