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1. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

This manual provides essential information for the installation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of the MTD
Replacement Part Drive Control Cable, OEM Part Number 946-04440. This cable is an authentic MTD replacement
component designed to fit various MTD lawn mower models, ensuring proper function of the drive system.
The drive control cable is a critical part that connects the operator's control lever to the mower's transmission or drive
mechanism, allowing the user to engage and disengage the self-propel function.

Key Features:

O.E.M. authorized part, ensuring compatibility and quality.

Designed to fit various MTD models.

Direct replacement for OEM Part Number 946-04440.

Manufactured in the US.
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Figure 1: The MTD Replacement Drive Control Cable (OEM Part Number 946-04440). This image shows the full length of the cable,
including the outer casing, inner wire, and the spring-loaded end connection.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

Always prioritize safety when working with power equipment. Failure to follow safety instructions can result in serious
injury or damage to equipment.

Disconnect Power: Before performing any installation or maintenance, ensure the engine is off, the spark plug wire
is disconnected, and the battery (if applicable) is removed to prevent accidental starting.

Wear Protective Gear: Use appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) such as gloves and eye protection.

Consult Mower Manual: Refer to your specific lawn mower's owner's manual for detailed safety procedures and
model-specific instructions.

Secure Equipment: Ensure the mower is stable and cannot move during the installation process.

3. INSTALLATION (SETUP)

This section outlines the general steps for replacing the drive control cable. Specific procedures may vary slightly
depending on your MTD mower model. Always consult your mower's service manual for precise instructions.

Tools Required (Typical):

Wrenches (various sizes)

Pliers

Screwdrivers (Phillips and flathead)

Work gloves



Installation Steps:

1. Prepare the Mower: Ensure the mower is on a flat, stable surface. Disconnect the spark plug wire and remove the
ignition key (if applicable) to prevent accidental starting.

2. Locate the Old Cable: Identify the existing drive control cable. It typically runs from the operator handle assembly
down to the transmission or drive pulley area.

3. Disconnect from Handle: Carefully disconnect the cable from the control lever or bail on the operator handle. Note
how it is routed and attached.

4. Disconnect from Drive System: Trace the cable down to the mower's drive system. Disconnect the cable from its
attachment point, which may involve removing a clip, bolt, or spring.

5. Remove Old Cable: Carefully pull the old cable out, noting its routing through any guides or clamps on the mower
frame.

6. Install New Cable: Route the new MTD 946-04440 cable exactly as the old one was routed. Ensure it is not kinked
or pinched.

7. Connect to Drive System: Attach the lower end of the new cable to the drive system mechanism. Ensure it is
securely fastened.

8. Connect to Handle: Attach the upper end of the cable to the control lever or bail on the operator handle.

9. Adjust Cable Tension (if applicable): Some models may have an adjustment point on the cable or at the
attachment points. Adjust tension according to your mower's manual to ensure proper engagement and
disengagement of the drive. The drive should engage smoothly when the lever is squeezed and fully disengage
when released.

10. Test Functionality: Reconnect the spark plug wire. With the engine off, test the drive control lever to ensure the
cable moves freely and the drive mechanism engages and disengages correctly.

11. Final Check: Start the engine and test the drive system in a safe, open area. Ensure the drive engages and
disengages properly and the mower moves at the correct speed.

Figure 2: Another view of the MTD Drive Control Cable, highlighting the attachment points at both ends. Proper connection of these ends is
crucial for correct operation.

4. OPERATING CONSIDERATIONS



Once installed, the drive control cable facilitates the operation of your self-propelled lawn mower. Proper operation relies
on the cable's ability to smoothly transmit force from the control lever to the drive system.

Engaging Drive: Squeeze the drive control bail/lever against the handle to engage the self-propel function. The
cable pulls on the drive mechanism, causing the wheels to turn.

Disengaging Drive: Release the drive control bail/lever to disengage the self-propel function. The cable should
relax, allowing the drive mechanism to return to its neutral position, stopping the wheels from being powered.

Smooth Operation: The cable should allow for smooth engagement and disengagement without sticking or
excessive force. If the drive is sluggish or does not fully engage/disengage, re-check the installation and any tension
adjustments.

5. MAINTENANCE

Regular inspection and minor maintenance can extend the life of your drive control cable and ensure reliable operation.

Regular Inspection: Periodically inspect the entire length of the cable for signs of wear, fraying, kinks, or damage
to the outer casing. Check the attachment points for looseness or corrosion.

Cleaning: Keep the cable and its routing path free from dirt, grass clippings, and debris, which can impede its
movement.

Lubrication (Optional): While not always necessary for sealed cables, a light application of a dry lubricant (e.g.,
silicone spray) to the exposed ends of the inner wire and pivot points can help maintain smooth operation. Avoid oil-
based lubricants that can attract dirt.

Proper Storage: When storing the mower, ensure the cable is not bent sharply or under tension.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you experience issues with your mower's drive system after installing the new cable, consider the following common
troubleshooting steps:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Drive not engaging
or engaging weakly.

Cable too loose; incorrect routing;
damaged drive belt/pulley (not cable
related).

Check cable tension and adjust if possible. Verify cable
routing. Inspect drive belt and pulleys.

Drive not
disengaging fully.

Cable too tight; cable binding/kinked;
debris obstructing mechanism.

Check cable tension and adjust. Inspect cable for kinks or
binding. Clear any debris from the drive mechanism.

Cable feels stiff or
sticky.

Internal corrosion/friction; damaged outer
casing; dirt/debris.

Clean cable path. Apply dry lubricant if accessible. If
severely stiff, the cable may need replacement again.

If troubleshooting steps do not resolve the issue, it is recommended to consult a qualified service technician or refer to
your mower's specific service manual.

7. SPECIFICATIONS



Attribute Detail

Part Number 946-04440

Brand MTD

Manufacturer MTD

Material Plastic (for casing), Metal (for cable wire)

Color Black

Product Dimensions Approximately 2.54 x 2.54 x 2.54 cm (packaged); cable length varies by application.

Specific Uses Machine Control (Drive System)

Special Feature Easy to Install

8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

As an O.E.M. authorized part, this MTD replacement cable is designed to meet the manufacturer's specifications. For
specific warranty information regarding this replacement part, please refer to the official MTD website or contact MTD
customer support directly.
For further assistance with installation, troubleshooting, or general inquiries, it is recommended to:

Consult your specific MTD lawn mower's owner's manual or service manual.

Visit the official MTD website for support resources, FAQs, and contact information.

Contact an authorized MTD service center for professional assistance.

Figure 3: Another perspective of the MTD Drive Control Cable, showing its overall form and components.
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