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1. INTRODUCTION

Thank you for choosing the Bahco BBT20 12V Battery Tester. This digital battery and charging system tester is designed
for quick and accurate assessment of 12V automotive batteries and vehicle charging systems. It provides clear indications
of battery status and helps diagnose potential issues with the alternator.
Please read this manual thoroughly before operating the device to ensure safe and effective use.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

Always observe the following safety precautions when using the Bahco BBT20:

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment, including eye protection, when working with batteries.

Ensure the vehicle's ignition is off before connecting or disconnecting the tester.

Connect the red clamp to the positive (+) battery terminal and the black clamp to the negative (-) battery terminal.
The device features reverse polarity protection with an audible alarm.

Do not use the tester on batteries with voltages other than 12V.

Keep the tester away from heat, sparks, and open flames.

Do not expose the tester to rain or wet conditions.

If the battery is damaged or leaking, do not proceed with testing.

3. PACKAGE CONTENTS

The Bahco BBT20 package includes:

1 x Bahco BBT20 12V Battery Tester

1 x User Manual (this document)

4. PRODUCT OVERVIEW
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The Bahco BBT20 12V Battery Tester, featuring a compact design with an orange control panel, digital display, and integrated red and
black battery clamps for direct connection.

The Bahco BBT20 is a handheld digital tester. It features a clear digital display for readings and indicator lights for battery
status (OK, WEAK, BAD). The integrated cables with robust clamps allow for direct connection to the battery terminals.

5. SETUP

The Bahco BBT20 is designed for immediate use with minimal setup.

1. Ensure the vehicle's ignition is turned off.

2. Locate the vehicle's 12V battery.

3. Connect the red (+) clamp of the tester to the positive (+) terminal of the battery.

4. Connect the black (-) clamp of the tester to the negative (-) terminal of the battery.

5. If an audible alarm sounds, it indicates incorrect polarity. Immediately disconnect the clamps and re-connect them
correctly.

6. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

The Bahco BBT20 can perform both battery load tests and charging system tests.

6.1. Battery Load Test

This test assesses the battery's ability to hold a charge under load.



1. Ensure the tester is correctly connected to the 12V battery as described in Section 5.

2. The tester will automatically begin the test. The digital display will show the battery voltage.

3. Observe the indicator lights on the tester:

OK: The battery is in good condition.

WEAK: The battery is weak and may need charging or replacement soon.

BAD: The battery is in poor condition and requires immediate replacement.

4. The tester operates within a CCA (Cold Cranking Amps) range of 200 to 1000 CCA.

6.2. Charging System (Alternator) Test

This test evaluates the vehicle's charging system, primarily the alternator.

1. With the tester still connected to the battery, start the vehicle's engine.

2. Allow the engine to idle.

3. The tester will display the charging voltage. A healthy charging system typically shows a voltage between 13.5V and
14.5V (refer to your vehicle's service manual for exact specifications).

4. If the voltage is significantly outside this range, it may indicate an issue with the alternator or voltage regulator.

7. MAINTENANCE

The Bahco BBT20 requires minimal maintenance to ensure long-term performance:

After each use, wipe the tester and clamps with a clean, dry cloth to remove any dirt, grease, or battery acid residue.

Do not use abrasive cleaners or solvents.

Store the tester in a dry, cool place, away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures.

Inspect the cables and clamps periodically for any signs of damage or wear. Do not use the tester if the cables are
frayed or the clamps are damaged.

8. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your Bahco BBT20, refer to the following common problems and solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Tester does
not power on /
No display

Incorrect connection;
Battery completely dead;
Faulty clamps/cables

Ensure clamps are securely connected to battery terminals. Check
battery voltage with a multimeter; if extremely low, tester may not power
on. Inspect cables for damage.

Audible alarm
sounds

Reverse polarity
connection

Immediately disconnect and reconnect the red clamp to positive (+) and
black clamp to negative (-).

Inconsistent
readings

Poor connection; Dirty
battery terminals; Battery
not fully charged

Ensure clamps have good contact. Clean battery terminals if corroded.
Ensure battery is adequately charged before testing.

Alternator test
shows
abnormal
voltage

Faulty alternator; Faulty
voltage regulator; Loose
belt

Consult a qualified mechanic for further diagnosis and repair of the
vehicle's charging system.



9. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Model Number BHBBT20

Manufacturer BAHCO

Product Dimensions (L x W x H) 36 x 9.5 x 17 cm

Item Weight 1.22 Kilograms

Style Digital

Power Source Hand-powered (draws power from battery being tested)

Voltage Compatibility 12V

CCA Working Range 200 to 1000 CCA

Cable Length 50 cm

Batteries Included No

Batteries Required No

10. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Bahco products are manufactured to high standards and are subject to rigorous quality control. For information regarding
warranty coverage, technical support, or service, please refer to the warranty card included with your product or visit the
official Bahco website. Keep your purchase receipt as proof of purchase for any warranty claims.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Anonymous

Email

you@example.com

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Example: How do I reset this device or fix this error?

Details

http://127.0.0.1/privacy-policy


Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question
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