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AKAI Professional MPK225 User Manual
USB MIDI Keyboard Controller with 25 Semi-Weighted Keys

1. INTRODUCTION

The Akai Professional MPK225 is a compact, all-in-one performance pad and keyboard controller designed for
comprehensive workstation control. It integrates deep software capabilities, an enhanced workflow, and core technologies
derived from Akai's renowned MPC workstations. This controller is equipped with 25 semi-weighted keys, assignable
MPC controls, 8 pads, and Q-Links, offering a plug-and-play experience for music production.
The MPK225 is USB-powered, eliminating the need for an external power adapter, and is optimized for direct interfacing
with both Mac and PC systems.
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Figure 1: Front view of the Akai Professional MPK225.

2. SETUP

2.1. What's in the Box

MPK225 USB MIDI Keyboard Controller

USB Cable

User Manual (this document)

2.2. Connecting to Your Computer

1. Connect one end of the included USB cable to the USB port on the MPK225.

2. Connect the other end of the USB cable to an available USB port on your Mac or PC computer.

3. The MPK225 is USB-powered and does not require an external power adapter. It will power on automatically once
connected.

2.3. Software Installation

The MPK225 comes with a professional production software package designed to enhance your music creation
experience. This typically includes:

Ableton Live Lite (DAW)

Hybrid 3 by AIR Music Tech (Virtual Instrument)

Xpand!2 (Virtual Instrument)

MPC Beats Software

Please refer to the official Akai Professional website or the included user manual PDF for detailed instructions on
downloading, installing, and authorizing your software bundle. The user manual can be found here.
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Figure 2: The MPK225 integrated with MPC Beats software.

3. OPERATING THE MPK225

The MPK225 is designed to provide intuitive control over your digital audio workstation (DAW) and virtual instruments. It
acts as a MIDI controller, sending MIDI data to your computer to trigger sounds and manipulate parameters within your
software.

3.1. Keyboard Performance

The 25 semi-weighted, velocity-sensitive full-size keys offer a premium piano-style keybed for responsive and natural feel,
ideal for playing melodies, chords, and basslines.



Figure 3: Demonstrating key playability on the MPK225.

3.2. MPC-Style Pads

The 8 RGB-illuminated MPC-style pads are highly responsive and can be used for triggering samples, loops, one-shots,
and melodics. Each pad has 4 banks, providing access to a total of 32 pads (A, B, C, D). Use the BANK buttons to switch
between pad banks.



Figure 4: Close-up of the responsive MPC-style pads.

Figure 5: Detail of the pads and bank selection buttons.



3.3. Assignable Q-Link Controls

The MPK225 features 12 assignable Q-Link controls, including 8 control knobs and 4 backlit buttons. These controls are
engineered for hassle-free mapping to your DAW or virtual instruments, allowing you to manipulate parameters such as
volume levels, effects, and panning in real-time.

Figure 6: The assignable Q-Link knobs and buttons.

3.4. Core MPC Tools

Leverage classic MPC features directly from your controller:

MPC Note Repeat: Automatically repeats notes at a specified rate.

Arpeggiator: Creates arpeggiated patterns from held notes.

MPC Full Level: Ensures all pad hits trigger at maximum velocity.

Tap Tempo: Allows you to set the tempo by tapping a button.

Time Division: Adjusts the rhythmic subdivision for features like Note Repeat and Arpeggiator.

3.5. MIDI Connectivity

The MPK225 includes a 5-pin MIDI input and output, allowing you to connect and control external MIDI hardware, making
it a versatile centerpiece for your studio setup.

3.6. Understanding MIDI Controllers (Video)

For a general overview of how MIDI keyboard controllers function and their role in music production, please watch the
following video:

Video 1: An overview of MIDI keyboard controllers, explaining their function in controlling sounds and software on a
computer. (Source: InMusic)



4. MAINTENANCE

To ensure the longevity and optimal performance of your Akai Professional MPK225, follow these maintenance
guidelines:

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to wipe down the surface of the controller. For stubborn dirt, slightly dampen the
cloth with water. Avoid using abrasive cleaners, solvents, or waxes, as these can damage the finish and internal
components.

Storage: Store the MPK225 in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight, extreme temperatures, and high
humidity. If transporting, use a padded case to protect it from physical damage.

Avoid Liquids: Keep liquids away from the controller to prevent spills that could lead to electrical shorts or
damage.

Dust Protection: When not in use, consider covering the controller with a dust cover to prevent dust accumulation,
which can affect the keys, pads, and knobs.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your MPK225, try the following basic troubleshooting steps:

No Power/No Connection: Ensure the USB cable is securely connected to both the MPK225 and your computer.
Try a different USB port or a different USB cable. Verify that your computer's USB ports are functioning correctly.

Software Not Recognizing Controller: Check your DAW or music software's MIDI settings to ensure the MPK225
is selected as an input device. Reinstall the necessary drivers or software if prompted.

Pads/Keys Not Responding: Ensure the correct pad bank is selected. Check if any settings like 'Full Level' or 'Note
Repeat' are inadvertently activated, which might alter expected behavior.

Intermittent Issues: Disconnect and reconnect the USB cable. Restart your computer and the MPK225.

Software Conflicts: Close any other applications that might be using MIDI devices.

For more detailed troubleshooting or persistent issues, please refer to the comprehensive user manual PDF or visit the
Akai Professional support website.

6. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Model Name MPK225

Item Weight 6.09 pounds

Product Dimensions 11.77 x 19.25 x 3.62 inches

Number of Keyboard Keys 25

Key Type Semi-weighted, Velocity Sensitive

Pads 8 RGB-illuminated MPC-style pads (4 banks, 32 total)

Q-Link Controls 8 control knobs, 4 backlit buttons

Connectivity Technology USB

Hardware Interface USB, 5-pin MIDI In/Out



Power Source USB power; no power adapter required

Material Type Plastic

Color Name MultiColored

Supported Software (Included) Ableton Live Lite, Hybrid 3, Xpand!2, MPC Beats

Feature Specification

7. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Akai Professional products are designed for reliability and performance. For information regarding the warranty period and
terms for your MPK225, please refer to the warranty card included with your product or visit the official Akai Professional
website.
For additional support, frequently asked questions, and software downloads, please visit the Akai Professional support
page or consult the full user manual PDF available at:
https://manuals.plus/m/7d0c81256d94aadfb257f346bf392cd78afe8f87f98b5d06c752e832f47cf432

© 2024 Akai Professional. All rights reserved.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Anonymous

Email

you@example.com

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Example: How do I reset this device or fix this error?

Details

Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question
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