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Donner A Style Mandolin DML-1

Instruction Manual

Model: DML-1

INTRODUCTION

Thank you for choosing the Donner A Style Mandolin DML-1. This 8-string acoustic mandolin is crafted with a
mahogany body and features a glossy sunburst finish, offering a rich, warm sound suitable for various musical
styles. This manual provides essential information for setting up, operating, maintaining, and troubleshooting
your instrument to ensure optimal performance and longevity.
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Great Craftsmanship

Quangin only uses AAA African mahogany, and uses the best
materials to make the best quality mandolin

Figure 1: Donner A Style Mandolin DML-1, Sunburst

A full view of the Donner A Style Mandolin DML-1, showcasing its classic sunburst finish and traditional A-style body shape.

ProbpucTt FEATURES

« Mahogany Body: Constructed from mahogany wood, providing stable performance, enhanced
durability, and a richer, brighter sound with translucent high frequencies.

« Chrome Plated Open Gear Tuners: Designed for easy and stable tuning, ensuring the mandolin stays
in tune during play.

o Adjustable Compensating Bridge: Features a metal knob and solid wood construction, allowing for
easy adjustment to achieve a comfortable playing feel.

o Carved Patterned Tailpiece: Adds an exquisite touch to the instrument's aesthetic.

o Black ABS Pickguard: Protects the mandolin's body from scratches during playing.



Chrome Plated Knob

Unique knob style design and high-quality open knobs give
you stable tuning and vintage appearance
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Figure 2: Mandolin Headstock with Chrome Tuners

A detailed view of the mandolin's headstock, highlighting the chrome-plated open gear tuners for precise tuning.
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Figure 3: Mandolin Body Details

A close-up of the mandolin's body, featuring the f-holes and the protective black ABS pickguard.

SETUP



Your Donner A Style Mandolin DML-1 comes with essential accessories to get you started. Please follow
these steps for initial setup:

1. Unpacking: Carefully remove the mandolin and all accessories from the packaging. The bundle includes
a gig bag, extra strings, a digital clip-on tuner, a polishing cloth, and guitar picks.

2. Bridge Placement: The mandolin bridge is often shipped unattached to prevent damage. Locate the
bridge and carefully place it on the mandolin's top, aligning it with the f-holes and string paths. The bridge
should be positioned so that the strings are roughly centered over the fretboard.

3. Stringing: Your mandolin may come with strings already installed, but it's good practice to check their
condition. If new strings are needed or if the bridge was unattached, carefully install the strings, ensuring
they are properly seated in the tailpiece and wound around the tuning pegs. Refer to online resources or
a professional for detailed stringing instructions if unsure.

4. Tuning: Use the included digital clip-on tuner. Attach it to the headstock of the mandolin. Pluck each
string pair individually and adjust the corresponding tuning peg until the tuner indicates the correct pitch.
Mandolins are typically tuned in fifths: G-G-D-D-A-A-E-E (from lowest to highest pitch). New strings may
stretch and require frequent re-tuning initially.

Figure 4: Included Accessories

The Donner A Style Mandolin DML-1 comes bundled with a gig bag, digital clip-on tuner, extra strings, polishing cloth, and
guitar picks.

Video 1: Unboxing and Initial Setup of the Donner A Style Mandolin DML-1. This video demonstrates the unboxing process
and highlights the included accessories, providing a visual guide for getting started with your mandolin.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Once your mandolin is set up and tuned, you can begin to explore playing it:

1. Holding the Mandolin: Sit comfortably with the mandolin resting on your lap. The body should be
against your torso, and the neck should extend away from you at a slight upward angle. Use a strap for
standing play.

2. Picking Technique: Hold a guitar pick (one is included in your bundle) between your thumb and index
finger. Use a downward and upward motion to strike the string pairs. Experiment with different pick
angles and pressure to find your preferred tone.

3. Fretting: Use the fingers of your non-picking hand to press down on the strings just behind the frets.
Ensure firm pressure to produce clear notes without buzzing.

4. Basic Chords and Scales: Begin by learning simple chords and scales. Numerous online resources and



instructional books are available to guide you through basic mandolin playing.

MAINTENANCE

Proper care will extend the life and maintain the sound quality of your mandolin:
o Cleaning: After each use, wipe down the strings, fretboard, and body with the included polishing cloth to
remove oils and sweat. This prevents grime buildup and corrosion.

o String Replacement: Strings should be replaced regularly, typically every few months or when they
sound dull or show signs of wear. Use the extra set of alloy steel strings provided or purchase new ones
of similar gauge.

o Storage: When not in use, store your mandolin in its gig bag to protect it from dust, humidity changes,
and accidental damage. Avoid extreme temperatures and direct sunlight.

« Bridge Adjustment: Periodically check the bridge position and height. Adjust as needed to maintain
optimal string action and intonation.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Here are some common issues and their solutions:
o Tuning Instability: New strings often stretch and require frequent re-tuning. Ensure strings are properly
wound around tuning pegs. Check if tuning pegs are loose; tighten screws if necessary.

o Buzzing Strings: This can be caused by low string action (strings too close to the fretboard), uneven
frets, or improper fretting technique. Adjust the bridge height or consult a luthier if the issue persists.

o Dull Sound: Old or dirty strings can produce a dull sound. Replace strings regularly and keep them
clean.

« Difficulty Playing: High string action can make the mandolin harder to play. Adjust the bridge height to
lower the action to a comfortable level.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail
Brand Donner
Model Number DML-1
Color Sunburst
Instrument Type Mandolin
Number of Strings 8

Top Material Type Mahogany
Back Material Type Mahogany
String Material Type Alloy Steel
Finish Type Glossy

Hand Orientation Right Hand



Item Weight 3.5 Pounds
Item Dimensions (L x W x H) 4.72 x 24.41 x 14.17 inches (12 x 62 x 36 cm)

Included Components Gig bag, extra strings, digital clip-on tuner, polishing cloth, guitar picks

WARRANTY & SUPPORT

The Donner A Style Mandolin DML-1 comes with a1-year warranty. For any product inquiries, technical
support, or warranty claims, please refer to the official Donner website or contact their customer service
directly. Keep your purchase receipt as proof of purchase for warranty services.
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