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General Electric 74074

General Electric Refrigerator Frost Resistance Part
Instruction Manual

Model: 74074

1. INTRODUCTION

This instruction manual provides essential information for the installation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of the
General Electric Refrigerator Frost Resistance Part, Model 74074. This component is designed to prevent
excessive frost buildup within your refrigerator's freezer compartment, ensuring efficient operation and optimal
food preservation. Please read this manual thoroughly before attempting any installation or maintenance
procedures.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: To reduce the risk of electric shock, fire, or injury to persons, observe the following safety precautions:

Always disconnect power to the refrigerator by unplugging it from the electrical outlet or turning off the
circuit breaker before attempting any installation, repair, or maintenance.

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment, such as gloves and safety glasses, during installation.

If you are not comfortable performing electrical or appliance repairs, it is recommended to seek assistance
from a qualified service technician.

Ensure all connections are secure and properly insulated after installation.

Keep children and pets away from the work area.

3. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The General Electric Frost Resistance Part (Model 74074) is an original equipment manufacturer (OEM)
component designed for specific General Electric refrigerator models. This part typically consists of a defrost
heater assembly, which melts frost and ice that accumulates on the evaporator coils, and associated wiring and
sensors (such as a defrost thermostat or bimetal switch) that regulate its operation. Proper functioning of this part
is crucial for maintaining the refrigerator's cooling efficiency and preventing ice buildup that can obstruct airflow.
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Figure 1: General Electric Frost Resistance Part (Model 74074). This image displays the General Electric frost resistance
part, featuring its metallic heating elements and the associated wiring harness with various colored wires (pink, white, blue,

black) and connectors. A small cylindrical component, likely a thermostat or sensor, is also visible.

4. COMPATIBLE MODELS

This frost resistance part is compatible with the following General Electric refrigerator models and equivalent
references:

TBG16JA

TBG16JA (GENERAL ELEC)

UM3584E4

UM3587E4

UM3587U1

UN2587E1

UN2587E1 4

UN2587E5

US586

UW1587E1

UW1587E4

UW1587E5

UW1597E1

Note: Always verify compatibility with your specific refrigerator model number before purchasing or installing any
replacement part. The model number is typically located inside the refrigerator compartment or on the back of the
appliance.

5. INSTALLATION (SETUP)

Replacing a defrost heater assembly requires careful attention to detail. If you are unsure about any step, consult
a qualified appliance technician.

1. Disconnect Power: Unplug the refrigerator from the wall outlet or turn off the circuit breaker supplying
power to the appliance.

2. Access the Freezer Compartment: Open the freezer door and remove all food items, shelves, and bins.

3. Remove Evaporator Cover: Locate and remove the screws or clips holding the evaporator cover in place.
Carefully detach the cover, which may be located at the back of the freezer compartment.



4. Locate the Old Defrost Heater: The defrost heater is typically located at the bottom of the evaporator coils.
It will look similar to the part shown in Figure 1.

5. Disconnect Wiring: Carefully disconnect the electrical connectors from the old defrost heater and any
associated components like the defrost thermostat. Note the position and color of each wire for correct
reinstallation. Taking a photograph before disconnecting can be helpful.

6. Remove Old Heater: Detach the old defrost heater from its mounting brackets. It may be held by clips or
screws.

7. Install New Heater: Position the new frost resistance part (defrost heater) in the same location as the old
one. Secure it with the original mounting hardware.

8. Connect Wiring: Reconnect all electrical wires to the new heater and thermostat, ensuring they match the
original configuration. Double-check all connections for security.

9. Reassemble: Replace the evaporator cover, ensuring it is properly seated and secured. Reinstall shelves,
bins, and food items.

10. Restore Power: Plug the refrigerator back into the electrical outlet or turn on the circuit breaker. Monitor the
refrigerator for proper operation and cooling.

6. OPERATING PRINCIPLES

This frost resistance part operates automatically as part of your refrigerator's defrost cycle. Periodically, the
refrigerator's control system will activate the defrost heater to melt any ice that has formed on the evaporator coils.
This melted water drains through a tube to a pan beneath the refrigerator, where it evaporates. This cycle is
essential for maintaining the refrigerator's cooling efficiency and preventing excessive ice buildup that can block
airflow and reduce performance.

7. MAINTENANCE

While the frost resistance part itself requires no direct user maintenance, regular general refrigerator maintenance
can help ensure its longevity and efficient operation:

Keep Coils Clean: Periodically clean the condenser coils, usually located at the back or underneath the
refrigerator. Dirty coils can make the compressor work harder, potentially affecting the defrost system.

Check Door Seals: Ensure refrigerator and freezer door seals are intact and sealing properly. Leaky seals
can allow warm, moist air into the compartments, leading to increased frost buildup and more frequent
defrost cycles.

Avoid Overpacking: Do not overpack the freezer, as this can obstruct airflow around the evaporator coils,
leading to uneven cooling and potential frost issues.

8. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you experience issues related to frost buildup or cooling, consider the following:

Excessive Frost in Freezer:

Check if the freezer door is sealing properly.

Ensure the defrost heater is receiving power and heating up during the defrost cycle (this may require
professional testing).

Inspect the defrost thermostat/bimetal switch for continuity.

Verify the defrost timer or control board is functioning correctly.

Refrigerator Not Cooling:

Excessive frost on the evaporator coils can block airflow, preventing proper cooling in both the freezer



and fresh food compartments. If this is the case, the defrost system (including this part) may be faulty.

Ensure condenser coils are clean and free of debris.

Note: Many defrost system issues require diagnostic tools and expertise. If basic checks do not resolve the
problem, professional service is recommended.

9. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Brand General Electric

Model Number 74074

Item Weight 249.48 g

Manufacturer GENERAL ELECTRIC

ASIN B00GXCG1PC

Date First Available 15 Nov. 2013

10. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information regarding this General Electric replacement part, please refer to the documentation
provided with your original refrigerator appliance or contact General Electric customer support directly. Specific
warranty terms for replacement parts may vary.
For technical assistance or further inquiries, please visit the official General Electric website or contact their
customer service department.

Related Documents - 74074

General Electric Refrigerator Energy Guide: Estimated Costs and Usage
Energy Guide for General Electric (GE) refrigerators, model series GTE21GTH and GTE21GSH,
detailing estimated yearly energy costs, electricity consumption, and ENERGY STAR compliance.

General Electric Telephone 2-9710A Base Shell Disassembly Guide
Step-by-step instructions for disassembling the base shell of the General Electric Telephone 2-
9710A to access internal components.

GEH-5201C Synchronous-Motor Control: CR192 µSPM Application and Instructions
Comprehensive application notes and instructions for the General Electric GEH-5201C
Synchronous-Motor Control system, featuring the CR192 Microprocessor-based Starting and
Protection Module (µSPM). Covers operation, installation, programming, and troubleshooting for
industrial motor control.
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General Electric 3-5875 Superbase CB Transceiver Use and Care Guide
Comprehensive guide for the General Electric 3-5875 Superbase Citizens Band Base Station
Transceiver, covering operation, installation, features, and specifications for AM and SSB modes.

General Electric SCR Manual: Theory, Ratings, and Applications
Explore the Third Edition of the General Electric SCR Manual, a definitive guide to Silicon
Controlled Rectifiers (SCRs), covering theory, ratings, applications, LASCR, and GTO switches.

LED Touch Light - Installation and Operation Guide
A guide to installing and operating the LED Touch Light, including features, battery installation, and
usage instructions. Suitable for various indoor locations like bedrooms, kitchens, and closets.
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