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INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the safe and efficient operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of your
WORKSHOP Wet/Dry Vacs WS1600VA. This 16-gallon wet/dry vacuum cleaner is designed for heavy-duty tasks, offering
powerful suction for both wet and dry debris, and includes a blowing function for added versatility. Please read this manual
thoroughly before using the product and retain it for future reference.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

Always follow basic safety precautions when using this appliance to reduce the risk of fire, electric shock, or injury. This
includes, but is not limited to:

Read all instructions before operating the vacuum cleaner.

Do not leave the appliance unattended when plugged in. Unplug from outlet when not in use and before servicing.

Do not use outdoors or on wet surfaces.

Do not allow to be used as a toy. Close attention is necessary when used by or near children.

Use only as described in this manual. Use only manufacturer's recommended attachments.

Do not use with damaged cord or plug. If appliance is not working as it should, has been dropped, damaged, left
outdoors, or dropped into water, return it to a service center.

Do not pull or carry by cord, use cord as a handle, close a door on cord, or pull cord around sharp edges or corners.
Do not run appliance over cord. Keep cord away from heated surfaces.

Do not unplug by pulling on cord. To unplug, grasp the plug, not the cord.

Do not handle plug or appliance with wet hands.

Do not put any object into openings. Do not use with any opening blocked; keep free of dust, lint, hair, and anything
that may reduce air flow.

Keep hair, loose clothing, fingers, and all parts of body away from openings and moving parts.

Do not pick up anything that is burning or smoking, such as cigarettes, matches, or hot ashes.
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Do not use to pick up flammable or combustible liquids, such as gasoline, or use in areas where they may be
present.

Do not pick up toxic material, asbestos, or other hazardous materials.

Do not use without filters in place.

Turn off all controls before unplugging.

Use extra care when cleaning on stairs.

For additional safety information, refer to the full User Manual (PDF) available for download.

PACKAGE CONTENTS

Your WORKSHOP Wet/Dry Vacs WS1600VA package includes the following components:

Wet/Dry Vacuum Unit (WS1600VA)

7 ft. Locking Dual-Flex Hose (2-1/2-inch diameter)

2 Extension Wands

Utility Nozzle

Car Nozzle

Wet Nozzle

Standard Qwik Lock Filter

Owner's Manual (this document)

Image: All components included with the WORKSHOP Wet/Dry Vacs WS1600VA, including the main unit, hose, extension wands, various
nozzles, and filter.



Image: The WS1600VA vacuum with its accessories, highlighting its high capacity and 2-1/2 inch diameter hose system.

SETUP AND ASSEMBLY

Follow these steps to assemble your wet/dry vacuum before first use:

1. Unpack Components: Carefully remove all items from the packaging. Ensure all listed components are present.

2. Attach Casters (if separate): If the casters are not pre-attached, insert them into the designated slots on the base
of the drum until they click securely into place.

3. Install Filter: The standard Qwik Lock filter is designed for dry pickup. To install, slide the filter over the filter cage
until it rests against the motor housing. Secure it by twisting the Qwik Lock cap clockwise until it locks. For wet
pickup, ensure the appropriate wet application filter (WS24200F) is installed, or remove the dry filter if using a foam
sleeve (sold separately).

4. Attach Hose: Insert the locking end of the 7 ft. Dual-Flex hose into the vacuum's inlet port on the drum. Twist to
lock it securely.

5. Attach Accessories: Connect the extension wands to the hose, then attach the desired nozzle (utility, car, or wet



nozzle) to the end of the wands or directly to the hose.

Image: Detailed diagram illustrating the main features of the WS1600VA, including the large carrying handle, Dual-Flex hose, blowing port,
accessory storage, tough copolymer drum, large latches, and large drain.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Dry Vacuuming
For dry pickup, ensure the standard Qwik Lock filter (or a fine dust/HEPA filter) is properly installed. Connect the hose
and desired dry nozzle. Plug the vacuum into a suitable electrical outlet. Turn the power switch to the "ON" position.
Guide the nozzle over the dry debris to be collected. The vacuum's powerful suction will collect dust, dirt, and other dry
materials into the drum.

Wet Vacuuming
Before wet pickup, remove the dry filter and install a wet application filter (WS24200F) or a foam sleeve (sold separately)
if applicable. Ensure the drum is empty. Connect the hose and the wet nozzle. Plug the vacuum into a suitable electrical



outlet. Turn the power switch to the "ON" position. Guide the wet nozzle over the liquid to be collected. The vacuum will
automatically shut off when the liquid reaches its maximum capacity to prevent overflow. Empty the drum promptly after
wet pickup.

Blowing Function
The WS1600VA features an integrated blowing port for added versatility. To use the blowing function, detach the hose
from the inlet port and securely insert it into the blowing port located on the motor head. Turn the vacuum on. This
function is ideal for clearing debris from garages, driveways, or blowing leaves.

Image: The WS1600VA being used for various tasks, including cleaning a lawnmower, vacuuming a flooded area, and general shop
cleanup.



Image: The WS1600VA being used for various tasks, including cleaning a lawnmower, vacuuming a flooded area, and general shop
cleanup.

MAINTENANCE

Filter Maintenance
Regular filter maintenance is crucial for optimal performance. The Qwik Lock filter system makes changes quick and
easy.

Dry Filters: For dry pickup, use the standard filter (included) or specialized filters like WS22200F (Fine Dust Filter)
or WS23200F (HEPA Media Cartridge Filter). Clean filters by gently tapping them to dislodge debris or by rinsing
with water (allow to dry completely before re-use). Replace filters when suction power decreases significantly or
when visibly damaged.

Wet Filters: For wet pickup, use the WS24200F Wet Application Filter. After wet use, clean the filter thoroughly and
allow it to air dry completely before storing or using for dry applications.



Image: Chart showing various WORKSHOP Wet/Dry Vac models and their compatible filter types, including filter bags, standard, fine dust,
HEPA media, and wet-only filters.



Image: Detailed breakdown of different filter types (Filter Bag, Standard, Fine Dust, HEPA Media, Wet Only) and their recommended
applications for various debris types.

Drum Cleaning and Liquid Disposal
After wet pickup, or when the drum is full of dry debris, it needs to be emptied. Unlatch the motor head and lift it off the
drum. Dispose of collected debris or liquids. The large drain at the drum's lowest point facilitates easier liquid disposal.
Clean the inside of the drum with a damp cloth if necessary. Ensure the drum is dry before reassembling for dry use.

TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your WORKSHOP Wet/Dry Vacs WS1600VA, refer to the following common troubleshooting
steps:

Problem Possible Cause Solution



Vacuum does
not turn on.

No power supply; Power switch off;
Faulty cord/plug.

Check power outlet and circuit breaker. Ensure power
switch is ON. Inspect cord and plug for damage.

Loss of suction.
Clogged hose/nozzle; Full drum;
Clogged/dirty filter; Improperly seated
motor head.

Clear any obstructions from hose/nozzle. Empty the
drum. Clean or replace the filter. Ensure motor head is
securely latched.

Motor runs, but
no suction.

Hose not connected to inlet port; Leak
in hose or drum seal; Filter not installed
correctly.

Ensure hose is firmly in the inlet port. Check for cracks
or loose connections. Verify filter is properly seated and
locked.

Water/liquid
overflow during
wet pickup.

Drum is full; Float mechanism stuck.
Empty the drum. Check if the float mechanism is free to
move.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

If the problem persists after attempting these solutions, contact customer support or refer to the comprehensive
troubleshooting guide in the full User Manual (PDF).

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Brand Emerson

Model Name WS1600VA

Capacity 16 Gallons

Motor Horsepower 6.5 Peak HP

Wattage 1440 watts

Amperage 12 Amps

Hose Length 7 Feet

Hose Diameter 2-1/2 inches

Product Dimensions (L x W x H) 20.38"L x 20.25"W x 34.5"H

Item Weight 23.4 pounds

Material Polypropylene (Copolymer Drum)

Special Feature Qwik Lock Filter Fastening System, Integrated Blowing Port

Filter Type Cartridge (Standard included)

Noise Level 70 dB

Indoor/Outdoor Usage Indoor

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT



The WORKSHOP Wet/Dry Vacs WS1600VA is backed by a 5-Year Limited Warranty, covering defects in materials and
workmanship under normal use. For warranty claims or technical support, please refer to the contact information provided
in the original packaging or visit the official Emerson Tool Company website.
For a complete and detailed user guide, including comprehensive safety warnings, assembly instructions, and
troubleshooting, please refer to the official User Manual (PDF) available at: User Manual (PDF).

© 2024 Emerson Tool Company. All rights reserved.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Anonymous

Email

you@example.com

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Example: How do I reset this device or fix this error?

Details

Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question
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