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INTRODUCTION

The MXR M76 Studio Compressor is an analog guitar effect pedal designed to provide precise control over
guitar dynamics. This pedal features dedicated controls for Attack, Release, Ratio, Input, and Output,
enabling users to fine-tune compression levels from subtle to pronounced. A bright LED gain-reduction
status meter offers visual feedback on the compression activity. Built with Constant Headroom Technology
(CHT), the M76 ensures clear and transparent audio performance with ample headroom. Its durable,
lightweight aluminum housing is designed for seamless integration into any pedalboard setup.
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Front view of the MXR M76 Studio Compressor pedal, showcasing its control knobs and LED meter.

WHAT's IN THE Box

Your MXR M76 Studio Compressor package includes the following items:

o MXR M76 Studio Compressor Pedal
o 9-volt power supply
o 2 patch cables

o 6 assorted Dunlop picks



The included 9-volt power supply.

One of the two included patch cables.



The set of six assorted Dunlop guitar picks.

SETUP

Follow these steps to connect your MXR M76 Studio Compressor:

1. Connect your guitar to the INPUT jack, typically located on the right side of the pedal.

2. Connect the OUTPUT jack, typically located on the left side of the pedal, to your amplifier or the input
of the next effect pedal in your signal chain.

3. Connect the included 9-volt power supply to the power input jack, usually found at the top or side of
the pedal.

4. Ensure all cable connections are secure before powering on your amplifier and engaging the pedal.

Angled view of the pedal, highlighting the input, output, and power connections.



OPERATING CONTROLS

The MXR M76 Studio Compressor features the following controls for precise dynamic shaping:

o INPUT: This knob adjusts the input level of your guitar signal entering the compressor circuit. Proper
setting ensures the signal is strong enough to trigger compression without clipping.

o OUTPUT: Controls the overall output volume of the effect. Use this to match the compressed signal
level with your bypassed signal or to boost the signal.

o ATTACK: Determines how quickly the compressor reacts to signals that exceed the set threshold.
Faster attack times (lower settings) will compress the initial transient of a note more aggressively, while
slower attack times (higher settings) allow more of the initial transient to pass through uncompressed.

o RELEASE: Sets the duration for the compressor to return to its uncompressed state after the input
signal drops below the threshold. Shorter release times (lower settings) can make the compression
more noticeable, while longer release times (higher settings) result in a smoother, more sustained
sound.

« RATIO: Defines the amount of compression applied once the signal exceeds the threshold. For
example, a ratio of 4:1 means that for every 4dB the input signal goes over the threshold, the output
signal will only increase by 1dB. Higher ratios result in more aggressive compression.

o GAIN REDUCTION LED METER: This 10-segment LED display provides a visual indication of the
amount of gain reduction being applied in real-time. More illuminated LEDs signify greater
compression.
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The MXR M76 Studio Compressor with its gain reduction LED meter active, indicating compression.

MAINTENANCE

To ensure optimal performance and longevity of your MXR M76 Studio Compressor, follow these
maintenance guidelines:

o Clean the pedal periodically with a soft, dry cloth. Avoid using abrasive cleaners, solvents, or harsh
chemicals, as these can damage the finish or internal components.

o Store the pedal in a dry environment, away from extreme temperatures, direct sunlight, and high
humidity.

o Disconnect the power supply when the pedal is not in use for extended periods to prevent unnecessary
wear and tear.

« Handle the pedal with care to avoid physical damage to the enclosure, knobs, or jacks.

TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter any issues with your MXR M76 Studio Compressor, consider the following troubleshooting
steps:

No Sound:

o Check all cable connections (input, output, and power supply) to ensure they are securely
plugged in.

o Verify that the 9-volt power supply is correctly connected and functional.

o Ensure the pedal is engaged (footswitch pressed).

Weak or Distorted Signal:

o Adjust the OUTPUT knob to increase the volume.
o Check the INPUT knob to ensure the signal is not being excessively attenuated or overdriven.

o Inspect all cables for damage or faulty connections.

Unwanted Noise (Hum, Hiss):

o Ensure all cables are in good condition and properly shielded.

o Try isolating the pedal from other effects pedals and power sources to identify if the noise
originates from another component in your signal chain.

o Verify that the power supply is providing clean, stable 9V DC power.

No Compression Effect:

o Verify that the RATIO, ATTACK, and RELEASE knobs are set appropriately for the desired
compression.

o Ensure the INPUT level is sufficient to trigger compression, as indicated by the Gain Reduction
LED Meter.

SPECIFICATIONS

Key product specifications for the MXR M76 Studio Compressor:



Feature Detail

Model Number M76

ltem Weight 1 pound (0.45 kg)

Product Dimensions 6 x 3 x 3 inches (15.24 x 7.62 x 7.62 cm)
Material Type Aluminum

Power Source Electric

Voltage 9 Volts DC

Connector Type 9V DC power connector

Signal Format Analog

True Bypass Yes

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For detailed warranty information, product registration, and technical support, please visit the official MXR
website or contact their customer service department directly. It is recommended to retain your purchase
receipt as proof of purchase for any warranty claims.
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