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NAPA Gold Fuel Filter 3123 Instruction Manual

Brand: NAPA | Model: 3123

1. ProbucT OVERVIEW

The NAPA Gold Fuel Filter 3123 is a high-quality fuel/water separator designed to provide excellent engine
protection under various driving conditions, including dirt roads, construction sites, stop-and-go traffic, short trips,
and interstate travel. This filter is specifically engineered for Chev and GMC trucks with 6.2L and 6.6L diesel
engines, but can also be used with gasoline applications. It features a 12-micron filtration rating for effective
contaminant removal.

The NAPA Gold 3123 can be used to convert cartridge fuel filters to a more convenient spin-on type or to enhance
the capacity and water removal capabilities of an existing fuel system when paired with a compatible base (e.g.,
NAPA 4309).

2. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Proper installation is crucial for the optimal performance and longevity of your NAPA Gold Fuel Filter 3123. Always
refer to your vehicle's service manual for specific instructions and safety precautions before beginning any work.

General Installation Steps:

1. Safety First: Ensure the engine is off and cool. Disconnect the vehicle's battery to prevent accidental starting.

2. Locate the Existing Filter: Identify the current fuel filter or the designated mounting location for the new
filter/base assembly.

3. Prepare for Fuel Spillage: Place a drain pan beneath the filter area to catch any fuel that may spill during
removal and installation.

4. Remove Old Filter (if applicable): Carefully unscrew and remove the old fuel filter. Dispose of it according to
local environmental regulations.

5. Install Mounting Base (if needed): If converting to a spin-on filter or adding capacity, install the NAPA 4309
base (or equivalent) according to its specific instructions. Ensure all connections are secure and leak-free.

6. Prepare New Filter: Apply a thin film of clean diesel fuel or engine oil to the new filter's gasket. This helps ensure
a proper seal.

7. Fill Filter (Priming): Pre-fill the new filter with clean fuel before installation. This helps prevent air pockets in the
fuel system and aids in easier engine starting.
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8. Install New Filter: Screw the NAPA Gold 3123 filter onto the mounting base or engine housing by hand until the
gasket makes contact. Then, tighten an additional 3/4 to 1 full turn. Do not overtighten.

9. Check for Leaks: Reconnect the battery. Turn the ignition to the 'on' position (without starting the engine) for a
few seconds to allow the fuel pump to prime the system. Check for any fuel leaks around the new filter.

10. Start Engine: Start the engine and let it run for a few minutes, checking again for any leaks.

3. OPERATION

The NAPA Gold Fuel Filter 3123 functions as a fuel/water separator, removing both particulate contaminants and
water from the fuel supply before it reaches the engine. This is critical for protecting sensitive fuel injection
components from damage and corrosion.

The filter is designed for continuous operation as part of your vehicle's fuel system. No specific user interaction is
required during normal operation, beyond routine maintenance.

4. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance of your NAPA Gold Fuel Filter 3123 is essential for maintaining engine performance and
longevity. The filter features a drain valve at the bottom for convenient water and contaminant removal.

Water Draining Procedure:

1. Frequency: It is recommended to check for and drain water periodically, especially in humid climates or if you
suspect water contamination. Refer to your vehicle's maintenance schedule for specific intervals.

2. Preparation: Place a suitable container (e.g., a clear bottle) under the drain valve at the bottom of the filter.

3. Open Drain Valve: Slowly turn the drain valve counter-clockwise to open it. Allow the water and any
accumulated contaminants to drain out.

4. Close Drain Valve: Once only clean fuel begins to flow, close the drain valve by turning it clockwise until it is
snug. Do not overtighten.

5. Dispose of Contaminants: Properly dispose of the drained water and fuel mixture according to local
environmental regulations.

Filter Replacement:

The NAPA Gold 3123 fuel filter should be replaced at intervals specified by your vehicle manufacturer or more
frequently if operating in severe conditions. A clogged filter can lead to reduced engine performance and potential
damage. Follow the installation steps outlined in Section 2 for replacement.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you experience issues with your fuel system, the fuel filter may be a contributing factor. Here are some common
symptoms and potential solutions:

+ Reduced Engine Performance (Loss of Power, Stalling): This can indicate a clogged fuel filter restricting fuel
flow.

o Difficulty Starting: A severely clogged filter can prevent sufficient fuel from reaching the engine.

+ Rough Idling: Inconsistent fuel delivery due to a partially clogged filter can cause rough idling.

« Excessive Water in Fuel: If frequent draining is required, or if water is still present after draining, investigate the
fuel tank for water ingress or consider using a fuel additive designed to disperse water.



Solution: If any of these symptoms occur, first attempt to drain any accumulated water from the filter. If symptoms
persist, replace the fuel filter. If the problem continues after filter replacement, consult a qualified mechanic.

6. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature

Brand

Model Number
Product Grade

Outer Material
Vehicle Service Type
Filtration Rating

Item Weight

Product Dimensions

7. ProbucTt VisuaLs

Specification
NAPA

3123
Replacement Part
Metal

Truck

12 Micron

1.28 pounds

6 X 6 x 2 inches

Figure 1: Front view of the NAPA Gold Fuel/Water Separator 3123, showing the NAPA branding and the drain valve at the
bottom. This filter is designed for maximum heavy-duty protection.

Figure 2: Bottom view of the NAPA Gold Fuel Filter 3123, illustrating the threaded connection point and the internal filter media

access.
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