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3M Sandpaper 03039 Assorted Grit Instruction Manual
Product: 3M Sandpaper, Assorted Grit, 3 2/3 inch x 9 inch

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides instructions for the safe and effective use of 3M Sandpaper, Model 03039, Assorted
Grit. This product is designed for various sanding applications, including surface preparation, material
removal, and achieving smooth finishes on a variety of materials such as wood, metal, and plastics.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

Always observe the following safety precautions when using sandpaper:

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Wear appropriate PPE, including safety glasses to protect
eyes from dust and debris, and a dust mask to prevent inhalation of fine particles.

Ventilation: Ensure adequate ventilation in your workspace to minimize dust accumulation.

Surface Preparation: Ensure the workpiece is securely clamped or stable to prevent movement
during sanding.

Electrical Safety: Do not use sandpaper on live electrical components or near exposed wiring.

Storage: Store sandpaper in a dry, cool place, away from open flames or heat sources.

Children and Pets: Keep sandpaper and sanding tools out of reach of children and pets.

3. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The 3M Sandpaper, Model 03039, is an assorted grit sandpaper product. It features durable abrasive
grains bonded to a flexible backing, making it suitable for both hand sanding and use with various sanding
tools. The assortment typically includes different grit sizes, allowing for progression from coarse material
removal to fine finishing.
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Figure 1: 3M Sandpaper, Model 03039, Assorted Grit. This image displays the packaging and typical appearance of the
sandpaper sheets.

4. SETUP

Proper setup ensures effective and safe sanding:

1. Surface Preparation: Ensure the surface to be sanded is clean, dry, and free from loose debris or
contaminants.

2. Grit Selection: Choose the appropriate grit size for your task. Coarser grits (e.g., 60-80) are for
heavy material removal and shaping. Medium grits (e.g., 100-150) are for general sanding and
smoothing. Fine grits (e.g., 180-220 and higher) are for final finishing and preparing surfaces for paint
or stain.

3. Hand Sanding: For hand sanding, you may cut the sandpaper sheet to a manageable size. Wrap it
around a sanding block or use it directly by hand, ensuring a firm grip.

4. Power Sander Use: If using a power sander (e.g., orbital sander, block sander), cut the sandpaper
to fit the sander's pad. Securely attach the sandpaper using the sander's clamping mechanism or
hook-and-loop system, ensuring it is flat and taut.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Follow these steps for optimal sanding results:

1. Initial Sanding: Begin with a coarser grit to remove imperfections, old finishes, or to shape the
material. Apply even, moderate pressure.

2. Sanding Direction: When sanding wood, always sand in the direction of the wood grain to prevent
scratches and achieve a smoother finish. For other materials, a consistent pattern (e.g., circular or
back-and-forth) may be appropriate.

3. Progressive Grits: Gradually move to finer grits. Each subsequent grit should remove the scratches
left by the previous, coarser grit. Do not skip more than one grit size (e.g., from 80 to 180) as this can
leave visible scratches.

4. Even Pressure: Maintain consistent and even pressure across the sanding surface. Uneven
pressure can lead to gouges or an uneven finish.

5. Check Progress: Periodically wipe away dust and inspect the surface to monitor your progress and



ensure desired results.

6. Replace Sandpaper: Replace sandpaper when it becomes dull, worn, or clogged with sanding dust.
Continuing to use worn sandpaper is inefficient and can damage the workpiece.

6. MAINTENANCE

While sandpaper is a consumable product, proper handling and storage can maximize its effectiveness:

Storage: Store unused sandpaper sheets flat in their original packaging or a dry, cool environment to
prevent curling, creasing, or moisture absorption, which can degrade performance.

Cleaning (Limited): For minor clogging, some sandpaper can be cleaned with a stiff brush or a
specialized sandpaper cleaning stick. However, heavily clogged or worn sandpaper should be
replaced.

Disposal: Dispose of used sandpaper responsibly according to local waste disposal guidelines.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

Common issues and their solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Poor finish /
Visible
scratches

Skipping grits, worn sandpaper,
uneven pressure, sanding against
grain.

Use a finer grit, replace worn sandpaper, apply
even pressure, sand with the grain (for wood).

Sandpaper
clogs quickly

Too fine a grit for material removal,
soft material, excessive pressure.

Use a coarser grit, reduce pressure, clean or
replace sandpaper.

Sandpaper
tears easily

Excessive pressure, sharp edges on
workpiece, old/degraded sandpaper.

Reduce pressure, round off sharp edges, use
fresh sandpaper.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Key specifications for 3M Sandpaper, Model 03039:

Model Number: 03039

Product Dimensions: 9 x 3.67 x 0.1 inches

Product Weight: Approximately 5.14 Pounds (for the assorted pack)

Manufacturer: 3M

ASIN: B00MEWSA00

Date First Available: October 14, 2014

Grit Type: Assorted

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For specific warranty information regarding 3M Sandpaper products, please refer to the packaging or visit
the official 3M website. For technical assistance, product inquiries, or customer support, please contact 3M
customer service directly through their official channels.
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