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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the GECKO Kalimba 17 Keys Thumb Piano instruction manual. This guide provides essential
information for setting up, operating, maintaining, and troubleshooting your new instrument. The kalimba is a
versatile and easy-to-learn instrument, perfect for beginners and experienced musicians alike, offering a soothing
and melodious sound.

ProbucTt OVERVIEW

Key Features

« High-quality Materials: Crafted from mahogany wood with ore steel bars for enhanced sound, visual appeal,
and tactile experience.

o Wonderful Sound: Produces delightful music with simple thumb movements, suitable for performance,
recording, family gatherings, outdoor activities, and relaxation.

o Study Guidance: Includes a learning booklet and QR code access to video tutorials for detailed instruction on
kalimba use and performance.

o Security Protection: Comes with an EVA waterproof protective box, safeguarding the kalimba from moisture,
oxidation, scratches, and impacts, making it highly portable.

Package Contents

Upon unboxing, please ensure all the following items are present:

e GECKO 17-Key Kalimba (Model K17MBR)
Waterproof Protective EVA Case

o Tuning Hammer

Cleaning Cloth
e Thumb Piano Key Stickers
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o Study Guide / Instruction Book (with music scores)

o Flannelette Bag
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Image: The GECKO 17-Key Kalimba, its waterproof protective case, and the included tuning hammer.
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Image: A visual representation of all items included in the GECKO Kalimba package, such as the kalimba, case, tuning hammer,
cleaning cloth, stickers, and study guide.

SETUP

Initial Inspection

Before playing, carefully inspect your kalimba for any visible damage. Ensure all 17 tines are securely fastened and
appear to be in proper alignment.

Applying Key Stickers (Optional)

For easier learning, you may apply the provided key stickers to the tines. These stickers typically indicate the note
names (e.g., C, D, E) and/or numerical positions, helping you identify notes quickly.
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Image: A close-up view of the kalimba tines, demonstrating how optional note stickers can be applied to aid in learning and note
identification.

Tuning the Kalimba

Your GECKO Kalimba is pre-tuned, but minor adjustments may be necessary due to shipping or environmental
changes. Use the included tuning hammer and a digital tuner (available as a smartphone app) to ensure accurate
pitch.

1. Check Pitch: Pluck a tine and check its pitch against your digital tuner.

2. Adjusting Tines:

o To raise the pitch, gently tap the tine from the bottom towards the top (making it shorter).

o To lower the pitch, gently tap the tine from the top towards the bottom (making it longer).

3. Fine-tuning: Make small, precise adjustments until each tine is in tune.
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Image: An illustration demonstrating the process of tuning a kalimba. It shows how to use the tuning hammer to adjust the length of
the tines to achieve the desired pitch.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Holding the Kalimba

Hold the kalimba comfortably in both hands, with your thumbs free to pluck the tines. The sound holes on the back
can be covered and uncovered with your fingers to create a vibrato effect.

Playing Techniques

To produce sound, gently pluck the end of a tine with your thumbnail. Experiment with plucking different tines and
combinations to create melodies and chords. The longer tines produce lower notes, while shorter tines produce
higher notes.

Learning Resources



Your kalimba comes with a professionally produced learning booklet. This booklet provides detailed instructions,
basic songs, and guidance. Additionally, you can scan the QR code provided in the booklet to access video tutorials,
which offer visual demonstrations and further learning opportunities.
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cover) cover) Rain cover) beyond time and space kalimba&vocals cover)

Image: A visual representation of the learning resources available, including a study guide and references to online video tutorials for
mastering the kalimba.

MAINTENANCE

Proper care will extend the life and preserve the sound quality of your GECKO Kalimba.

o Cleaning: Use the provided cleaning cloth to wipe down the tines and wooden body after each use to remove
fingerprints and dust. Avoid abrasive cleaners.

o Storage: Always store your kalimba in its waterproof protective EVA case when not in use. This protects it
from dust, moisture, and accidental damage.

« Environmental Conditions: Avoid exposing the kalimba to extreme temperatures, direct sunlight, or high
humidity, as these can affect the wood and tuning.

o Tine Care: If tines become dull or corroded over time, a fine metal polish can be used sparingly, followed by
thorough cleaning.



TROUBLESHOOTING

Here are solutions to common issues you might encounter:

o Muted or Buzzing Tines:

o Check if the tine is properly seated under the bridge. Gently push it back into place if it has shifted.

o Ensure the pressure bar is firmly holding the tines.

o Sometimes, a small piece of paper or felt placed between the tine and the bridge can resolve buzzing.

« Difficulty Hearing Higher Notes:

o Higher-pitched tines (e.g., B5, C6, D6, E6) naturally produce less resonance. Try plucking them with
slightly more force or closer to the very edge of the tine for a clearer sound.

o Ensure your fingernails are long enough to pluck effectively.

o Tuning Instability:

o Environmental changes (temperature, humidity) can affect tuning. Allow the instrument to acclimate to its

environment.

o Ensure the tuning hammer is used gently and precisely to avoid over-adjusting.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature

Brand

Model Name

Item Model Number
Number of Keys
Body Material

Tine Material

Color

Item Weight
Package Dimensions

Date First Available

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Detail

Gecko

K17M

K17MBR

17

Mahogany Wood

Ore Steel / Alloy Steel
Maroon

1.85 pounds

9.17 x 7.83 x 3.46 inches

February 1, 2018

GECKO is committed to providing high-quality musical instruments. If you encounter any issues with your kalimba or
have questions regarding its operation or maintenance, please refer to the contact information provided with your
purchase or visit the official GECKO website for customer support.

Specific warranty details may vary. Please retain your proof of purchase for any warranty claims.
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Related Documents - K17MBR

Instrukcja Panelu Sterowania Gecko in.k300 do Wanny Spa
Szczegobtowa instrukcja obstugi panelu sterowania Gecko in.k300 do wanien spa, obejmujaca

konfiguracje, funkcje, programowanie i rozwigzywanie problemoéw dla wanien TebasLuxSpa.

Anleitung zur Fehlerbehebung

Y und in.xe-Serie
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Gecko Y and in.xe Series Troubleshooting Guide
Comprehensive troubleshooting guide for Gecko Y and in.xe series spa control systems, covering

common error messages, LED diagnostics, and step-by-step solutions.
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TechBook

in.stream 2

Gecko in.stream 2 Audio Station for Spas - TechBook
Comprehensive TechBook for the Gecko in.stream 2 audio station for spas, covering installation,

connections, Bluetooth pairing, firmware updates, specifications, and regulatory information.

Gecko in.k300™ Spa Keypad Quick Reference Guide

This guide provides essential information for operating the Gecko in.k300™ spa control keypad,
covering basic functions, programming cycles, special modes, and troubleshooting error codes.
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TechBook

Gecko waterlab
Sanitation made simple
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Gecko waterlab: Smart Spa Water Monitoring System - User Manual and Installation Guide
Comprehensive guide for the Gecko waterlab system, covering installation, maintenance,
troubleshooting, and specifications for smart spa water monitoring and sanitation. Learn how to set
up and use your Gecko waterlab for optimal spa water quality.

TechBook

intouch3 & 3+
Control your spa from anywhere

Gecko in.touch 3 & 3+ TechBook: Control Your Spa Remotely
Comprehensive guide to Gecko's in.touch 3 and in.touch 3+ modules, detailing features,
installation, troubleshooting, and specifications for remote spa control and water monitoring.
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