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INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the proper installation, operation, and maintenance of your Shimano
Tourney TZ500 6-Speed Right Thumb Shifter. Designed for reliable and smooth gear changes, this component is
suitable for mountain bikes, hybrid bikes, and city cruisers. Please read these instructions thoroughly before use to
ensure optimal performance and safety.

SAFETY INFORMATION

Always prioritize safety when working with bicycle components. Improper installation or adjustment can lead to
serious injury or damage to your bicycle. If you are unsure about any step, consult a professional bicycle mechanic.

Ensure all bolts are tightened to the manufacturer's recommended torque specifications.

Wear appropriate safety gear, such as gloves and eye protection, during installation.

Regularly inspect your shifter and cables for wear or damage.

WHAT'S IN THE BOX

Your package should contain the following items:

Shimano Tourney TZ500 6-Speed Right Thumb Shifter

Flat Bar-Right mounting hardware

SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Follow these general steps for installing your new shifter. Specific cable routing and derailleur adjustment may vary
based on your bicycle frame and existing components.

1. Prepare the Handlebar: Ensure there is sufficient space on the right side of your handlebar for the shifter.
Remove any existing grips or accessories as needed.
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2. Mount the Shifter: Position the shifter on the handlebar. The clamp should be snug but not overtightened
initially. Adjust its position for comfortable thumb access.

3. Connect the Shift Cable: Route the shift cable from the shifter to the rear derailleur. Ensure the cable runs
smoothly without kinks or excessive friction. Secure the cable to the derailleur according to the derailleur's
instructions.

4. Initial Adjustment: With the cable connected, perform an initial adjustment of the derailleur to ensure it shifts
through all 6 gears smoothly. Fine-tune the cable tension using the barrel adjuster on the shifter or derailleur.

5. Secure the Shifter: Once the position is comfortable and shifting is smooth, tighten the shifter's clamp bolt
securely. Do not overtighten.

This image displays the Shimano Tourney TZ500 6-Speed Right Thumb Shifter, showing its ergonomic design, the Shimano
branding, and the optical gear display with numbers 1 through 6 visible.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

The Shimano Tourney TZ500 shifter provides intuitive control over your bicycle's 6-speed drivetrain.

1. Shifting Up (Higher Gear): To shift to a higher gear (smaller cog on the rear wheel, for faster pedaling), press
the main thumb lever forward. Each click corresponds to one gear change.

2. Shifting Down (Lower Gear): To shift to a lower gear (larger cog on the rear wheel, for easier pedaling),
press the smaller release lever with your thumb. Each click corresponds to one gear change.

3. Optical Gear Display: The integrated optical gear display clearly shows your current gear position (1 through
6). This allows for quick and precise gear selection at a glance.



An angled view of the Shimano Tourney TZ500 shifter, emphasizing the thumb lever for shifting and the clear optical gear display
indicating the current gear selection.

MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and smooth operation of your shifter.

Cleaning: Keep the shifter clean from dirt and debris. Use a damp cloth to wipe down the exterior. Avoid using
harsh chemicals.

Cable Inspection: Periodically check the shift cable for fraying, rust, or excessive friction. Replace worn cables
promptly.

Lubrication: Apply a small amount of bicycle-specific lubricant to the pivot points of the shifter levers and where
the cable enters the housing to maintain smooth action.

Adjustment Check: Regularly check gear shifting for accuracy. If shifting becomes sluggish or inaccurate, re-
adjust the cable tension.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Here are solutions to common issues you might encounter:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Shifting is stiff or
difficult.

Dirty or corroded cable/housing,
lack of lubrication.

Clean and lubricate the shift cable and housing.
Replace if severely corroded.

Gears are not
shifting accurately.

Incorrect cable tension, bent
derailleur hanger, worn
chain/cassette.

Adjust cable tension using the barrel adjuster. Inspect
derailleur hanger and drivetrain components.

Shifter feels loose
on the handlebar.

Clamp bolt is not tightened
sufficiently.

Tighten the clamp bolt to secure the shifter. Do not
overtighten.



SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Brand SHIMANO

Model Name Tourney SL-TZ500

Model Number ESLTZ5006RA

Number of Speeds 6

Bike Type Compatibility Mountain Bike, Road Bike (with flat bars)

Color Black

Item Weight 4.8 ounces

Special Feature Optical Gear Display

WARRANTY

This Shimano Tourney TZ500 6-Speed Right Thumb Shifter comes with a Limited Warranty. For specific details
regarding coverage and duration, please refer to the warranty information provided by Shimano or the retailer at the
time of purchase. Additionally, a 30-day return/replacement policy may apply from the point of purchase.

SUPPORT

For technical assistance, replacement parts, or further inquiries, please contact your authorized Shimano dealer or
visit the official Shimano website. When contacting support, please have your product model number
(ESLTZ5006RA) and purchase information readily available.

© 2026 Shimano. All rights reserved.
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