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CUB CADET OCC-754-0266A

Cub Cadet LTX1040 Deck Belt Instruction Manual
For Models: LTX1040 Tractor (2009) and compatible variants

1. OVERVIEW

This manual provides essential instructions for the proper installation, operation, and maintenance of the Cub
Cadet LTX1040 Deck Belt. This belt is designed for specific 2009 Cub Cadet LTX1040 tractor models. Adhering to
these instructions will help ensure optimal performance and longevity of your lawn tractor's cutting deck system.

2. PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION AND COMPATIBILITY

It is crucial to verify that this deck belt is compatible with your specific lawn tractor model before installation.
Incorrect belt usage can lead to poor performance or damage.

Part Numbers: 754-0266A, 954-0266A

Item Model Number: OCC-754-0266A

Compatible Tractor Models (2009):

LTX1040 Tractor

13AX90AR010

13AX90AR009

13AX90AR056

13AX90AR256

13RX90AR056

13RX90AR256

MTD 13AX90AR056

Important: Always check the model number located under the seat of your lawn tractor to confirm compatibility. If
unsure, consult your tractor's original owner's manual or contact Cub Cadet support.

3. INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

This section outlines the general procedure for replacing the deck belt. Specific steps may vary slightly by model.
Always refer to your tractor's owner's manual for detailed, model-specific instructions.

3.1 Safety Precautions
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Ensure the engine is off and cool.

Disconnect the spark plug wire to prevent accidental starting.

Engage the parking brake.

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment, including gloves and eye protection.

Work on a flat, stable surface.

3.2 Belt Replacement Procedure

1. Prepare the Tractor: Park the tractor on a level surface. Turn off the engine, remove the ignition key, and
disconnect the spark plug wire. Engage the parking brake.

2. Lower the Deck: Lower the cutting deck to its lowest position.

3. Remove the Deck: Disconnect any linkages, pins, or springs that attach the cutting deck to the tractor
frame. Carefully slide the deck out from under the tractor.

4. Remove Old Belt: Observe the routing of the old belt around the pulleys. It is recommended to take a photo
or draw a diagram. Carefully remove the old belt from all pulleys and tensioners.

5. Install New Belt: Route the new Cub Cadet LTX1040 Deck Belt (Part #754-0266A / #954-0266A) around
the pulleys exactly as the old belt was routed. Ensure it sits correctly in all pulley grooves.

6. Reattach Deck: Slide the cutting deck back under the tractor. Reconnect all linkages, pins, and springs,
ensuring they are securely fastened.

7. Adjust Tension: Verify that the belt has proper tension. It should be snug but allow for slight deflection
when pressed. Refer to your tractor's manual for specific tensioning procedures if available.

8. Final Checks: Reconnect the spark plug wire. Start the engine and engage the PTO (Power Take-Off)
briefly to ensure the belt operates smoothly without slipping or unusual noise. Disengage the PTO and turn
off the engine.



Image 1: The Cub Cadet LTX1040 Deck Belt (Part #754-0266A / #954-0266A) coiled. This belt is essential for transferring
power to the mower deck blades.

4. OPERATION CHECK

After installation, perform a brief operational check to confirm the belt is functioning correctly.

Start the tractor engine.

Engage the PTO (Power Take-Off) to activate the mower blades.

Listen for any unusual noises, such as squealing or grinding.

Observe if the blades are spinning smoothly and consistently.

If any issues are detected, disengage the PTO immediately, turn off the engine, and investigate the cause.

5. MAINTENANCE

Regular inspection and maintenance of your deck belt will extend its lifespan and ensure consistent cutting
performance.

Visual Inspection: Periodically inspect the belt for signs of wear, such as cracks, fraying, glazing, or
missing sections. Check for proper tension.

Cleanliness: Keep the deck, pulleys, and belt free from grass clippings, dirt, and debris. Accumulation can



cause premature wear and slippage.

Pulley Condition: Ensure all pulleys spin freely and are not damaged or worn. Worn pulleys can damage
the belt.

Replacement: Replace the belt if it shows significant signs of wear or damage. The frequency of
replacement depends on usage, but typically belts are replaced every 1-3 years for residential use.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON ISSUES

If you encounter problems with your mower deck, the belt may be a contributing factor. Here are some common
issues and potential solutions:

Issue Possible Cause Solution

Belt Slipping
Incorrect tension, worn belt,
glazed belt, debris on pulleys.

Adjust tension, replace belt, clean pulleys.

Belt Breaking
Frequently

Incorrect belt type, misaligned
pulleys, worn pulleys,
excessive load.

Verify correct belt part number, check pulley
alignment and condition, avoid mowing excessively
tall or wet grass.

Excessive Noise
(Squealing/Grinding)

Worn belt, misaligned pulleys,
worn pulley bearings.

Inspect and replace belt, check pulley alignment,
inspect pulley bearings.

Uneven Cut
Belt slipping, bent blades,
uneven tire pressure, deck not
level.

Check belt tension, inspect blades, check tire
pressure, level the mower deck.

If troubleshooting steps do not resolve the issue, it is recommended to consult a qualified service technician.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Brand CUB CADET

Item Model Number OCC-754-0266A

Part Numbers 754-0266A, 954-0266A

Belt Style Deck Belt

Compatible Devices Tractors

Compatible Lawn Mower
Models

Cub Cadet LTX1040 (2009), 13RX90AR256, MTD 13AX90AR056

Manufacturer MTD

Item Weight 0.01 ounces

Package Dimensions 8.7 x 4.4 x 1.7 inches

8. SUPPORT AND WARRANTY

For further assistance, technical support, or warranty information regarding your Cub Cadet LTX1040 Deck Belt,
please refer to your original tractor's owner's manual or contact Cub Cadet directly.



Cub Cadet Official Website: www.cubcadet.com
Always ensure you have your tractor's model and serial number available when contacting support.

© 2024 Cub Cadet. All rights reserved. This manual is for informational purposes only.
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