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1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the proper installation, operation, and maintenance of your NAPA
Gold Oil Filter 3818, which functions as a cartridge fuel filter. Adhering to these instructions will help ensure the
longevity and optimal performance of your vehicle's fuel filtration system. Please read this manual thoroughly before
proceeding with installation or maintenance.

2. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The NAPA Gold Oil Filter 3818 is a cartridge-style fuel filter designed to provide excellent engine protection under
various driving conditions, including normal use, dirt roads, construction sites, stop-and-go traffic, short trips, and
interstate travel. This filter features an integrated housing lid attached directly to the filter element.

Filtration Efficiency: 14 Micron rating for effective contaminant removal.

Design: Cartridge fuel filter with integrated housing lid.

Application: Specifically designed for Ford Trucks and Vans equipped with 7.3L Diesel Engines (model years
1999-2003).
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Figure 1: NAPA Gold Oil Filter 3818. This image displays the NAPA Gold Oil Filter 3818, a cartridge-style fuel filter, still sealed in its
protective clear plastic packaging. The filter element, visible through the plastic, is a pleated, yellowish material, indicating its filtration

media. The black plastic end caps and housing components are also visible.

3. SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Value

Brand NAPA

Model Number 3818

Product Grade Replacement Part

Vehicle Service Type Van, Truck (Ford 7.3L Diesel 99-03)

Filter Style Cartridge Fuel Filter

Filtration Rating 14 Micron

Height 3.873 inches (98 mm)

Inner Diameter (I.D.) 0.58 inches (15 mm)

Outer Diameter (O.D.) 4.873 inches (124 mm)

Item Weight 12 ounces

UPC 765809174719



4. INSTALLATION (SETUP)

Important: Always consult your vehicle's owner's manual or a qualified mechanic for specific fuel filter replacement
procedures for your make and model. The following are general guidelines for cartridge-style fuel filter replacement.

1. Preparation: Ensure the engine is cool. Gather necessary tools, including a wrench for the filter housing, a
drain pan, and clean rags.

2. Locate Filter Housing: Identify the fuel filter housing on your vehicle. For Ford Trucks and Vans with 7.3L
Diesel Engines (1999-2003), refer to your vehicle's service manual for the exact location.

3. Drain Fuel (if necessary): If replacing the fuel filter requires draining fuel, do so according to your vehicle's
manual.

4. Remove Old Filter: Carefully unthread the fuel filter housing cap. The NAPA Gold 3818 filter has the lid
attached, so the entire assembly will be removed. Allow any residual fuel to drain into the pan.

5. Inspect and Clean: Inspect the filter housing for any debris or damage. Clean the housing thoroughly.

6. Install New Filter: Ensure the new NAPA Gold 3818 fuel filter is correctly seated within the housing cap.
Lubricate the new O-rings (if applicable and provided) with clean fuel or a suitable lubricant.

7. Reinstall Housing: Carefully thread the housing cap with the new filter back into place. Tighten to the
manufacturer's specified torque. Do not overtighten.

8. Prime Fuel System: After installation, it may be necessary to prime the fuel system according to your vehicle's
manual to remove air.

9. Check for Leaks: Start the engine and allow it to run for a few minutes. Check for any fuel leaks around the
new filter housing. Turn off the engine and recheck for leaks.

5. OPERATING CONSIDERATIONS

The NAPA Gold Oil Filter 3818 (Cartridge Fuel Filter) is engineered to perform effectively under a range of operating
conditions. For optimal engine health, ensure that the filter is installed correctly and replaced at recommended
intervals. Consistent filtration is crucial for protecting engine components from wear caused by contaminants in the
fuel.

6. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance, including timely fuel filter replacement, is vital for the longevity and efficiency of your engine.
Refer to your vehicle's owner's manual for the manufacturer's recommended fuel filter change intervals. These
intervals can vary based on driving conditions (normal vs. severe service) and fuel quality.

Replacement Schedule: Adhere strictly to your vehicle manufacturer's recommended service schedule for
fuel filter changes.

Quality Fuel: Always use the fuel type specified by your vehicle manufacturer.

Disposal: Dispose of used fuel filters and any drained fuel responsibly according to local environmental
regulations.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues after replacing your fuel filter, consider the following common troubleshooting steps:

Fuel Leaks: If fuel leaks are observed, immediately turn off the engine. Check if the filter housing cap is
properly tightened to the specified torque. Ensure the O-rings are correctly seated and not damaged.

Low Fuel Pressure Warning: If a low fuel pressure warning light illuminates, stop the vehicle safely. The fuel
system may not be properly primed, or the filter may be improperly installed or defective. Consult a mechanic.



Engine Performance Issues: Reduced engine power, stalling, or rough idling after a filter change could
indicate an issue with the fuel filter installation or a clogged new filter (unlikely but possible).

If problems persist, discontinue use and seek professional assistance.

8. WARRANTY INFORMATION

For detailed warranty information regarding your NAPA Gold Oil Filter 3818, please refer to the official NAPA
product warranty documentation provided at the point of purchase or visit the official NAPA website. Keep your
purchase receipt as proof of purchase for any warranty claims.

9. SUPPORT

Should you require further assistance or have questions not covered in this manual, please contact NAPA customer
support or consult with a certified automotive technician. Always provide the product model number (3818) when
seeking support.

For more information, visit the official NAPA website.

© 2023 NAPA. All rights reserved.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Anonymous

Email

you@example.com

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Example: How do I reset this device or fix this error?

Details

Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question
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