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Panasonic LUMIX DMC-ZS40S Digital Camera User
Manual

Model: DMC-ZS40S

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides instructions for the safe and effective use of your Panasonic LUMIX DMC-ZS40S
Digital Camera. Please read this manual thoroughly before using the camera and retain it for future
reference.
The Panasonic LUMIX DMC-ZS40S is a compact digital camera featuring a 30x optical zoom Leica lens, a
3.0-inch LCD, an electronic viewfinder (EVF), GPS, and Wi-Fi with NFC capabilities. It is designed for
versatile photography and video recording.

2. PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all items are present in the package:

Panasonic LUMIX DMC-ZS40S Digital Camera

Battery Pack

AC Adapter

USB Connection Cable

Hand Strap

Instruction Manual (this document)

Note: Memory card is not included and must be purchased separately.

3. CAMERA PARTS AND CONTROLS

3.1 Front View

The front of the camera features the lens, flash, and autofocus assist lamp.

https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/qa/
https://manuals.plus/deep-search/
https://manuals.plus/upload
https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/category/panasonic


Figure 3.1: Front view of the Panasonic DMC-ZS40S with the lens retracted. This shows the compact form factor of the camera when not in
use.

Figure 3.2: Front view of the Panasonic DMC-ZS40S with the lens extended. This illustrates the camera ready for shooting, highlighting the
Leica 30x optical zoom lens.



3.2 Top View

The top panel includes the power button, shutter button, zoom lever, mode dial, and video record button.

Figure 3.3: Top view of the Panasonic DMC-ZS40S with the lens extended. Key controls like the mode dial, shutter button, and zoom lever are
visible.

Figure 3.4: Top view of the Panasonic DMC-ZS40S with the lens retracted. This shows the camera's sleek profile when powered off or in
standby.

3.3 Rear View

The rear of the camera features the 3.0-inch LCD monitor, electronic viewfinder (EVF), and various control
buttons for menu navigation, playback, and function settings.



Figure 3.5: Rear view of the Panasonic DMC-ZS40S, displaying the LCD screen, electronic viewfinder (EVF), and control buttons for navigation
and settings.

4. SETUP

4.1 Charging the Battery

1. Insert the battery pack into the camera.

2. Connect the AC adapter to the camera's USB port using the supplied USB connection cable.

3. Plug the AC adapter into a power outlet. The charge indicator will light up.

4. Charging is complete when the charge indicator turns off.

Note: A fully discharged battery typically takes approximately 2-3 hours to charge.

4.2 Inserting a Memory Card

1. Open the battery/card cover on the bottom of the camera.

2. Insert the SD memory card into the slot with the label facing the front of the camera until it clicks into
place.

3. Close the cover securely.

Note: Ensure the camera is turned off before inserting or removing the memory card.

4.3 Initial Settings (Date/Time)

Upon first power-on or after the battery has been removed for an extended period, the date and time
settings may need to be configured.

1. Turn on the camera.

2. Follow the on-screen prompts to set the date, time, and time zone.

3. Use the directional buttons to navigate and the MENU/SET button to confirm.

5. BASIC OPERATION



5.1 Taking Still Pictures

1. Turn the camera on by pressing the ON/OFF button.

2. Rotate the mode dial to the desired shooting mode (e.g., iA for Intelligent Auto, P for Program AE).

3. Frame your subject using the LCD monitor or the electronic viewfinder (EVF).

4. Press the shutter button halfway down to focus. The focus frame will turn green when focus is
achieved.

5. Press the shutter button fully down to take the picture.

5.2 Recording Videos

1. Turn the camera on.

2. Press the dedicated Video Record Button (red dot icon) to start recording.

3. Press the Video Record Button again to stop recording.

Note: The camera supports HD video recording. Use the zoom lever during recording to adjust the focal
length.

5.3 Using the Zoom

The camera features a 30x optical zoom lens.

To zoom in, push the zoom lever towards T (Telephoto).

To zoom out, push the zoom lever towards W (Wide-angle).

6. ADVANCED FEATURES

6.1 Electronic Viewfinder (EVF)

The EVF provides an alternative to the LCD for framing shots, especially useful in bright sunlight or for
increased stability when holding the camera.

The camera automatically switches between the LCD and EVF when you bring your eye to the EVF
sensor.

Adjust the diopter for clear viewing through the EVF.

6.2 Lens Mounted Control Ring

The control ring around the lens can be customized to adjust various settings quickly, such as aperture,
shutter speed, ISO, or zoom, depending on the selected shooting mode.

Refer to the camera's menu for customizing the control ring functions.

6.3 GPS Functionality

The built-in GPS module records location information with your photos, allowing you to geotag your
images.

To enable/disable GPS, navigate to the Setup Menu.

Important: Turn off GPS when the camera is not in use to conserve battery life, as it continues to
search for signals even when the camera is off.

6.4 Wi-Fi with NFC



Connect your camera to a smartphone or tablet via Wi-Fi and NFC for remote control, image transfer, and
sharing.

Install the Panasonic Image App on your smart device.

Use NFC (Near Field Communication) for quick pairing with compatible devices by touching them
together.

Alternatively, connect via Wi-Fi by selecting the camera's Wi-Fi network from your device's settings.

7. MAINTENANCE AND CARE

Cleaning the Lens: Use a soft, lint-free cloth or a lens brush to gently remove dust. For smudges,
use a lens cleaning solution applied to a cloth, not directly to the lens.

Cleaning the Camera Body: Wipe the camera body with a soft, dry cloth. Do not use organic
solvents or strong chemicals.

Battery Care: Store batteries in a cool, dry place. Do not expose them to extreme temperatures.
Charge the battery fully before extended storage.

Storage: When not in use for long periods, remove the battery and memory card. Store the camera
in a dry, dust-free environment.

Memory Card Formatting: Regularly format your memory card in the camera to maintain optimal
performance and prevent data corruption. Note: Formatting erases all data on the card. Back up
important files first.

8. TROUBLESHOOTING

8.1 Common Issues and Solutions

Problem Solution

Camera does not turn
on.

Ensure the battery is charged and correctly inserted. Try charging the battery.

Cannot take pictures.
Check if the memory card is inserted and has free space. Ensure the lens cap
is removed. Verify the battery has sufficient charge.

Images are blurry.
Check focus settings. Ensure sufficient lighting. Use image stabilization or a
tripod in low light. Clean the lens.

GPS takes a long time
to acquire signal.

Ensure you are in an open area with a clear view of the sky. Initial acquisition
may take longer.

Wi-Fi connection
issues.

Ensure the Panasonic Image App is installed. Check Wi-Fi settings on both
camera and smart device. Restart both devices.

If the problem persists, refer to the Panasonic support website or contact customer service.

9. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail



Model Number DMC-ZS40S

Product Dimensions 4.37 x 1.34 x 2.52 inches

Item Weight 8.5 ounces

Manufacturer Panasonic

Batteries 1 Lithium Ion battery (included)

Optical Zoom 30x

Maximum Focal Length 720 Millimeters

Maximum Aperture 3.5 Millimeters

Image Stabilization Optical

Photo Sensor Technology CMOS

Aspect Ratio 4:3

Supported File Format JPEG (DCF Exif 2.3), RAW (RW2), MPO

Metering Description Multi, Center-weighted, Spot

Expanded ISO Minimum 100

Feature Detail

10. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

10.1 Warranty Information

This product comes with a 90-day parts and labor warranty. Additionally, a 14-day satisfaction guarantee is
provided. Please retain your proof of purchase for warranty claims.

10.2 Customer Support

For technical assistance, troubleshooting, or warranty service, please visit the official Panasonic support
website or contact their customer service department. Contact information can typically be found on the
Panasonic website or in the documentation included with your product.

© 2024 Panasonic Corporation. All rights reserved.
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