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Honda Recoil Starter Assembly Instruction Manual
For HRR216 Series Walk-Behind Lawn Mowers

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the proper installation, operation, and maintenance of your Genuine
Honda Recoil Starter Assembly. This component is designed for specific Honda HRR216 series walk-behind lawn
mowers. Please read this manual thoroughly before attempting any installation or repair to ensure safe and correct
usage.

2. IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

Always disconnect the spark plug wire before performing any maintenance or installation to prevent
accidental engine starting.

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment, including gloves and eye protection.

Ensure the engine is cool before handling any parts to avoid burns.

Use only genuine Honda replacement parts to maintain product integrity and performance.

If you are unsure about any step, consult a qualified service technician.

3. PRODUCT OVERVIEW AND COMPATIBILITY

The recoil starter assembly is a critical component responsible for manually starting your lawn mower engine. It
houses the pull rope and spring mechanism that engages the engine's flywheel to initiate combustion.
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Figure 1: Location of the recoil starter assembly on a Honda walk-behind lawn mower.

This recoil starter assembly is specifically designed for the following Honda HRR216 series walk-behind lawn
mower models:

HRR2169VLA

HRR2169VYA

HRR216K9VLAA

HRR216K9VYAA

Important: This part is compatible with units within the frame serial number range of MZCG-8670001 to MZCG-
1140000. Verify your mower's serial number before installation.



Figure 2: The Honda Recoil Starter Assembly.

4. INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

Follow these steps to replace the recoil starter assembly:

1. Preparation: Ensure the engine is off and cool. Disconnect the spark plug wire to prevent accidental
starting.

2. Locate the Old Starter: Identify the existing recoil starter assembly on your lawn mower engine (refer to
Figure 1).

3. Remove Fasteners: Using an appropriate wrench, carefully unscrew the three bolts securing the old recoil
starter assembly to the engine housing. Keep these bolts as they may be reused if the new assembly does
not include them.

4. Remove Old Assembly: Gently pull the old starter assembly away from the engine.

5. Position New Assembly: Align the new Honda Recoil Starter Assembly with the mounting holes on the
engine housing.

6. Secure New Assembly: Insert and tighten the three bolts to secure the new starter assembly. Ensure it is
firmly attached but do not overtighten.

7. Reconnect Spark Plug: Reconnect the spark plug wire.

8. Test: Perform a test pull to ensure the starter engages and retracts smoothly.



Figure 3: Always use Genuine Honda Parts for optimal performance and fit.

5. OPERATING THE RECOIL STARTER

To start your lawn mower using the recoil starter:

1. Ensure all safety precautions are observed and the mower is on a level surface.

2. Follow your mower's specific starting procedure (e.g., prime bulb, choke setting).

3. Grasp the starter grip firmly.

4. Pull the starter grip slowly until you feel resistance, then pull briskly with a full arm stroke.

5. Allow the rope to rewind slowly; do not let it snap back against the starter housing.

6. Repeat if necessary until the engine starts.

6. MAINTENANCE

Proper maintenance extends the life of your recoil starter:

Keep the starter assembly clean and free of debris.

Inspect the pull rope periodically for fraying or damage. Replace if necessary.

Ensure the starter grip is securely attached to the rope.

Avoid letting the rope snap back, as this can damage the internal spring mechanism.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

Problem Possible Cause Solution



Rope does not retract fully
Broken or worn recoil
spring

Replace the recoil starter assembly.

Rope pulls out but engine
does not crank

Pawls not engaging
flywheel

Inspect the pawls for damage or debris. Replace
assembly if pawls are damaged.

Rope is frayed or broken
Normal wear and tear or
improper use

Replace the recoil starter assembly.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Brand: Honda

Part Type: Recoil Starter Assembly

Material: Plastic

Operation Mode: Manual

UPC: 719534668029

Manufacturer Part Number: 8181890233478

Compatible Mower Models: HRR2169VLA, HRR2169VYA, HRR216K9VLAA, HRR216K9VYAA

Compatible Frame Serial Range: MZCG-8670001 - MZCG-1140000

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

This is a Genuine OEM Honda part. For specific warranty information regarding this component, please refer to the
warranty documentation provided with your original Honda lawn mower or contact an authorized Honda service
center. Using genuine Honda parts ensures compatibility and adherence to Honda's quality standards.
For further assistance or to locate an authorized service dealer, please visit the official Honda Power Equipment
website or consult your local Honda dealer.

© 2024 Honda Motor Co., Ltd. All rights reserved.
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