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1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides comprehensive instructions for the safe and efficient installation, operation, and
maintenance of your Vista MT-300 Low Voltage Transformer. Please read this manual thoroughly before
attempting to install or operate the unit. Retain this manual for future reference.

The Vista MT-300 is designed to provide reliable low voltage power for your outdoor landscaping lighting
projects. Its robust construction ensures durability and protection against environmental elements.

2. IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: To reduce the risk of fire or electric shock, do not expose this unit to rain or moisture. Do
not open the casing unless you are a qualified electrician. Always disconnect power before servicing.

o Ensure the transformer is installed by a qualified professional in accordance with all local and national
electrical codes.
« Do not overload the transformer. Refer to the specifications for maximum wattage.

o Mount the transformer in a location that is protected from direct water spray and allows for adequate
ventilation.

o Keep children and pets away from the transformer during operation.
o Inspect all wiring and connections regularly for damage or wear.

o This transformer is designed for outdoor low voltage lighting applications only.
3. ProbucT OVERVIEW

3.1 Features

o Auto thermal shut-off for protection against overheating.

o Primary Voltage: 120 Volts.
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Secondary Voltage: Selectable 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 Volts.

Resettable high-performance magnetic circuit breaker for overload protection.

Extra-large terminals for multiple wire connections.

Separate 120-volt terminal strip provided for hardwired option.

Weather-tight, clear-coated, stainless steel casing seals components from moisture and debris.

3.2 Components

The Vista MT-300 transformer consists of a durable stainless steel enclosure housing the electrical
components. Key components include the primary input terminals, secondary output terminals, voltage
selection taps, and the resettable circuit breaker.

Figure 1: External view of the Vista MT-300 Low Voltage Transformer, showcasing its robust stainless steel casing and power
cord.

Figure 2: Internal view of the Vista MT-300 Low Voltage Transformer, showing the wiring terminals, voltage taps, and circuit



breaker.

4. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Proper installation is crucial for the safe and efficient operation of your transformer. Follow these steps

carefully:

1.

Choose a Mounting Location: Select a sturdy, vertical surface for mounting. The location should be
easily accessible, protected from direct water exposure (e.g., under an eave), and allow for proper air
circulation around the unit.

Mount the Transformer: Securely fasten the transformer to the chosen surface using appropriate
screws or anchors through the mounting holes provided on the unit's casing.

. Connect Primary Power (120V):

o Plug-in Option: If using the pre-attached power cord, ensure the outlet is a grounded 120V AC
receptacle and is protected by a Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI).

o Hardwired Option: For hardwired installations, use the separate 120-volt terminal strip inside the
transformer. This must be performed by a licensed electrician in compliance with all local electrical
codes. Ensure power is OFF at the circuit breaker before making any connections.

Connect Low Voltage Wiring:
o Route your low voltage landscape lighting cables from your fixtures to the transformer.

o Strip the ends of the low voltage cables and connect them to the secondary output terminals. The
extra-large terminals are designed to accommodate multiple wire connections.

o Ensure all connections are tight and secure to prevent voltage drop and potential hazards.

. Select Secondary Voltage: Based on your lighting system's requirements and cable run length, select

the appropriate secondary voltage (11, 12, 13, 14, or 15 Volts) by connecting to the corresponding tap
inside the transformer. Consult your lighting fixture specifications for optimal voltage.

. Verify Connections: Double-check all electrical connections for correctness and security before

restoring power.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

The Vista MT-300 transformer is designed for straightforward operation.

1.

2.

Power On: Once all connections are secure and verified, restore power to the transformer by plugging it
in or turning on the circuit breaker for hardwired installations.

Lighting Control:

o The MT-300 does not include an integrated timer. Your lights will remain on as long as the
transformer receives power.

o For automatic ON/OFF control, it is highly recommended to connect the transformer to an external
timer or smart control system. Ensure any external timer is rated for the transformer's power
requirements.

3. Voltage Adjustment: If you need to adjust the output voltage, first disconnect power to the transformer.

Then, open the casing and move the low voltage wiring to the desired voltage tap (11V, 12V, 13V, 14V,
or 15V). Close the casing and restore power.

6. MAINTENANCE



The Vista MT-300 transformer is built for durability and requires minimal maintenance. Regular inspection will
ensure long-term performance.

o Cleaning: Periodically wipe down the exterior of the transformer with a damp cloth to remove dirt and
debris. Do not use abrasive cleaners or solvents. Ensure the unit is unplugged or power is off before

cleaning.

o Inspection: Annually inspect the transformer's casing for any signs of damage, corrosion, or moisture
ingress. Check all wiring connections for tightness and signs of wear or fraying.

« Ventilation: Ensure that the area around the transformer remains clear of obstructions to allow for
proper airflow and prevent overheating.

o The weather-tight, clear-coated, stainless steel casing is designed to protect internal components from
moisture and debris, but regular checks are still recommended.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your Vista MT-300 transformer, refer to the following common problems and

solutions:

Problem

Lights are not
turning on.

Lights are not
turning on.

Lights are not
turning on.

Lights are
dim or
flickering.

Transformer
shuts off

unexpectedly.

Possible
Cause

No power to the
transformer.

Circuit breaker
tripped.

Loose or faulty
low voltage
connections.

Voltage drop
due to long wire
runs or
insufficient wire
gauge.

Overheating
(Auto thermal
shut-off
activated).

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute

Product Dimensions

Solution

Check the power outlet or circuit breaker. Ensure the transformer is
plugged in securely or hardwired correctly.

The transformer features a resettable high-performance magnetic
circuit breaker. If tripped, disconnect some lights to reduce load, then
reset the breaker. If it trips repeatedly, there may be an overload or
short circuit in your lighting system.

Disconnect power and check all low voltage wiring connections at the
transformer and at each fixture. Tighten any loose connections.

Ensure you have selected the appropriate secondary voltage tap (11V-
15V) for your lighting system. Consider using heavier gauge wire for
longer runs or distributing the load across multiple runs.

This indicates an overload or insufficient ventilation. Reduce the load
on the transformer, ensure proper airflow around the unit, and allow it
to cool down before restarting.

Value

26 x 12 x 19 inches



Attribute Value

Item Model Number MT300

Date First Available November 3, 2015
Manufacturer Vista

ASIN B017ICPTJO
Brand Vista

Power Source Corded Electric
Mounting Type Wall Mount
Specification Met UL

Item Weight 19.8 Pounds
Primary Voltage 120 Volts
Secondary Voltage 11,12, 13, 14, and 15 Volts

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Vista products are manufactured to high-quality standards and are backed by a manufacturer's warranty. For
specific warranty details, please refer to the documentation included with your purchase or visit the official
Vista website.

If you require technical assistance, troubleshooting beyond this manual, or have questions regarding your MT-
300 transformer, please contact Vista customer support. Have your model number (MT-300) and purchase
information ready when contacting support.

© 2024 Vista. All rights reserved.
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£ Vista 2216-1K Low Voltage Landscape Luminaire Installation Instructions

* Comprehensive installation guide for the Vista 2216-1K low voltage landscape luminaire. Covers
) safety warnings, mounting steps, wiring, and operating voltage specifications for optimal
performance. Includes diagram description and company contact details.
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Vista vPRO Power Supply Installation and Operators Guide
Comprehensive guide for installing and operating the Vista vPRO Bluetooth LE controlled multi-

circuit solid state power supply, including setup, features, troubleshooting, and sizing information.

T

VISTA Model 2142 Low Voltage Step Light - Specification Sheet
Detailed specification sheet for the VISTA Model 2142 commercial series low voltage step light,

part of the 4246 series. Includes product features, ordering information, detailed specifications, and
dimensions.

Vista Model 2146 Specification Sheet - Commercial Step Light
Detailed specification sheet for the Vista Model 2146 Commercial Series Step Light, featuring low

voltage operation, brass, copper, and stainless steel finishes, and integrated LED options.

VISTA Model 2116 Specification Sheet
Explore the VISTA Model 2116, a commercial-grade outdoor spotlight designed for low voltage, up,

accent, or downlighting applications. This specification sheet details its construction, LED options,
electrical requirements, and ordering information.

VISTA Model 5274 Low Voltage In-Grade Outdoor Lighting Fixture - Specification Sheet

Detailed specification sheet for the VISTA Model 5274 Commercial Series Low Voltage In-Grade
outdoor lighting fixture. Includes product features, ordering information, detailed specifications, light
distribution, dimensions, and certifications.
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