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1. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Gardena Irrigation Programmer M282081 is designed for automatic control of various irrigation systems, including
sprinklers, drip irrigation, and other garden watering solutions. This device simplifies garden maintenance by providing
scheduled watering, ensuring your plants receive the right amount of water at optimal times.

Key features include:

14 Preset Programs: Offers a selection of pre-configured watering schedules for easy setup and immediate use.

Removable Control Panel: The programming unit can be detached from the main body for convenient setup and
adjustment.

Low Battery Display: An indicator on the screen alerts you when the battery level is low, ensuring uninterrupted
operation.

Sensor Connection: Compatible with Gardena soil moisture sensors or rain sensors for water-saving irrigation,
optimizing water usage based on actual plant needs and weather conditions.
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Figure 1: Close-up view of the Gardena Irrigation Programmer M282081 display, showing current time, programmed watering duration,
frequency, and active status.



2. SETUP INSTRUCTIONS

2.1 Battery Installation

1. Locate the battery compartment on the back of the control panel.

2. Open the compartment cover.

3. Insert a fresh 9V alkaline battery, ensuring correct polarity (+/-).

4. Close the battery compartment cover securely.

5. Note: Always use a new, high-quality battery for reliable operation. A weak or old battery can lead to malfunctions or
premature power loss.

2.2 Attaching to the Faucet

1. Ensure your outdoor faucet is turned off.

2. Screw the Gardena Irrigation Programmer onto the faucet outlet. Hand-tighten only to prevent damage.

3. Connect your garden hose or irrigation system to the outlet of the programmer.

4. Slowly turn on the faucet to allow water flow to the programmer.



Figure 2: The Gardena Irrigation Programmer M282081 securely attached to an outdoor faucet, ready for hose connection.

2.3 Detaching the Control Panel

For easier programming, the control panel can be detached from the main unit. Simply press the release button or slide
the panel upwards/outwards as indicated on the device, then pull it away from the base unit.



Figure 3: Detaching the control panel for convenient programming away from the faucet.

3. OPERATING THE IRRIGATION PROGRAMMER

3.1 Basic Programming

The Gardena Irrigation Programmer features an intuitive interface, often involving a rotary dial and selection buttons. Use
the dial to navigate through settings such as current time, start time, watering duration, and frequency.

1. Set Current Time: Rotate the dial to the 'Time' setting and adjust the hour and minute using the selection buttons.

2. Select Program: Choose from the 14 preset programs or create a custom schedule. Preset programs are designed
for common watering needs.

3. Set Start Time: Define when the watering cycle should begin.

4. Set Watering Duration: Specify how long the irrigation should run (e.g., 2 minutes, 30 seconds as seen on the
display).

5. Set Frequency: Determine how often the watering cycle repeats (e.g., every 4 hours, daily, every other day).



6. Activate Program: Confirm your settings to activate the chosen irrigation program. The display will typically show
'ON' when active.

Figure 4: Adjusting program settings using the rotary dial and buttons on the control panel.

3.2 Sensor Integration (Optional)

To optimize water usage, connect a Gardena soil moisture sensor or rain sensor (sold separately) to the designated port
on the programmer. When connected, the programmer will automatically adjust or suspend watering based on soil
moisture levels or rainfall, preventing overwatering and conserving water.



Figure 5: The irrigation programmer in action, providing water to plants through a connected hose.

4. MAINTENANCE

Battery Replacement: Replace the 9V battery annually or when the low battery indicator appears on the display.
Always use a fresh, high-quality alkaline battery.

Cleaning: Periodically wipe the exterior of the programmer with a damp cloth to remove dirt and debris. Do not use
abrasive cleaners or submerge the unit in water.

Winter Storage: Before the first frost, disconnect the programmer from the faucet and drain any remaining water.
Store the unit indoors in a dry, frost-free location to prevent damage.

Filter Cleaning: Check the integrated filter (if present, typically at the inlet) for debris and clean it as needed to
ensure unobstructed water flow.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING



Problem Possible Cause Solution

Programmer not
turning on /
Display blank

Dead or weak battery; Incorrect battery
installation.

Replace with a new 9V alkaline battery. Ensure correct
polarity.

Water not flowing
Faucet is off; Hose kinked; Filter
clogged; Programmer not activated or
programmed correctly.

Ensure faucet is fully open. Check hose for kinks.
Clean inlet filter. Verify program settings and activation.

Watering at
incorrect
times/duration

Incorrect program settings; Sensor
interference.

Review and adjust program settings (start time,
duration, frequency). Check sensor connection and
functionality if applicable.

Low battery
warning appears
frequently

Battery is old or low quality; High usage.
Replace with a fresh, high-quality alkaline battery.
Consider replacing batteries annually.

6. TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Model: M282081

Part Number: 1823-32

Brand: Gardena

Material: Plastic

Display Type: LCD

Color: Black, Grey, Orange

Power Source: 9V Alkaline Battery (not included)

Connection: Compatible with Gardena soil moisture and rain sensors

GTIN (Global Trade Identification Number): 04078500003520

7. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For specific warranty information, please refer to the documentation included with your purchase or visit the official
Gardena website. Gardena products typically come with a manufacturer's warranty covering defects in materials and
workmanship.

For technical support, spare parts, or further assistance, please contact Gardena customer service or visit the official
Gardena store online:

Visit the Gardena Store

© 2024 Gardena. All rights reserved. Information subject to change without notice.
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