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1. INTRODUCTION

Thank you for choosing the Kärcher K5 Premium Pressure Washer. This powerful electric machine is designed for tough
cleaning jobs around your home, offering 2000 PSI and 1.4 GPM for effective results. This manual provides essential
information for safe operation, proper setup, maintenance, and troubleshooting to ensure optimal performance and
longevity of your unit.

Please read this manual thoroughly before operating the pressure washer and keep it for future reference.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

Always observe the following safety precautions to prevent injury or damage to the unit.

CHOKING HAZARD: Small parts. Not for children under 3 years old. Keep all components and accessories out of
reach of small children.

Always wear appropriate personal protective equipment, such as safety glasses, when operating the pressure
washer.

Ensure the unit is placed on a stable, level surface during operation.

Do not direct the spray at people, pets, or electrical devices. High-pressure spray can cause serious injury.

Before performing any maintenance or assembly, always disconnect the power supply and water supply.

Use only Kärcher approved accessories and replacement parts.

Do not operate the pressure washer if the power cord or hose is damaged.

Protect the unit from freezing temperatures. Drain all water from the pump and hoses before storing in cold
conditions.

3. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

Key Features

Powerful Performance: Water-cooled brushless induction motor for longevity and reduced noise, delivering 2000
PSI and 1.43 GPM.
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Pressure Regulating Wands: Includes a Vario Power spray wand for light-duty cleaning and a patented Dirt Blaster
spray wand for superior cleaning on tough surfaces.

Integrated Hose Reel: Features a 25-foot kink-resistant high-pressure hose with an onboard pressurized hose reel
for convenient storage and tangle prevention.

Onboard Detergent Tank: Removable detergent tank for easy soap application with an adjustable flow dial to
control detergent usage.

Portability: Convenient wheels and a carrying handle for easy transport.

Components Diagram

Figure 3.1: Kärcher K5 Premium with labeled components.

The diagram above illustrates the main components of your Kärcher K5 Premium Pressure Washer, including the carrying
handle, hose reel, cable hooks for the power cord, quick connect gun, DirtBlaster spray wand, and Vario Power spray
wand.





Figure 3.2: Front view of the Kärcher K5 Premium.

This image provides a clear view of the overall design and compact nature of the K5 Premium unit.

Figure 3.3: Integrated hose reel for convenient storage.

The integrated hose reel helps keep the 25-foot high-pressure hose neatly stored and prevents tangling during use and
storage.



Figure 3.4: Convenient cable hook for organized power cord storage.

The unit includes a dedicated hook for wrapping and storing the power cord, ensuring a tidy setup.



Figure 3.5: Portability of the K5 Premium.

The large wheels and ergonomic handle make the K5 Premium easy to move around your property.

Figure 3.6: Onboard accessory storage.

A convenient storage net is provided for keeping your spray wands and other small accessories organized and readily
accessible.

4. SETUP

4.1 Assembly
The K5 Premium requires minimal assembly. Typically, only a small screwdriver is needed to attach the handle and other



minor components. Follow the quick start guide included in the packaging for detailed assembly steps. The unit is
designed for quick setup, often in five minutes or less.

4.2 Connecting Water Supply

1. Connect a standard garden hose (not included) to the water inlet on the pressure washer. Ensure the connection is
secure to prevent leaks.

2. Turn on the water supply completely.

3. Squeeze the trigger on the spray gun to purge air from the pump and hose until a steady stream of water emerges.
This primes the pump and prevents damage.

Figure 4.1: Proper water connection for operation.

The integrated water filter protects the pump from contamination, ensuring a longer lifespan for your unit.

4.3 Connecting Power
Plug the pressure washer's power cord into a grounded electrical outlet. Ensure the outlet meets the power requirements



specified in the technical specifications section.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

5.1 Basic Operation

1. Once water and power are connected, turn on the pressure washer using the main power switch.

2. Squeeze the trigger on the spray gun to begin spraying. The motor will activate when the trigger is pulled and
deactivate when released.

3. Always start cleaning from a distance and move closer to the surface as needed to avoid damage.

Figure 5.1: Effective cleaning of outdoor surfaces.

The K5 Premium's powerful water-cooled motor delivers up to 2000 PSI at 1.4 GPM, making it ideal for various outdoor
cleaning tasks.

5.2 Using the Spray Wands



Vario Power Spray Wand: This wand allows you to adjust the pressure by twisting the nozzle. It is suitable for
general cleaning tasks, such as washing cars, patio furniture, and delicate surfaces.

Dirt Blaster Spray Wand: This wand provides a concentrated, rotating jet for tackling stubborn dirt, grime, and
tough stains on concrete, brick, and other hard surfaces. Use with caution on painted or delicate surfaces.

5.3 Detergent Application

1. Fill the onboard removable detergent tank with Kärcher pressure washer detergent.

2. Attach the detergent tank to the unit.

3. Adjust the flow dial on the detergent tank to control the amount of detergent applied.

4. Apply detergent to the surface, allowing it to soak for a few minutes (refer to detergent instructions).

5. Rinse the surface thoroughly with clean water using the appropriate spray wand.

5.4 Official Product Video: Bring Back the WOW!
Your browser does not support the video tag.

Video 5.1: This official Kärcher video demonstrates the K5 Premium in action, showcasing its effectiveness in restoring cleanliness to
various surfaces. It highlights the ease of use and powerful cleaning capabilities.

6. MAINTENANCE

6.1 Cleaning the Unit

After each use, disconnect the power and water supply.

Remove any remaining detergent from the tank and rinse it thoroughly.

Clean the exterior of the unit with a damp cloth. Do not use abrasive cleaners.

Check the water inlet filter for debris and clean if necessary.

6.2 Storage
Proper storage is crucial for extending the life of your pressure washer, especially in colder climates.

1. Winterization (for temperatures below 32°F / 0°C):

Disconnect all hoses and accessories.

Drain all water from the pump by running the unit for a few seconds with no water supply connected (do not
run for more than 1 minute dry).

Consider using a pump protector or non-toxic antifreeze solution to protect internal components from freezing.

2. Store the pressure washer in a dry, protected area where temperatures will not drop below freezing.

3. Wrap the high-pressure hose neatly on the integrated hose reel and secure the power cord using the cable hook.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your Kärcher K5 Premium, refer to the following common problems and their solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution



Unit does not
start or motor
trips breaker.

Insufficient power supply;
tripped GFCI; loose power
connection.

Ensure the power outlet is functioning correctly and provides adequate
amperage. Reset the GFCI on the power cord or outlet. Check all
power connections.

No pressure
or low
pressure.

Air in the pump; insufficient
water supply; clogged
nozzle; kinked hose.

Purge air from the pump by squeezing the trigger until a steady stream
of water appears. Ensure water supply is fully open. Clean or replace
the nozzle. Straighten any kinks in the hose.

Water leaks
from
connections.

Loose connections; worn O-
rings.

Tighten all hose and wand connections. Inspect and replace any
damaged O-rings.

Detergent not
dispensing.

Detergent tank empty;
clogged detergent line;
detergent flow dial set too
low.

Refill detergent tank. Check for blockages in the detergent line. Adjust
the detergent flow dial to a higher setting.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

If the problem persists after attempting these solutions, please contact Kärcher customer support.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Value

Brand Kärcher

Model Number 1.603-361.0

Power Source Electric

Maximum Pressure 2000 PSI

Maximum Flow Rate 1.4 GPM

Hose Length 25 Feet

Item Weight 32 Pounds

Product Dimensions (L x W x H) 34.33" x 13.07" x 16.77"

Detergent Tank Volume 1.4 Gallons

Country of Origin China

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

9.1 Warranty Information
The Kärcher K5 Premium Pressure Washer is backed by a two-year limited warranty. This warranty covers defects in
materials and workmanship under normal use. Please retain your proof of purchase for warranty claims.

For detailed warranty terms and conditions, please refer to the official Kärcher website or the warranty card included with
your product.



9.2 Customer Support
For technical assistance, parts, or service, please visit the official Kärcher website or contact their customer support line.
You can also refer to the official User Manual (PDF) available online for more in-depth information:

Download Official User Manual (PDF)

Visit the Kärcher Store on Amazon

© 2025 Kärcher. All rights reserved.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Anonymous

Email

you@example.com

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Example: How do I reset this device or fix this error?

Details

Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question
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