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Scag Cutter Deck Belt User Manual
Model: 483325

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the proper handling, installation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of the
Scag Cutter Deck Belt, Part Number 483325. This belt is designed for specific Scag Freedom Z Mowers to ensure optimal
performance of the cutting deck.
Please read this manual thoroughly before attempting any installation or maintenance procedures to ensure safety and
correct operation.

2. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Scag 483325 is an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) replacement belt for the cutter deck of compatible Scag
Freedom Z Mowers. It is engineered to meet the exact specifications of your equipment, ensuring durability and efficient
power transfer to the mower blades.
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Figure 2.1: The Scag 483325 Cutter Deck Belt, shown coiled. This belt is a critical component for transmitting power from the engine to the
mower's cutting blades.

Figure 2.2: A close-up view of the Scag 483325 Cutter Deck Belt, clearly displaying the "SCAG POWER EQUIP 483325 MADE IN USA"
marking, confirming its authenticity and specifications.

3. SPECIFICATIONS

Table 3.1: Product Specifications

Attribute Detail

Part Number 483325



Brand Scag

Product Type Cutter Deck Belt

Belt Style Deck Belt

Dimensions (Approximate) 18 x 8 x 4 inches (packaged)

Item Weight (Approximate) 5 pounds

Replaces Part Numbers Rotary 12718, Oregon 75-648, 265-177, Sunbelt B1483325

Attribute Detail

4. COMPATIBILITY

This Scag 483325 Cutter Deck Belt is compatible with the following Scag Freedom Z Mower models:

SFZ48-18FR

SFZ48-18FS

SFZ48-19KA

SFZ48-20FS

SFZ48-21FR

SFZ48-22KT

SFZ48-24BS

SFZ48-26BS

SFZ48-600FS

SFZ52-19KA

SFZ52-20FS

SFZ52-24KT

SFZ52-26BS

SFZ52-600FS

SFZ61-28BS

SMFZ-48

SMFZ-52

SMFZ-61

Always verify the part number against your mower's owner's manual or existing belt to ensure correct fitment.

5. INSTALLATION (SETUP)

Replacing a cutter deck belt requires careful attention to safety and proper procedure. If you are unsure about any step,
consult a qualified service technician.

5.1. Safety Precautions

Turn off the engine and remove the spark plug wire(s) to prevent accidental starting.

Allow the engine and any hot components to cool down.

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment, including gloves and eye protection.



Ensure the mower is on a flat, stable surface and engage the parking brake.

5.2. Removal of Old Belt

1. Access the Deck: Depending on your specific Scag model, you may need to raise the mower deck or remove it
from the mower frame to gain full access to the belt and pulleys. Refer to your mower's owner's manual for specific
instructions on deck removal or access.

2. Relieve Tension: Locate the belt tensioner or idler pulley. Use a wrench or lever to release the tension on the old
belt. This may involve moving a spring-loaded pulley.

3. Note Belt Path: Before removing the old belt, carefully observe or draw a diagram of its routing around all pulleys
(engine pulley, deck pulleys, idler pulleys). This is crucial for correct installation of the new belt.

4. Remove Old Belt: Once tension is relieved, carefully slip the old belt off the pulleys and remove it from the mower
deck.

5.3. Installation of New Belt

1. Route New Belt: Following the diagram or observation from step 5.2.3, carefully route the new Scag 483325 belt
around all pulleys. Ensure the belt is seated correctly in all pulley grooves.

2. Apply Tension: Re-engage the belt tensioner or idler pulley to apply proper tension to the new belt. Ensure the belt
is taut but not excessively tight, allowing for slight flex.

3. Inspect Routing: Double-check that the belt is correctly routed and seated on all pulleys. Spin the blades by hand
to confirm free movement and proper belt alignment.

4. Reassemble: If the deck was removed, reattach it to the mower frame according to your mower's manual.
Reconnect the spark plug wire(s).

Note: Specific belt routing diagrams are typically found in your Scag mower's owner's manual. Always refer to the official
documentation for your specific mower model.

6. OPERATION CONSIDERATIONS

Once the new cutter deck belt is installed, proper operation of your Scag mower's cutting deck is restored. The belt's
function is to transfer power from the engine to the mower blades, enabling them to rotate and cut grass efficiently.

Initial Start-up: After installation, start the mower and engage the deck at a low engine speed to ensure the belt
operates smoothly without slipping or unusual noises.

Performance: A properly installed and tensioned belt will result in consistent blade speed and effective cutting
performance.

7. MAINTENANCE

Regular inspection and maintenance of your cutter deck belt will extend its lifespan and ensure consistent mower
performance.

Visual Inspection: Periodically inspect the belt for signs of wear, cracking, fraying, glazing, or damage. Replace
the belt if any significant wear is observed.

Tension Check: Ensure the belt maintains proper tension. A loose belt can slip, causing poor cutting performance
and premature wear. An overly tight belt can strain pulleys and bearings.

Cleanliness: Keep the belt and pulleys free from grass clippings, dirt, and debris. Accumulations can cause
slippage and accelerate wear.

Replacement Interval: Belts are wear items. Replace the belt according to the recommendations in your mower's



owner's manual, or sooner if signs of wear are evident.

8. TROUBLESHOOTING

This section addresses common issues related to the cutter deck belt.

Belt Slipping:

Cause: Insufficient tension, worn belt, glazed belt, debris on pulleys.

Solution: Check and adjust belt tension. Inspect belt for wear and replace if necessary. Clean pulleys and
belt.

Excessive Noise (Squealing/Grinding):

Cause: Misaligned pulleys, worn bearings in pulleys, incorrect belt tension, foreign object.

Solution: Inspect belt routing and pulley alignment. Check pulley bearings for wear. Adjust belt tension.
Remove any debris.

Belt Breaking Prematurely:

Cause: Incorrect belt type, improper installation, misaligned pulleys, worn pulley flanges, excessive tension.

Solution: Ensure correct OEM belt (Scag 483325) is used. Verify proper installation and routing. Check pulley
alignment and condition. Adjust tension.

Poor Cutting Performance:

Cause: Belt slipping, worn blades, incorrect blade height.

Solution: Address belt slipping issues as above. Inspect and sharpen/replace mower blades. Adjust deck
height.

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

This Scag OEM part is manufactured to high standards. For specific warranty information regarding this part, please refer
to the official Scag warranty policy or contact an authorized Scag dealer.
If you purchased this product from a retailer, please note their return policy. For example, some retailers offer a 30-day
return or replacement policy for eligible items.
For technical assistance or further inquiries, please contact an authorized Scag service center or the dealer from whom
the part was purchased.

© 2023 Scag Power Equipment. All rights reserved. This document is for informational purposes only.
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