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Tip

User ManNuAL

1. Introduction and Overview

This manual provides instructions for the safe and effective use of the ESAB Turbo Torch 0386-0101 A-3 Air
Acetylene Replacement Tip. This tip is designed for use with compatible Air Acetylene torch handles, specifically
models PLF-A5 or G-4. It features quick-disconnect couplings for easy attachment and color-coded O-rings for gas
identification, ensuring a secure and efficient connection for various soldering and brazing applications.

2. Safety Information

WARNING: Always wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) including safety glasses, gloves, and
protective clothing when operating welding or brazing equipment. Ensure adequate ventilation in the work area to
prevent the accumulation of fumes. Read and understand all safety instructions provided with your torch handle and
gas cylinders before use. Acetylene is a highly flammable gas; handle with extreme care and follow all manufacturer
guidelines for gas cylinder storage and use. Never point a lit torch at yourself or others.

3. Product Components

The ESAB Turbo Torch 0386-0101 A-3 Air Acetylene Replacement Tip is constructed from copper, designed for
durability and efficient heat transfer. It incorporates quick-disconnect couplings for rapid and secure attachment to
compatible torch handles. Color-coded O-rings facilitate easy identification and proper sealing.
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Image of the ESAB Turbo Torch 0386-0101 A-3 Air Acetylene Replacement Tip, showcasing its copper construction and connection
points.

4. Setup

1. Ensure the torch handle and gas supply are turned off and depressurized before attempting to attach or remove
the tip.

2. Align the quick-disconnect coupling of the A-3 replacement tip with the corresponding coupling on your Air
Acetylene torch handle (PLF-A5 or G-4).

3. Push the tip firmly onto the handle until it clicks into place. This click indicates a secure and sealed connection.

4. Before proceeding, visually inspect the connection to ensure it is tight and properly seated. Perform a leak test if
recommended by your torch handle manufacturer.

5. Operating Instructions

1. With the tip securely attached to the torch handle, slowly open the acetylene gas valve on the torch handle.

2. Ignite the gas using a spark lighter or striker.DO NOT use a cigarette lighter, matches, or any other open flame
source that could cause injury.

3. Adjust the gas flow on the torch handle to achieve the desired flame size and intensity suitable for your specific
application.

4. The A-8 tip is designed for soft soldering copper tubing ranging from 1/4 inch to 1 inch in diameter, and for silver
brazing copper tubing from 1/8 inch to 1/2 inch in diameter.

5. Direct the flame evenly to heat the workpiece. Apply solder or brazing alloy as the workpiece reaches the
appropriate temperature.

6. After completing the task, first turn off the gas supply at the cylinder, then close the valve on the torch handle.
Allow the tip to cool completely before handling or storing.

6. Maintenance



o Regularly inspect the tip for any signs of wear, damage, or blockages in the orifice.

» Clean the tip orifice as needed using appropriate tip cleaners. Avoid using abrasive materials or tools that could
scratch or deform the copper, as this can affect flame performance.

 Inspect the O-rings for cracks, hardening, or other damage. Replace damaged O-rings to ensure a proper seal.

o Store the tip in a clean, dry environment away from corrosive materials and extreme temperatures when not in
use.

7. Troubleshooting

« Poor Flame Quality: If the flame is erratic, weak, or improperly shaped, check for blockages in the tip orifice.
Ensure there is an adequate gas supply and pressure from the cylinder. Verify that the tip is securely attached to
the torch handle.

o Gas Leaks: If you detect a gas leak (e.g., by smell or sound), immediately shut off the gas supply at the cylinder.
Check all connections for tightness. Inspect the O-rings and couplings for damage and replace any faulty
components. Never operate the torch with a known gas leak.

« Difficulty Attaching/Detaching Tip: Ensure the quick-disconnect mechanism is clean and free of debris. Apply a
small amount of appropriate lubricant if necessary, following torch handle manufacturer recommendations.

8. Specifications

o Model: 0386-0101 A-3

o Part Number: 4682210

» Brand: ESAB

o Material: Copper

o Color: Silver

o Tip Size: 3/16 inch

» Soft Solder Capacity (Acetylene): 1/4 inch - 1 inch copper tubing

« Silver Braze Capacity (Acetylene): 1/8 inch - 1/2 inch copper tubing
o Compatible Torch Handles: PLF-A5, G-4

9. Warranty and Support

For specific warranty information regarding the ESAB Turbo Torch 0386-0101 A-3 Air Acetylene Replacement Tip,
please refer to the documentation included with your original purchase or visit the official ESAB website. For
technical support, product inquiries, or assistance with troubleshooting beyond the scope of this manual, please
contact ESAB customer service directly. Keep your purchase receipt as proof of purchase for any warranty claims.
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