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Laney L5-STUDIO

Laney L5-Studio Guitar Amplifier Head Instruction
Manual

Model: L5-STUDIO

1. INTRODUCTION

The Laney L5-STUDIO is a single-ended Class 'A' tube amplifier head designed for both home and studio use. It
features Laney's unique T-USB technology, allowing direct interface with any Digital Audio Workstation (DAW)
across various platforms. The amplifier can operate silently using its high-quality internal dummy load, making it
suitable for use at any time without disturbing others. It delivers a range of clean, crisp, dynamic, and open guitar
tones, responding effectively to playing dynamics.
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Image: Internal view showing the glowing vacuum tubes, indicative of the amplifier's tube-driven design.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

Power Supply: Ensure the amplifier is connected to a power supply with the correct voltage as indicated on the
unit. Use only the provided power cable or an approved replacement.

Ventilation: Do not block ventilation openings. Ensure adequate airflow around the amplifier to prevent
overheating.

Moisture: Do not expose the amplifier to rain, moisture, or excessive humidity. Avoid placing liquid containers on
or near the unit.

Servicing: Refer all servicing to qualified service personnel. Do not attempt to service the unit yourself,
especially due to high internal voltages.

Speaker Connection: Always connect the amplifier to an appropriate speaker cabinet before powering on,
unless using the internal dummy load for silent operation or headphones. Failure to do so can damage the
amplifier.

Heat: The amplifier's tubes generate heat during operation. Avoid touching hot surfaces and allow sufficient



cooling time after use.

3. FEATURES

The Laney L5-STUDIO amplifier head incorporates several key features for versatile performance:

Twin channel design for diverse tonal options.

Passive Bass, Middle, and Treble EQ controls for comprehensive tone shaping.

Bright switch and global Tone control for additional sonic adjustments.

Hand-selected ECC83 and EL84 tubes for authentic tube tone.

Totally silent operation capability via an internal dummy load.

Real tube tone direct into your DAW using unique T-USB technology.

On-board studio quality reverb.

Switchable FX loop for integrating external effects pedals.

FS2-mini footswitch supplied for remote control of channels and reverb.

Lionheart embroidered slip cover included for protection.

4. SETUP

4.1 Unpacking and Placement
Carefully remove the amplifier from its packaging. Place the unit on a stable, level surface, ensuring adequate space
for ventilation around the sides and rear.

4.2 Power Connection

Image: Standard IEC power cable used to connect the amplifier to a mains power outlet.

Connect the supplied power cable to the IEC inlet on the rear panel of the amplifier and then to a suitable mains
power outlet. Ensure the power switch on the rear panel is in the 'OFF' position before connecting.

4.3 Speaker Cabinet Connection
The L5-STUDIO is an amplifier head and requires an external speaker cabinet for audible output (unless using
headphones or the internal dummy load). Connect a speaker cable from the appropriate speaker output on the rear



panel to your speaker cabinet. Ensure the impedance of your cabinet matches the selected output on the amplifier
(e.g., 8 Ohm output to an 8 Ohm cabinet).

4.4 Guitar Connection

Image: Standard 1/4-inch instrument cable for connecting a guitar.

Connect your guitar to the 'INPUT' jack on the front panel using a high-quality instrument cable.

4.5 Footswitch Connection



Image: The supplied FS2-mini footswitch for remote control.

Connect the supplied FS2-mini footswitch to the 'FS2' input on the rear panel. This allows remote switching between
channels and activating/deactivating the reverb effect.

4.6 USB Connection (for DAW)
For direct recording or re-amping with a DAW, connect a USB cable from the 'USB' port on the rear panel to your
computer. The L5-STUDIO's T-USB technology provides a direct interface for recording tube tone.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

5.1 Front Panel Controls Overview



Image: Front panel of the L5-STUDIO, showing input jacks, control knobs, and switches.

INPUT (HI/LO): Connect your guitar here. 'HI' is for standard output guitars, 'LO' for higher output or for a cleaner
sound.

CLEAN VOLUME: Controls the output level of the clean channel.

BRIGHT Switch: Adds high-end sparkle to the clean channel.

DRIVE: Controls the amount of gain/overdrive on the drive channel.

DRIVE VOLUME: Controls the output level of the drive channel.

BASS, MIDDLE, TREBLE: Passive EQ controls to shape the low, mid, and high frequencies.

REVERB: Controls the amount of the built-in digital reverb effect.

TONE: Global tone control that adjusts the overall high-frequency response of the amplifier.

RUN Switch: Power switch for the amplifier.

5.2 Rear Panel Connections and Controls



Image: Rear panel of the L5-STUDIO, detailing power input, speaker outputs, FX loop, USB, and D.I. connections.

POWER Inlet: IEC power input.

FUSE: Main fuse holder. Replace only with the specified type and rating.

0.5W / 5W Switch: Selects the output wattage of the amplifier. Use 0.5W for lower volume practice or recording,
and 5W for louder applications.

REVERB (FS2) / DRIVE (FS2) Inputs: Connect the FS2-mini footswitch here for remote control.

FX LOOP (SEND/RETURN): Connect external effects pedals here. 'SEND' goes to the input of your effect,
'RETURN' comes from the output of your effect.

USB: Connect to a computer for direct recording or re-amping.

DI OUT (XLR): Balanced XLR output for connecting directly to a mixing console or audio interface. Includes GND
LIFT and +30dB switches.

PHONES: Headphone output for silent practice.

SPEAKER OUTPUTS: Connect to external speaker cabinets. Ensure correct impedance matching.

5.3 Silent Operation



The L5-STUDIO features an internal dummy load, allowing the amplifier to be used without a speaker cabinet for
silent practice via headphones or direct recording via USB/DI out. This feature ensures the amplifier's tubes are
safely loaded even without a physical speaker connected.

6. MAINTENANCE

Cleaning: Clean the amplifier's exterior with a soft, dry cloth. Do not use abrasive cleaners or solvents.

Tube Replacement: Vacuum tubes have a finite lifespan. If you notice a decrease in performance, excessive
noise, or inconsistent tone, the tubes may need replacement. This should be performed by a qualified technician.

Storage: When not in use for extended periods, store the amplifier in a dry, temperature-controlled environment.
Use the provided slip cover to protect it from dust.

Fuse Replacement: If the amplifier fails to power on, check the main fuse on the rear panel. Always replace with
a fuse of the exact same type and rating.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

No Power: Check the power cable connection, the power outlet, and the main fuse on the rear panel. Ensure the
'RUN' switch is engaged.

No Sound:

Ensure the speaker cabinet is correctly connected and the speaker cable is functional.

Check guitar cable and guitar volume.

Verify all volume controls on the amplifier are turned up.

If using headphones, ensure they are properly plugged in and the speaker output is not muted (if applicable).

Excessive Hum/Noise:

Check for faulty cables (guitar, speaker, FX loop).

Ensure proper grounding. Try a different power outlet.

Move the amplifier away from other electronic devices that might cause interference.

Tubes may be microphonic or nearing end-of-life.

Weak or Inconsistent Tone: This can often indicate aging or failing vacuum tubes. Consult a qualified
technician for tube testing and replacement.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Model L5-STUDIO

Output Wattage 5 Watts (switchable to 0.5 Watts)

Tubes ECC83 & EL84 (Hand selected)

Channels Twin Channel (Clean & Drive)

EQ Passive Bass, Middle, Treble

Reverb On-board Studio Quality Digital Reverb



FX Loop Switchable

Connectivity USB (T-USB Technology), DI Out (XLR), Headphones, FS2 Footswitch

Compatible Devices Guitar

Power Source Corded Electric

Item Weight 22.05 Pounds (10 kg)

Product Dimensions 7.2 x 16 x 7.4 inches (18.3 x 40.6 x 18.8 cm)

Color Blue

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Warranty information for the Laney L5-STUDIO amplifier head is typically provided with the product at the time of
purchase. Please refer to the documentation included in your product packaging for specific warranty terms and
conditions.

For technical support, service inquiries, or further assistance, please visit the official Laney Amplification website or
contact your authorized Laney dealer.
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