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1. INTRODUCTION

Thank you for choosing the MTD OPTIMA ME 66 T Snow Blower. This manual provides essential information for the
safe and efficient operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of your snow blower. Please read this manual
thoroughly before operating the machine to ensure proper use and to prevent injury or damage.

1.1 General Safety Guidelines

Always read and understand the entire manual before operating the snow blower.

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including eye protection, hearing protection, and
sturdy footwear.

Clear the area of foreign objects that could be thrown by the auger.

Keep bystanders, children, and pets at a safe distance from the operating area.

Never operate the snow blower indoors or in poorly ventilated areas due to exhaust fumes.

2. SETUP AND ASSEMBLY

Your MTD OPTIMA ME 66 T Snow Blower may require some assembly before its first use. Follow these steps
carefully.

2.1 Unpacking and Initial Inspection

Carefully remove all components from the packaging. Inspect for any shipping damage. Report any damage to your
dealer immediately.
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2.2 Assembly Instructions

Assemble the handle, discharge chute, and any other components as per the detailed diagrams in the included
assembly guide. Ensure all bolts and fasteners are securely tightened.

Figure 1: Front view of the MTD OPTIMA ME 66 T Snow Blower, showing the auger housing, engine, and control panel.



Figure 2: Side view of the MTD OPTIMA ME 66 T Snow Blower, highlighting the track drive system and engine placement.

2.3 Fuel and Oil Filling

This snow blower is equipped with an MTD SnowThox 80 OHV 4-stroke engine. Before starting, ensure the fuel
tank is filled with fresh, unleaded gasoline and the engine oil reservoir is filled to the correct level with the
recommended engine oil. Refer to the engine manual for specific fuel and oil requirements.

3. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Familiarize yourself with the controls before starting the snow blower.

3.1 Controls Overview

Engine Start/Stop: Typically a key or push-button start, with a separate stop switch.

Auger Engagement Lever: Engages the auger and impeller to clear snow.

Drive Engagement Lever: Engages the track drive system for forward or reverse motion.

Gear Selector: Allows selection of 6 forward and 2 reverse gears.

4-Way Joystick: Controls the direction and angle of the discharge chute.

Easy-Turn Steering Assist: Levers on the handlebars that disengage one track for easier turning.



Figure 3: Close-up of the 4-way joystick, used to precisely control the snow discharge chute's direction and angle.

Figure 4: The Easy-Turn System handles, which simplify maneuvering the snow blower by disengaging one track for turns.

3.2 Starting the Engine

1. Ensure the fuel valve is open and the choke is set appropriately for cold starting.

2. Insert the ignition key (if applicable) and turn it to the ON position.

3. Pull the recoil starter cord firmly or press the electric start button until the engine starts.

4. Gradually push the choke lever to the OFF position as the engine warms up.

3.3 Snow Clearing Operation

1. Select a suitable gear for the snow conditions.

2. Engage the drive lever to move the snow blower forward.

3. Engage the auger lever to begin clearing snow.

4. Use the 4-way joystick to direct the discharged snow away from desired areas.

5. Utilize the Easy-Turn steering assist for smooth turns at the end of each pass.

6. For optimal performance, clear snow in overlapping passes.



3.4 Stopping the Engine

To stop the engine, release the auger and drive engagement levers, then turn the ignition key to the OFF position or
press the stop switch.

4. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your snow blower.

4.1 Engine Maintenance

Oil Change: Change engine oil after the first 5 hours of operation, then every 25 hours or annually.

Spark Plug: Inspect and clean the spark plug annually. Replace if necessary.

Air Filter: Check and clean the air filter regularly, especially in dusty conditions.

4.2 Snow Blower Component Maintenance

Shear Pins: Regularly inspect shear pins on the auger. Replace immediately if broken to prevent damage to
the gearbox.

Auger and Impeller: Check for wear or damage. Remove any debris or ice buildup.

Skid Shoes: Adjust or replace skid shoes as they wear down to protect the auger housing.

Lubrication: Lubricate all moving parts and pivot points as indicated in the maintenance schedule.

4.3 Storage

Before storing the snow blower for extended periods, especially during off-season:

Drain the fuel tank or add a fuel stabilizer.

Clean the entire machine thoroughly.

Perform all recommended maintenance tasks.

Store in a clean, dry area, protected from the elements.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING

This section provides solutions to common operational issues.



Problem Possible Cause Solution

Engine won't start
No fuel; stale fuel; fouled spark plug;
choke not set correctly

Add fresh fuel; replace spark plug; adjust
choke

Snow not clearing
effectively

Clogged chute; broken shear pins; worn
auger paddles

Clear chute (with engine off!); replace shear
pins; inspect auger

Machine not moving
Drive belt loose or broken; transmission
issue

Inspect and adjust/replace drive belt; consult
service center

If you encounter problems not listed here or if solutions do not resolve the issue, please contact a qualified service
technician.

6. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Model Number 31AY74T3678

Engine MTD SnowThox 80 OHV 4-stroke engine, 5.4 kW

Product Dimensions (L x W x H) 135 x 72 x 110 cm

Weight 110 Kilograms

Material Type Steel

Gears 6 Forward, 2 Reverse

Steering Assist Easy-Turn Steering Assist, Track Drive

Chute Control 4-Way Joystick, 200° Rotation

Lighting Equipped with Light

7. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Your MTD OPTIMA ME 66 T Snow Blower is covered by a manufacturer's warranty. Please refer to the separate
warranty document provided with your purchase for detailed terms and conditions.
For technical support, spare parts, or service inquiries, please contact your authorized MTD dealer or visit the
official MTD website for contact information in your region.
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