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INTRODUCTION

The Electro-Harmonix MEL9 Tape Replay Machine Pedal is designed to transform your instrument's sound,
replicating the distinctive tones of vintage tape-based keyboards. Utilizing advanced polyphonic technology,
the MEL9 offers nine classic Mellotron-inspired sounds, allowing guitarists, bassists, and keyboardists to
access a unique sonic palette without modifications to their instruments.
Key features of the MEL9 include:

Works with guitar without requiring special pickups or MIDI implementation, accurately tracking bends,
slides, and whammy dive bombs.

Compatible with bass guitar down to the open A string, and keyboards within its polyphony (5 notes) and
range (A1 to A5).

Independent Effect and Dry volume controls enable precise mixing of the processed and unprocessed
signals.

A dedicated Dry Output jack provides the input signal at unity gain.

The Sustain control adjusts the release time of the effect, increasing fade-out time as it is turned
clockwise.

GETTING STARTED

Package Contents

Electro-Harmonix MEL9 Tape Replay Machine Pedal

Power adapter

Power Supply

The MEL9 requires a 9V DC power supply with a center-negative plug. The pedal operates on 9 volts and
requires approximately 100mA of current. Ensure the correct power adapter is used to prevent damage to the
unit.
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Connections

Connect your instrument to the INPUT jack on the right side of the pedal. Connect the EFFECT OUTPUT jack
to your amplifier or next effect pedal for the processed signal. The DRY OUTPUT jack provides your original,
unprocessed instrument signal at unity gain, which can be routed to a separate amplifier or signal chain if
desired.

Image: The Electro-Harmonix MEL9 pedal, showcasing its input and output jacks, along with the control knobs and preset
selector.

CONTROLS AND FUNCTIONS



Image: A detailed view of the MEL9's control knobs and the 9-position preset selector.

DRY VOL Knob: This control adjusts the output volume of your original, unprocessed instrument signal. It is
active for both the EFFECT OUTPUT and DRY OUTPUT jacks.

EFFECT VOL Knob: This control adjusts the output volume of the MEL9's processed effect sound. It is active
only for the EFFECT OUTPUT jack.

ATTACK Knob: The ATTACK knob controls the fade-in speed of the effect sound. Turning it clockwise
increases the time it takes for the effect to reach full volume, creating a softer, more gradual swell. Turning it
counter-clockwise results in a faster, more immediate attack.

SUSTAIN Knob: The SUSTAIN knob adjusts the decay time of the effect sound after the input signal stops.
Turning it clockwise increases the length of the sustain, allowing the effect to ring out longer. Turning it
counter-clockwise shortens the decay.



PRESET Knob: This 9-position rotary switch selects one of the nine distinct Mellotron-inspired instrument
sounds.

FOOTSWITCH: This footswitch engages or bypasses the MEL9 effect. When the effect is engaged, the status
LED illuminates.

Preset Descriptions

1. ORCHESTRA: A rich, full orchestral sound, combining multiple string and brass elements.

2. CELLO: Emulates the deep, resonant tone of a cello.

3. STRINGS: A classic Mellotron string section sound, ideal for pads and melodic lines.

4. FLUTE: Recreates the airy, breathy sound of a flute.

5. CLARINET: Provides the distinct, reedy tone of a clarinet.

6. SAXOPHONE: A vintage saxophone sound, suitable for lead melodies or harmonies.

7. BRASS: A powerful brass section sound.

8. LOW CHOIR: A deep, ethereal male choir sound.

9. HIGH CHOIR: A bright, angelic female choir sound.

OPERATION

To begin using your MEL9, ensure it is properly powered and connected as described in the 'Getting Started'
section. Start with the DRY VOL and EFFECT VOL knobs at the 12 o'clock position. Select a preset using the
PRESET knob. Engage the footswitch to activate the effect.
Experiment with the DRY VOL and EFFECT VOL knobs to find the desired blend between your original
instrument sound and the MEL9 effect. Adjust the ATTACK and SUSTAIN knobs to shape the envelope of the
effect, creating anything from quick, percussive sounds to long, evolving pads.
The MEL9 is polyphonic, meaning it can process multiple notes simultaneously. For optimal tracking, ensure
clean playing technique. For guitarists, using a compressor pedal before the MEL9 can help even out the
signal and improve tracking consistency, especially for chords.

MAINTENANCE

The Electro-Harmonix MEL9 pedal is a robust electronic device designed for reliable performance. To ensure
its longevity and optimal function, follow these general maintenance guidelines:

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to clean the pedal's exterior. Avoid abrasive cleaners or solvents, which
can damage the finish or internal components.

Storage: Store the pedal in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight, extreme temperatures, and high
humidity.

Power: Always use the specified 9V DC center-negative power adapter. Disconnect power when the
pedal is not in use for extended periods.

Connections: Periodically check all cables and jacks for wear or damage. Ensure connections are
secure.

Avoid Impact: Protect the pedal from drops or heavy impacts, which can damage internal circuitry or
external controls.

TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your MEL9 pedal, consider the following troubleshooting steps:



No Sound or Weak Effect:

Verify the power adapter is correctly connected and supplying power.

Check all instrument cables for proper connection and integrity. Try swapping cables.

Ensure the DRY VOL and EFFECT VOL knobs are not set to minimum.

Confirm the footswitch is engaged (status LED illuminated).

Test the pedal in a simpler signal chain (e.g., instrument directly into MEL9, then directly to
amplifier).

Unwanted Noise or Hum:

Ensure you are using a regulated, isolated power supply. Daisy-chaining power with other pedals
can sometimes introduce noise.

Check for ground loops in your setup.

Try moving the pedal away from other electronic devices that might cause interference.

Poor Tracking or Glitching:

Ensure your instrument's output is strong and clear. Weak signals can affect tracking.

Consider placing a compressor pedal before the MEL9 to provide a more consistent input signal,
especially for guitar.

Playing technique can influence tracking. Try to play cleanly and avoid excessive string noise.

If problems persist after these steps, please refer to the support information below.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Item Weight 1.47 pounds (0.67 Kilograms)

Product Dimensions 7.25 x 6.2 x 3.25 inches (4.75"L x 4"W x 2.25"H)

Item Model Number MEL9

Batteries 1 9V battery required (for internal use, typically powered by adapter)

Connector Type 1/4 inch audio jack

Hardware Interface 1/4-inch Audio

Signal Format Analog

Power Source Corded Electric (9V DC center-negative)

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Electro-Harmonix products are designed for durability and performance. For specific warranty information,
please refer to the documentation included with your purchase or visit the official Electro-Harmonix website. In
most regions, Electro-Harmonix offers a one-year warranty covering defects in materials and workmanship.
For further assistance, technical support, or to view the official user manual PDF, please visit the Electro-
Harmonix support page or refer to the following link:

Download Official MEL9 User Manual (PDF)

https://manuals.plus/m/d8b89779cdbe5e50eb63f744ca8ade35eef081831374d4ddb6cad3a4d9885f61


When contacting support, please have your product model (MEL9) and serial number available.

© 2025 Electro-Harmonix. All rights reserved.
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Electro-Harmonix Flatiron Fuzz Guitar Pedal - Manual and Features
Explore the Electro-Harmonix Flatiron Fuzz, a versatile op-amp powered guitar pedal offering warm
overdrive to fuzzy distortion. Learn about its controls, power, and warranty.

Electro-Harmonix The Worm Analog Modulation Pedal User Manual
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controls, connections, warranty information, and FCC compliance.
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Machine price 200 Elec ... organs with its B9 and C9 pedals, electric pianos with the
KEY9, and the vintage Mellotron with the MEL9. The Synth9 follows the blueprint of
those four pedals and offers up the sound of nine differen...
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tekst: Jan Peter Eerenberg Blurst en Canyon , Gerard van Dongeren Synth9 Electro-
Harmonix Blurst ... voor gitaar. Na twee orgelemulaties B9 en C9 , eentje voor
elektrische piano s Key9 , Mellotron Mel9 , nu de Synth9 die je klassieke synthsounds
geeft. Twee control-draaiknoppen laten je per soun...
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test Electro-Harmonix Synth9 fx-pedaal Baanbrekend synth-e ect Veel dingen die
vroeger onmogelijk ... ede zin van dat woord . Het werkt met dezelfde techniek als de
al eerder uitgekomen KEY9, B9, C9 en MEL9 van EHX. Bij de MEL9, de mellotron-
emulatie zie Interface 209 , was ik zo overdonderd door de ...
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PEDALBOARD M A N U FAC T U R E R ELECTRO-HARMONIX PRICE 84 TO 195
MODEL CONTACT MOD11,NANOOPERA ... some point. The Bass9 is the latest 9-
series pedal following on from the B9, C9, Key9, Synth9 and Mel9 pedals, which all
endow your guitar with the sound of nine variations of a particular genre of ...
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TRI PARALLEL MIXER Effects Loop Mixer/Switcher Herzlichen Glckwunsch zum
Erwerb des Electro-Harmonix ... erlutert: 7 Im vorherigen Beispiel werden drei
getrennte Effekte der EHX 9er-Serie verwendet der Mel9 Tape Replay Emulator, die
B9 Orgelmaschine und das Synth9 Synthesizer-Pedal , und parallel mite...
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REVIEW EHX MEL9 In its quest seemingly to make keyboard players redundant,
EHX has produced the Mel9 The Mel9 features nine classic Mellotron sounds to
choose from ELECTRO-HARMONIX MEL9 170 A keyboard classic that you can play
from your guitar... WHEN The Beatles used a Mellotron on Strawberry Fi...
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lImogagoe not found or type unknown Firma: Player Plus doo Adresa: Svetogorska 9
Telefon: 381 11 3 ... synthesizer sound with EHX Freeze effect VOX FREEZE:
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PEDALBOARD M A N U FAC T U R E R ELECTRO-HARMONIX PRICE 84 TO 195
MODEL CONTACT MOD11,NANOOPERA ... some point. The Bass9 is the latest 9-
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endow your guitar with the sound of nine variations of a particular genre of ...
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