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Harmony Audio HA-KENW16-72

Harmony Audio Replacement Wire Harness for Kenwood
KDC-MP438U Stereo Receiver

Model: HA-KENW16-72

INTRODUCTION

This instruction manual provides detailed guidance for the installation and use of the Harmony Audio HA-
KENW16-72 Replacement Wire Harness. This harness is designed to provide a seamless and reliable
connection for your aftermarket stereo receiver, specifically compatible with the Kenwood KDC-MP438U
model. Please read these instructions carefully before installation to ensure proper function and safety.

PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Harmony Audio HA-KENW16-72 is a 16-pin replacement wire harness engineered for direct
compatibility with the Kenwood KDC-MP438U stereo receiver. It features color-coded wires for simplified
installation and a durable construction for long-lasting performance.

Key Features:

Direct OEM fit connection for Kenwood KDC-MP438U.

16-pin harness for comprehensive connectivity.

Clearly marked, color-coded wires for easy identification.

High-quality 18-gauge wire for dependable signal transfer.

Durable Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) material construction.
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Image 1: Close-up view of the 16-pin connector on the Harmony Audio wire harness, showing the precise pin
configuration.

SETUP AND INSTALLATION

This section guides you through the process of installing your Harmony Audio replacement wire harness.
Ensure your vehicle's battery is disconnected before beginning any electrical work.

Required Tools:

Wire strippers/crimpers

Electrical tape or heat shrink tubing

Multimeter (optional, for verifying connections)

Installation Steps:

1. Disconnect Battery: Before starting, disconnect the negative terminal of your vehicle's battery to
prevent electrical shorts.

2. Remove Old Stereo/Harness: Carefully remove your existing Kenwood KDC-MP438U stereo from
the dashboard. Disconnect the old wire harness from the stereo and, if applicable, from the vehicle's
wiring.

3. Identify Wires: Refer to the wiring diagram provided with your Kenwood stereo and the color-coded
wires on the Harmony Audio harness. The Harmony Audio harness features clearly marked wires to
match standard aftermarket radio connections.



Image 2: The Harmony Audio wire harness in its retail packaging, displaying the wiring color code for easy
identification during installation.

4. Connect Wires: Match the corresponding wires from the Harmony Audio harness to your vehicle's
wiring harness (or directly to the aftermarket stereo's wiring if not using a vehicle-specific adapter).
Use wire strippers to expose the copper, then crimp or solder the connections securely. Ensure each
connection is insulated with electrical tape or heat shrink tubing.

5. Plug into Stereo: Once all connections are secure and insulated, plug the 16-pin connector of the
Harmony Audio harness into the back of your Kenwood KDC-MP438U stereo receiver.

6. Test Connections: Reconnect your vehicle's battery. Turn on the stereo and test all functions
(power, audio channels, balance, fade, etc.) to ensure proper operation.

7. Reinstall Stereo: If all functions are working correctly, carefully reinstall the stereo into your vehicle's
dashboard.

OPERATING PRINCIPLES

The Harmony Audio wire harness serves as the essential electrical interface between your Kenwood KDC-
MP438U stereo receiver and your vehicle's electrical system. It transmits power, ground, and audio
signals, ensuring your stereo operates as intended. Proper installation ensures stable power delivery and
clear audio output.

MAINTENANCE

The Harmony Audio wire harness is designed for long-term reliability and requires minimal maintenance.
Ensure all connections remain secure and free from corrosion. Avoid exposing the harness to excessive
moisture or extreme temperatures, which could degrade the wiring insulation.

TROUBLESHOOTING



Problem Possible Cause Solution

Stereo
does not
power on.

Incorrect power or ground
wire connection; blown
fuse.

Verify the red (accessory), yellow (constant), and black
(ground) wires are correctly connected. Check vehicle and
stereo fuses.

No audio
from
speakers.

Incorrect speaker wire
connections; speaker
polarity reversed.

Ensure all speaker wires (e.g., white/white-black, gray/gray-
black) are connected to the correct speaker outputs and
polarity is maintained.

Intermittent
power or
audio.

Loose or poorly insulated
connections.

Inspect all wire connections for tightness and proper
insulation. Re-crimp or re-solder as necessary.

SPECIFICATIONS

Model Number: HA-KENW16-72

Compatibility: Kenwood KDC-MP438U Stereo Receiver

Connector Type: 16-Pin

Wire Gauge: 18 Gauge

Material: Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC)

Product Dimensions: Approximately 7 x 1 x 1 inches

Item Weight: Approximately 0.05 Pounds

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information or technical support regarding your Harmony Audio HA-KENW16-72 wire
harness, please contact Harmony Audio directly. Refer to the product packaging or the official Harmony
Audio website for the most current contact details and warranty terms.
Note: Improper installation or modification of the wire harness may void the product warranty and could
cause damage to your vehicle's electrical system or stereo. Professional installation is recommended if you
are unsure about any steps.

© 2024 Harmony Audio. All rights reserved.
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