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Bell & Howell Filmosonic XL 1225 Movie Camera

INsTRUCTION MANUAL

Introduction

This manual provides detailed instructions for the operation, maintenance, and care of your Bell & Howell
Filmosonic XL 1225 8mm Movie Camera. Designed for capturing motion picture footage with integrated sound, this
vintage camera requires careful handling and adherence to these guidelines to ensure optimal performance and
longevity. Please read this manual thoroughly before using your camera.

This image shows the Bell & Howell Filmosonic XL 1225 Movie Camera, a vintage 8mm film camera, nestled in its custom-fit white
styrofoam packaging. The camera is black with a prominent lens and a side handle. Alongside the camera, a black microphone with
its coiled cable is visible. In the background, the camera's original grey cardboard box is partially visible, featuring the 'BELL &
HOWELL' logo and colorful circular graphics.

Setup

1. Unpacking: Carefully remove the camera and all accessories from their packaging. Retain the original
packaging for future storage or transport.


https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/category/bell-howell

2. Battery Installation: Locate the battery compartment, typically on the handle or underside of the camera. Insert
the required batteries (refer to the camera's markings for type and polarity) ensuring correct orientation. Close the
compartment securely.

3. Film Loading: Open the film compartment door. Following the internal diagrams or markings, carefully load an
8mm film cartridge into the camera. Ensure the film engages correctly with the camera's sprockets. Close the
compartment door firmly.

4. Microphone Connection: Connect the provided microphone cable to the designated audio input jack on the
camera. Ensure a secure connection for optimal sound recording.

Operating Instructions
1. Powering On: Locate the power switch, usually marked 'ON/OFF' or with a power symbol. Switch the camera to
the 'ON' position.

2. Focusing: Look through the viewfinder. Rotate the lens focusing ring until the subject appears sharp and clear.
For best results, focus on the main subject.

3. Zooming (if applicable): If your model features a zoom lens, use the zoom lever or ring to adjust the focal
length, zooming in or out as desired.

4. Recording: Press and hold the record button, typically located on the handle or top of the camera. The camera
will begin to expose film and record audio. Release the button to stop recording.

5. Sound Recording: Ensure the microphone is properly connected and positioned to capture desired audio. The
camera will automatically record sound simultaneously with video when the record button is pressed.

6. Exposure Control: Some models feature automatic exposure. If manual control is available, adjust the aperture
ring (f-stop) based on lighting conditions to achieve proper exposure.

Maintenance
¢ Lens Cleaning: Use a soft, lint-free cloth or a specialized lens cleaning brush to gently remove dust and
smudges from the lens. Avoid abrasive materials.

o Film Compartment: Periodically inspect the film compartment for dust or debris. Use a soft brush or air blower to
clean, ensuring no particles interfere with film movement.

o Battery Care: Remove batteries if the camera will not be used for an extended period to prevent leakage and
corrosion. Store batteries in a cool, dry place.

o Storage: Store the camera in a dry, dust-free environment, ideally in its original packaging or a protective case,
away from extreme temperatures and direct sunlight.

Troubleshooting

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Camera does not Dead or incorrectly

] ) Replace batteries with fresh ones, ensuring correct polarity.
power on. installed batteries.

Film improperly loaded or ~ Re-open film compartment and re-load film carefully,

Film not advancing. ) o
jammed. ensuring it engages sprockets.

Poor image quality Incorrect focus or Adjust focus. Ensure adequate lighting for filming. Clean
(blurry/dark). insufficient lighting. lens if smudged.



Problem Possible Cause Solution

Microphone not Check microphone connection. Test with another
connected or faulty. microphone if available.

No sound recorded.

Specifications

o Model Name: Filmosonic XI 1225

o Brand: Bell+Howell

o Film Format Type: 8mm (Super 8)

o Manufacturer: Bell & Howell

o Parcel Dimensions: 29.72 x 27.43 x 12.45 cm
o Item Weight: 1.77 kg

o UPC: 084438750027

Warranty and Support

As this is a vintage product, specific warranty information may vary. Please refer to the original purchase
documentation or contact the seller for details regarding any applicable warranty. For technical support or further
inquiries, it is recommended to consult vintage camera enthusiast communities or specialized repair services, as
direct manufacturer support for older models may be limited.

© 2024 Bell & Howell. All rights reserved. This manual is for informational purposes only.
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and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.
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