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INTRODUCTION

The Vantec NexStar DX USB 3.0 External Enclosure is designed to convert an internal 5.25-inch SATA optical
drive (Blu-Ray, CD, or DVD) into a portable, high-speed external unit. This enclosure provides a convenient
solution for utilizing optical drives with systems that lack internal bays or for creating a versatile external optical
drive.

Key Features:

o Design for 5.25" Blu-ray/CD/DVD drive

SuperSpeed USB 3.0 transfer rate
« Plug and play: no drivers needed
o Hot swappable for systems equipped with USB port

o Aluminum case for reduced noise and vibration

PackAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all items listed below are included in your package:

o NexStar DX Enclosure

e Quick Installation Guide

« USB 3.0 Cable (36 in/ 914mm)
o AC Adapter

Installation Screws
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Install Guide

Image: Contents of the Vantec NexStar DX package, showing the enclosure, USB 3.0 cable, AC adapter, and installation
SCrews.

INsTALLATION GUIDE

Follow these steps to install your 5.25-inch SATA optical drive into the Vantec NexStar DX enclosure.

Image: The Vantec NexStar DX enclosure disassembled, showing the internal tray, circuit board, and outer aluminum casing.

This view helps in understanding the assembly process.

1. Remove the Rear Panel: Locate and remove the two screws securing the rear plastic panel of the
enclosure. Gently slide off the rear panel.

2. Slide Out the Internal Tray: Carefully slide the internal metal tray out from the aluminum casing.

3. Insert Your 5.25" Drive: Align your 5.25-inch SATA Blu-Ray, CD, or DVD drive with the internal tray.
Ensure the SATA data and power connectors on your drive face the corresponding connectors on the
tray's circuit board.



. Connect SATA Cables: Firmly connect the SATA data and power connectors from the enclosure's circuit
board to your optical drive. Ensure a secure connection.

. Align and Secure the Drive: Position the optical drive so that its screw holes align with the mounting
holes on the internal tray. Use the provided installation screws to secure the drive firmly to the tray.

. Slide Tray Back into Enclosure: Carefully slide the assembled tray with the optical drive back into the
aluminum casing. Ensure it slides smoothly and is fully seated.

. Reattach Rear Panel: Reinstall the rear plastic panel and secure it with the two screws removed earlier.




Image: The rear panel of the Vantec NexStar DX, featuring the DC power input, the USB 3.0 Type-B port, and the power on/off
switch.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

1. Connect Power: Connect the provided AC adapter to the DC input port on the rear of the NexStar DX
enclosure, then plug the adapter into a power outlet.

2. Connect to Computer: Connect one end of the supplied USB 3.0 cable to the USB 3.0 Type-B port on the
rear of the enclosure and the other end to an available USB 3.0 port on your computer.

3. Power On: Flip the power switch on the rear of the enclosure to the "ON" position. The enclosure's LED
indicator should illuminate.

4. Automatic Detection: Your computer should automatically detect and install the necessary drivers for the
optical drive. No additional software installation is typically required for Windows or macOS.

5. Using the Drive: Once detected, your optical drive will appear as a removable storage device in your
operating system. You can now insert Blu-Ray, CD, or DVD discs for reading or writing, depending on your
installed drive's capabilities.

Important Note: The enclosure requires a connection to a working computer system to power on. If not
connected, it may remain in a sleep mode or appear to be non-functional. Ensure it is connected to a
computer via USB for proper operation.



* Optical Disk Drive Not Included

Image: The Vantec NexStar DX enclosure with an optical drive installed, showcasing its sleek black design and the illuminated
blue LED indicator on the front, signifying power and activity.

MAINTENANCE

o Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to clean the exterior of the enclosure. Avoid using liquid cleaners or
solvents, as they may damage the finish or internal components.

o Ventilation: Ensure the enclosure is placed in a well-ventilated area to prevent overheating, especially
during extended use. Do not block any ventilation openings.

« Handling: Handle the enclosure with care. Avoid dropping it or subjecting it to strong impacts, which could
damage the internal optical drive or the enclosure itself.

o Storage: When not in use for extended periods, disconnect the power adapter and USB cable. Store the
enclosure in a cool, dry place.



TROUBLESHOOTING

Enclosure does not power on:

o

Ensure the AC adapter is securely connected to both the enclosure and a working power outlet.

o

Verify the power switch on the rear of the enclosure is in the "ON" position.

o

Confirm the USB cable is connected to a computer. The enclosure requires a USB connection to a host
system to fully power on and exit sleep mode.

o

Test with a different power outlet or USB port on your computer.
Optical drive not detected by computer:

o Check all internal SATA data and power connections to the optical drive to ensure they are secure.
o Ensure the USB cable is firmly connected to both the enclosure and your computer's USB 3.0 port.
o Try connecting the enclosure to a different USB port on your computer.

o Verify that the optical drive itself is functional by testing it in another system if possible.

o For Windows users, check Device Manager for any unrecognized devices or driver issues. For macOS
users, check System Information.

Slow data transfer speeds:

o Ensure the enclosure is connected to a USB 3.0 port on your computer. Connecting to a USB 2.0 port
will result in slower speeds.

o Verify that your optical drive supports the desired transfer speeds.

o Avoid using long or uncertified USB extension cables.

SPECIFICATIONS

Model Number NST-536S3-BK

Device Support 5.25" Blu-Ray / CD / DVD SATA drives

HDD Interface Standard SATA

External Data Interface SuperSpeed USB 3.0

Power Supply Universal Switching AC adapter, 12V/2A

USB Cable USB 3.0 Type A to Type B cable (36 in /914 mm)
Material Aluminum

Product Dimensions (LxWxH) 9.9 x 6.7 x 1.9 inches (252 x 172 x 49 mm)

Product Weight 1.6 pounds (25 oz / 709 @)
Operating System Support Windows 7, 8, 10 or later; macOS X 10.6 or later
Hardware Platform PC/Mac

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information and technical support, please refer to the official Vantec website or contact Vantec



customer service directly. Specific warranty terms may vary by region and retailer.

You can typically find support resources and contact information on theVantec USA website.


https://www.vantecusa.com
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