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Shimano Deore BL-T610 2-Finger V-Brake Lever Instruction
Manual

Model: BL-T610 | Brand: SHIMANO

1. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Shimano Deore BL-T610 is a left-side V-brake lever designed for mountain, cyclocross, and hybrid bicycles. It
features a 2-finger design for ergonomic control and long pull actuation, optimized for V-brake systems.
Constructed from durable aluminum alloy, this lever offers reliable performance and corrosion resistance.
Key Features:

2-Finger Design: Provides comfortable and efficient braking control.

Long Pull Actuation: Specifically designed for compatibility and optimal performance with V-brake
systems.

Aluminum Alloy Construction: Ensures durability, lightweight performance, and corrosion resistance.

I-Spec B Compatibility: Allows seamless integration with compatible Shimano shifters for a clean
handlebar setup.

Adjustable Reach: Enables customization of the lever position for a personalized fit and reduced hand
fatigue.
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Figure 1.1: Shimano Deore BL-T610 Left V-Brake Lever. This image shows the black aluminum alloy brake lever with the
Shimano Deore branding, the lever blade, and the barrel adjuster for cable tension.

2. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Proper installation is crucial for safe and effective braking. If you are unsure about any step, consult a professional
bicycle mechanic.

1. Prepare Handlebar: Ensure the handlebar area where the lever will be mounted is clean and free of
obstructions. The BL-T610 is designed for the left side of the handlebar.

2. Mount the Lever: Open the hinged clamp band of the lever. Position the lever on the handlebar, typically
inboard of the grip, at an angle that allows comfortable 2-finger operation. Secure the clamp bolt, tightening
it to the manufacturer's recommended torque specifications (refer to Shimano's official technical
documentation for precise torque values). Do not overtighten.

3. Install Brake Cable: Insert the brake cable end into the lever body. Route the cable through the barrel
adjuster and the lever mechanism.

4. Connect to V-Brake: Route the brake cable to the V-brake calipers. Secure the cable to the V-brake arm,
ensuring proper tension.

5. Adjust Cable Tension: Use the barrel adjuster on the lever body to fine-tune cable tension. Turn clockwise
to reduce tension (loosen) and counter-clockwise to increase tension (tighten). Adjust until the brake pads
are close to the rim but do not rub.

6. Adjust Lever Reach: The lever features a reach adjustment screw, usually located on the underside or front
of the lever body. Use an appropriate hex key to adjust the distance of the lever blade from the handlebar to
suit your hand size and preference.

7. Test Braking: Before riding, thoroughly test the brake function. Ensure the lever operates smoothly, the
brake pads engage the rim effectively, and the wheel spins freely when the lever is released.

3. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS



The BL-T610 lever is designed for intuitive 2-finger operation. To engage the brake, gently pull the lever towards
the handlebar with your index and middle fingers. The amount of braking force is proportional to the pressure
applied to the lever. Practice braking in a safe environment to become familiar with the lever's response and
modulation.
Important Considerations:

Always apply both front and rear brakes simultaneously for controlled stopping.

Avoid sudden, hard braking, especially with the front brake, as this can lead to loss of control.

Braking performance can be affected by weather conditions (rain, snow) and terrain. Adjust your braking
technique accordingly.

4. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures optimal performance and extends the lifespan of your brake lever and braking
system.

Cleaning: Keep the lever and surrounding handlebar area clean. Use a damp cloth to wipe away dirt and
grime. Avoid harsh chemicals that could damage the finish.

Cable Inspection: Periodically inspect the brake cable for fraying, kinks, or corrosion. Replace damaged
cables immediately.

Lubrication: Apply a small amount of bicycle-specific grease to the pivot points of the lever and where the
cable enters the housing to ensure smooth operation.

Brake Pad Wear: Regularly check the wear of your V-brake pads. Replace them before they wear past the
wear indicators.

Bolt Torque: Occasionally check the tightness of the clamp bolt and any other fasteners to ensure they are
secure.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING

This section addresses common issues you might encounter with your brake lever.

Spongy or Weak Braking:
Possible Cause: Loose cable tension, stretched cable, worn brake pads, or contaminated rim/pads.
Solution: Adjust cable tension using the barrel adjuster. Inspect and replace cable if stretched or frayed.
Check and replace worn brake pads. Clean rims and brake pads.

Brake Pads Rubbing the Rim:
Possible Cause: Too much cable tension, misaligned brake calipers, or bent rim.
Solution: Loosen cable tension using the barrel adjuster. Adjust V-brake caliper alignment. Check rim for
trueness.

Lever Feels Stiff or Sticky:
Possible Cause: Dirty or corroded cable, lack of lubrication at pivot points.
Solution: Inspect and clean/replace brake cable and housing. Lubricate lever pivot points with bicycle
grease.

Noise During Braking:
Possible Cause: Contaminated brake pads/rim, misaligned pads, or loose components.
Solution: Clean brake pads and rim. Ensure brake pads are correctly aligned to the rim. Check all bolts for
proper tightness.

6. SPECIFICATIONS



Attribute Specification

Brand SHIMANO

Model Number BL-T610

Hand Orientation Left

Material Aluminum

Color Black

Actuation Type Long Pull (for V-Brakes)

Handlebar Clamp Diameter 22.2mm (Standard)

Special Features I-Spec B Compatibility, Reach Adjustment

Item Weight 3.2 ounces (approx. 90g)

Product Dimensions 5"L x 4"W (approx.)

7. WARRANTY INFORMATION

This Shimano Deore BL-T610 V-Brake Lever comes with a Limited Warranty. For specific details regarding
warranty coverage, duration, and claims process, please refer to the official Shimano warranty documentation
provided with your purchase or visit the official Shimano website.

8. SUPPORT

For technical assistance, replacement parts, or further inquiries regarding your Shimano Deore BL-T610 V-Brake
Lever, please contact Shimano customer support directly or consult your local authorized Shimano dealer. Contact
information can typically be found on the official Shimano website.
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