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Brand: Hamilton Beach

1. INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

Thank you for choosing the Hamilton Beach 1.6 cu. ft. Retro Bar Fridge. This compact refrigerator is designed
for convenience and efficiency, featuring a retro aesthetic with modern functionality. Its compact size and
thoughtful design make it ideal for various settings, including dorm rooms, offices, or entertainment areas.
Key features of your new refrigerator include:

1.6 Cubic Feet Capacity

Integrated Side Bottle Opener

Compressor Cooled for Optimal Performance

Adjustable Thermostat for Temperature Control

Reversible Door for Flexible Placement

Adjustable Leveling Feet

Convenient Slide-Out Shelves for Easy Cleaning

Space-Saving Flush Back Design

2. IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

Please read all safety instructions carefully before operating your refrigerator to reduce the risk of fire, electric
shock, or injury.

Electrical Safety

Ensure the power outlet is properly grounded.
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Do not use extension cords or ungrounded adapters.

Never unplug the appliance by pulling on the power cord. Always grasp the plug firmly.

Do not operate the refrigerator if the power cord is damaged.

General Safety

This appliance is intended for household use only.

Keep ventilation openings clear of obstruction.

Do not store explosive substances such as aerosol cans with a flammable propellant in this appliance.

Do not place heavy objects on top of the refrigerator.

Supervise children to ensure they do not play with the appliance.

Unplug the refrigerator before cleaning or performing maintenance.

3. PARTS AND FEATURES

Familiarize yourself with the components of your Hamilton Beach Retro Bar Fridge.



Figure 3.1: Front view of the Hamilton Beach Retro Bar Fridge, showcasing its blue exterior, chrome handle, and integrated
side bottle opener.



Figure 3.2: Interior view of the refrigerator, illustrating the main storage area with a removable wire shelf, a compact freezer
compartment, and bottle/can storage in the door.

Main Components:

Adjustable Thermostat Dial: Located inside, controls the cooling temperature.

Freezer Compartment: Small internal section for ice cubes or small frozen items.

Slide-Out Wire Shelf: Removable for flexible storage and easy cleaning.

Door Storage: Compartments within the door for bottles and cans.

Side Bottle Opener: Conveniently located on the exterior side.

Reversible Door Hinge: Allows the door to open from either the left or right side.

Adjustable Leveling Feet: For stabilizing the unit on uneven surfaces.

4. SETUP

4.1 Unpacking

1. Remove all packaging materials, including foam and adhesive tape.

2. Inspect the refrigerator for any shipping damage. Report any damage to your retailer immediately.

3. Clean the interior and exterior of the refrigerator with a soft cloth and mild detergent before use.

4.2 Placement

Place the refrigerator on a firm, level surface strong enough to support the unit when fully loaded.

Ensure adequate ventilation. Allow at least 4 inches (10 cm) of space around the back and sides of the
unit for proper air circulation. The flush back design minimizes rear clearance needs but ventilation is still



crucial.

Avoid placing the refrigerator in direct sunlight or near heat sources (e.g., stoves, heaters, radiators) as
this will increase energy consumption.

This appliance is designed for indoor use only.

4.3 Leveling the Refrigerator

Your refrigerator has adjustable leveling feet. To level the unit:

1. Carefully tilt the refrigerator slightly to access the feet.

2. Turn the leveling feet clockwise to raise the unit or counter-clockwise to lower it.

3. Ensure the refrigerator is level to prevent vibrations and ensure proper door sealing.

4.4 Reversible Door (Optional)

The door on your refrigerator can be reversed to open from the left or right side, depending on your space
requirements. Refer to the detailed diagram in the full manual for specific steps. This process typically
involves:

1. Unplugging the unit.

2. Removing hinge covers and screws.

3. Transferring the door and hinges to the opposite side.

4. Reattaching all components securely.

4.5 Initial Power-Up

After placement and leveling, wait at least 2-4 hours before plugging the refrigerator into a power outlet. This
allows the refrigerant to settle, preventing potential damage to the cooling system.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

5.1 Temperature Control

The temperature inside the refrigerator is controlled by an adjustable thermostat dial located inside the unit.
The dial typically ranges from 'MIN' (warmest) to 'MAX' (coldest).

Turn the dial towards 'MAX' for colder temperatures.

Turn the dial towards 'MIN' for warmer temperatures.

For general use, a medium setting is often sufficient.

Allow several hours for the temperature to stabilize after adjusting the dial.

5.2 Loading the Refrigerator

Do not overload the refrigerator. Leave space between items for proper air circulation.

Ensure bottles and containers are sealed to prevent spills and odors.

The small freezer compartment is suitable for ice cube trays or very small frozen items. It is not designed
for long-term storage of large quantities of frozen food.



5.3 Using the Side Bottle Opener

The integrated bottle opener on the side of the unit provides convenient access for opening bottled beverages.
Simply place the bottle cap under the opener and leverage downwards to remove the cap.

6. MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING

6.1 Defrosting (Manual Defrost)

This refrigerator features manual defrost. Frost will accumulate on the inner walls of the freezer compartment.
Defrost when the frost layer is approximately 1/4 inch (6 mm) thick.

1. Unplug the refrigerator from the power outlet.

2. Remove all food items and place them in another cooler or refrigerator.

3. Leave the door open to allow frost to melt naturally. Place a towel or shallow pan at the bottom to catch
melting water.

4. Do not use sharp objects or heating devices to remove frost, as this can damage the cooling system.

5. Once defrosted, wipe the interior dry with a soft cloth.

6.2 Interior Cleaning

Always unplug the unit before cleaning.

Remove the slide-out wire shelf for easier cleaning. Wash with mild soap and water, rinse, and dry
thoroughly.

Clean the interior surfaces with a solution of mild detergent and warm water. Avoid abrasive cleaners or
harsh chemicals.

Wipe dry with a soft cloth.

6.3 Exterior Cleaning

Wipe the exterior surfaces with a soft cloth dampened with mild soap and water.

Do not use abrasive cleaners or solvents that may damage the finish.

Ensure the power cord and plug remain dry.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

Before contacting customer service, please check the following common issues and solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Refrigerator does
not operate.

No power to the unit.
Check if the power cord is securely plugged in. Check the
circuit breaker or fuse.



Refrigerator is
not cold enough.

Temperature setting
is too high (warm).
Door is not closed
properly.
Excessive door
openings.
Poor ventilation.

Adjust the thermostat to a colder setting.
Ensure the door is fully closed and sealed.
Reduce frequency of door openings.
Ensure adequate space around the unit for air circulation.

Excessive frost
buildup.

High humidity.
Door not sealed
properly.
Frequent door
openings.

This is a manual defrost unit; regular defrosting is required.
Ensure door seal is tight. Reduce door openings.

Unusual noises.
Unit is not level.
Vibrating
components.

Adjust leveling feet to ensure the unit is stable.
Ensure nothing is touching the back or sides of the refrigerator.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Detailed technical specifications for your Hamilton Beach Retro Bar Fridge:



Figure 8.1: Product dimensions for the Hamilton Beach Retro Bar Fridge.

Specification Value

Model Number RFR176-BLUE

Capacity 1.6 Cubic Feet

Product Dimensions (D x W x H) 18.75" x 20.25" x 20.5" (approx. 47.6 cm x 51.4 cm x 52.1 cm)

Item Weight 34.7 pounds (approx. 15.7 kg)

Voltage 120 Volts

Annual Energy Consumption 222 Kilowatt Hours

Defrost Type Manual

Material Type Steel

Color Blue

Installation Type Countertop



Number of Doors 1

Special Features Compact, Side Bottle Opener, Reversible Door

Specification Value

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For information regarding the product warranty, please refer to the warranty card included with your purchase
or visit the official Hamilton Beach website. Warranty terms and conditions may vary.
If you require further assistance or have questions not covered in this manual, please contact Hamilton Beach
customer support through their official channels.

© 2023 Hamilton Beach. All rights reserved.
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