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CURT 13161

CURT 13161 Class 3 Trailer Hitch User Manual

Model: 13161

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the installation, operation, and maintenance of your CURT 13161 Class 3
Trailer Hitch. Designed for select Chevrolet Tahoe models, this hitch offers robust towing capabilities for various trailers,
including utility, boat, camper, snowmobile, and ATV haulers. It features a 2-inch receiver tube and is constructed from
high-strength steel with a dual-coat finish for durability.

SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: This product can expose you to chemicals including lead, which is known to the State of California to
cause cancer and birth defects or other reproductive harm. For more information go to www.P65Warnings.ca.gov.
Always ensure all components are securely fastened before towing. Never exceed the lowest-rated towing component
(vehicle, hitch, or trailer) capacity. Refer to your vehicle's owner's manual for specific towing limitations.

WHAT's IN THE Box

o 1 CLASS Ill TRAILER HITCH

Please inspect all components upon receipt to ensure no parts are missing or damaged.

Probuct OVERVIEW

The CURT 13161 Class 3 Trailer Hitch is engineered for reliable towing, featuring a robust design and protective finish.

Main Product View

This image displays the complete CURT 13161 Class 3 Trailer Hitch, showcasing its sturdy construction and black
powder-coat finish. It is designed for a vehicle-specific fit.
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RECEIVER TUBE SIZE
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Receiver Tube Size

The hitch features a standard 2-inch x 2-inch receiver tube, compatible with a wide range of towing accessories. Note:
Not compatible with vertical hanging bike racks that require bikes to be hung/mounted vertically.

FEATURES & BENEFITS
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Industry-Leading Dual-Coat Finish

The hitch is protected with a unique dual-coat finish, combining rust-resistant liquid A-coat and highly durable black
powder coat. These two finishes are co-cured together for exceptional resistance to rust, chipping, and UV rays,
ensuring long-lasting appearance and protection.

FEATURES & BENEFITS
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Fully Tested Design

Every CURT Class 3 trailer hitch design undergoes rigorous testing in real-world, on-vehicle conditions at our Detroit



engineering facility. Aftermarket hitches are tested according to SAE J684 standards to ensure the utmost safety and
reliability while hauling.

MADE IN USA

T

M

Manufactured in the USA

This product is proudly manufactured in the USA, reflecting a commitment to quality and craftsmanship.

NO DRILLING REQUIRED

No Drilling Required

The CURT 13161 hitch is designed for a custom, factory fit on select Chevrolet Tahoe models, eliminating the need
for drilling during installation. This simplifies the setup process.

Key Features & Benefits:

+ Dependable Strength: Rated for 6,000 Ibs. Gross Trailer Weight (GTW) and 600 Ibs. Tongue Weight (TW).

Versatile Design: Equipped with a standard 2-inch x 2-inch hitch receiver.

Fully Tested: Tested in real-world conditions and according to SAE J684 standards for safety.

Rust, Chip, UV-Resistant: Protected with a dual-coat finish of liquid A-coat and black powder coat.

o Easy to Install: Offers a custom, factory fit on select model years of the Chevy Tahoe.

SETUP AND INSTALLATION

The CURT 13161 trailer hitch is designed for a custom, vehicle-specific fit on select Chevrolet Tahoe models, making
installation straightforward without the need for drilling.

General Installation Steps:



1. Prepare Vehicle: Ensure the vehicle is on a level surface and properly supported. Consult your vehicle's owner's
manual for specific preparation steps related to hitch installation.

2. Locate Mounting Points: Identify the factory mounting points on the vehicle's frame. These are typically pre-drilled
holes.

3. Position Hitch: Carefully lift the hitch into position, aligning the mounting holes on the hitch with those on the
vehicle frame. It may be helpful to have assistance due to the weight of the hitch.

4. Secure Hardware: Insert the provided fasteners (bolts, washers, nuts) through the aligned holes. Hand-tighten all
hardware to ensure proper alignment before final tightening.

5. Final Tightening: Using appropriate tools, tighten all fasteners to the torque specifications provided in the detailed
installation instructions that accompany the product packaging. Ensure all connections are secure.

6. Inspect: After installation, visually inspect all connections to confirm the hitch is securely mounted and no
components are loose.

Note: For detailed, step-by-step installation instructions specific to your vehicle model and year, please refer to the
instruction sheet included with your CURT 13161 trailer hitch. Professional installation is recommended if you are
unfamiliar with vehicle modifications.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Once installed, your CURT Class 3 trailer hitch is ready for use. Adhere to the following guidelines for safe and effective
operation:

o Towing Capacity: The hitch is rated for 6,000 Ibs. Gross Trailer Weight (GTW) and 600 Ibs. Tongue Weight (TW).
Always ensure that the total weight of your trailer and its cargo, as well as the tongue weight, do not exceed
these ratings or the lowest-rated towing component (vehicle, hitch, or trailer).

o Receiver Tube: The 2-inch x 2-inch receiver tube is designed to accept standard hitch accessories such as ball
mounts, bike racks, and cargo carriers. Ensure the accessory shank is fully inserted and secured with a hitch pin and
clip.

o Hitch Pin and Clip: Always use a properly sized hitch pin and clip to secure your ball mount or accessory in the

receiver tube.

o Trailer Connection: When connecting a trailer, ensure the coupler is properly seated on the ball mount and latched.
Connect safety chains and any necessary electrical wiring according to trailer and vehicle manufacturer instructions.

» Pre-Towing Check: Before each towing trip, perform a thorough check of all connections, including the hitch, ball
mount, coupler, safety chains, and trailer lights.

MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance will help prolong the life and performance of your CURT trailer hitch:

o Regular Inspection: Periodically inspect the hitch for any signs of wear, damage, or corrosion. Pay close attention
to welds, mounting points, and the receiver tube.

o Cleanliness: Keep the receiver tube free of dirt, debris, and rust. A wire brush can be used to clean the inside of the
receiver if needed.

o Lubrication: Apply a light coat of grease or rust-inhibiting spray to the inside of the receiver tube and any moving
parts of your towing accessories (e.g., ball mount shank) to prevent rust and ensure smooth operation.

« Finish Care: The dual-coat finish is highly durable, but regular cleaning with mild soap and water can help maintain
its appearance. Avoid harsh chemicals or abrasive cleaners that could damage the finish.

« Hardware Check: Periodically re-check the tightness of all mounting hardware, especially after the first few towing
trips, to ensure they remain securely fastened.



TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your CURT 13161 trailer hitch, consider the following common solutions:
« Difficulty Installing:

o Ensure you have the correct hitch model for your specific vehicle make, model, and year.
o Verify that all factory mounting points on your vehicle are clear of obstructions (e.g., rust, debris).

o If bolts are difficult to remove from the vehicle, apply penetrating oil and allow it to soak.
o Hitch Appears Damaged:

o Inspect the hitch upon arrival for any shipping damage. Minor cosmetic scratches on the finish may occur but
typically do not affect structural integrity.

o If significant structural damage is present, do not install the hitch and contact the retailer or manufacturer.
o Excessive Noise During Towing:

o Ensure the ball mount shank is tightly secured in the receiver with a hitch pin.
o Check for proper lubrication of the ball mount and hitch ball.

o Verify that the trailer coupler is properly latched and secured to the hitch ball.

For issues not covered here, or for further assistance, please contact CURT customer support.

SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Value

Brand CURT

Model Class 3 Hitch (13161)

Item Weight 38 Pounds

Product Dimensions 21 x 44 x 11 inches

Material Carbon Steel

Finish Type GLOSS BLACK POWDER COAT

Maxi Towi
aximum Towing 6000 Pounds (GTW)

Capacity
Tongue Weight 600 Pounds (TW)
Receiver Tube Size 2-inch x 2-inch

, i Pickup Trucks, Marine-Personal-Craft, ATV, Car, Sport-Utility-Vehicles, Snowmobiles,
Vehicle Service Type )

Trailer

Country of Origin USA
UPC 612314024209

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT



For information regarding product warranty, please refer to the documentation included with your purchase or visit the
official CURT website. For additional support, product information, or to explore other CURT products, you can visit the
CURT Store on Amazon.

© 2024 CURT. All rights reserved.
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