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1. ProbucT OVERVIEW

The Cometic Gasket C7197 is a high-performance engine gasket kit designed for powersports vehicles.
This kit includes a comprehensive set of gaskets essential for the top-end assembly of an engine, ensuring
a reliable seal and optimal performance. Cometic gaskets are engineered for durability and precision
fitment.

Key components typically found in this kit include:

« Head Gaskets: Manufactured from non-asbestos flexible graphite laminated to a stainless steel core,
providing excellent sealing properties and resistance to fuels, coolants, and oils.

+ Base Gaskets: High-performance kits often include a .012 inch thick base gasket to facilitate an
increase in the engine's compression ratio.

+ Reed Gaskets
« Power Valve Gaskets

« Exhaust Gaskets

These gaskets are designed to meet or exceed the quality standards of Cometic's standard gasket sets,
ensuring long-lasting performance and a secure seal for critical engine components.
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Figure 1: An example of the Cometic Gasket C7197 kit, showing various gasket shapes and materials. This image
illustrates the typical components included in a top-end gasket set.

2. INSTALLATION GUIDELINES

Proper installation is crucial for the performance and longevity of your Cometic Gasket C7197 kit. Always
refer to your vehicle's specific service manual for detailed torque specifications and assembly procedures.
The following are general guidelines:

1. Preparation:

o Ensure all mating surfaces on the engine components (cylinder head, cylinder, crankcase) are
thoroughly cleaned and free of old gasket material, oil, grease, and debris.

o Inspect surfaces for any nicks, scratches, or warpage that could compromise the seal.

o Verify that all fasteners (bolts, studs) are in good condition and threads are clean.
2. Gasket Placement:

o Carefully position each gasket onto its respective component. Ensure correct orientation and
alignment with bolt holes and passages.

o For graphite head gaskets, ensure the stainless steel core is properly seated.

o Avoid stretching or damaging the gaskets during handling.
3. Assembly and Torque:

o Assemble engine components according to the vehicle manufacturer's specifications.

o Apply thread locker or sealant to fasteners as recommended by the vehicle manual.



o Tighten all bolts to the specified torque values using a calibrated torque wrench. Follow the
recommended tightening sequence (e.g., spiral pattern for cylinder heads) to ensure even
pressure distribution.

o Over-tightening or under-tightening can lead to gasket failure.
4. Post-Installation Check:

o After initial engine run-in, it is often recommended to re-check torque on critical fasteners,
especially cylinder head bolts, after the engine has cooled down. Consult your vehicle's service
manual for this procedure.

Warning: Incorrect installation can lead to engine damage, fluid leaks, and loss of performance. If
you are unsure about any step, consult a qualified mechanic.

3. GAsSkeT FuncTION AND OPERATION

Once properly installed, the Cometic Gasket C7197 kit ensures the integrity of your engine's top-end
components. Gaskets function by creating a tight seal between two mating surfaces, preventing the leakage
of combustion gases, engine oil, and coolant. This is critical for maintaining engine compression, proper
lubrication, and effective cooling.

o Head Gasket: Seals the combustion chamber, preventing combustion gases from escaping and
coolant/oil from entering the cylinders or mixing.

o Base Gasket: Seals the cylinder to the crankcase, preventing oil leaks and maintaining crankcase
pressure.

+ Reed, Power Valve, and Exhaust Gaskets: Ensure proper sealing for their respective components,
which is vital for engine performance, exhaust gas management, and power delivery.

The high-quality materials used in Cometic gaskets, such as the graphite with stainless steel core, are
designed to withstand extreme temperatures, pressures, and chemical exposure within the engine
environment, providing a durable and reliable seal throughout the engine's operation.

4. MaINTENANCE AND CARE

While gaskets themselves do not typically require routine maintenance, their longevity is directly tied to the
overall health and proper operation of your engine. Adhering to the following practices can help ensure the
continued performance of your Cometic gaskets:

« Regular Inspections: Periodically check for any signs of fluid leaks (oil, coolant) around gasketed
areas. Early detection of a minor leak can prevent more significant issues.

o Proper Cooling System Maintenance: Ensure your engine's cooling system is functioning correctly.
Overheating can severely damage gaskets. Maintain proper coolant levels and ensure the system is
free of air pockets.

o Correct Fuel and Oil: Use the recommended fuel and engine oil types for your vehicle. Incorrect
fluids can degrade gasket materials over time.

« Avoid Over-revving: Excessive engine RPMs and harsh operating conditions can put undue stress
on engine components, including gaskets.

If a leak is detected, it is recommended to address it promptly. Continued operation with a leaking gasket
can lead to engine damage.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING CoMMON ISSUES



If you experience issues after installing your Cometic Gasket C7197 kit, consider the following common
troubleshooting steps:

o Fluid Leaks (Oil, Coolant):

o Cause: Improper torque on fasteners, damaged gasket during installation, warped mating
surfaces, or debris on sealing surfaces.

o Solution: Re-check torque specifications and sequence. Inspect for visible damage. If
necessary, disassemble, clean surfaces thoroughly, replace the gasket, and reassemble with
correct procedures.

o Loss of Compression:

o Cause: Head gasket failure, improper head gasket installation, or warped cylinder head/block.

o Solution: Perform a compression test to identify the affected cylinder. Inspect the head gasket
for signs of blow-by or damage. Ensure mating surfaces are flat and clean.

o Overheating:

o Cause: Head gasket failure allowing combustion gases into the cooling system, or coolant leaks.

o Solution: Check for bubbles in the coolant reservoir (indicating combustion gas leakage).
Inspect for external coolant leaks. Address head gasket issues if confirmed.

Always consult a professional mechanic if you are unable to diagnose or resolve an issue, especially if it
involves critical engine components.

6. PRODUCT SPECIFICATIONS

Cometic Gasket C7197 Kit Details

Feature Detail
Brand COMETIC
Model Number 68-7197

Non-asbestos flexible graphite laminated to a stainless steel
core

Material (Head Gasket)

Base Gasket Thickness (High-
(Hig 0.012 inches (to increase compression ratio)

Performance)
Kit Type Top-End Gasket Kit
Head, Base, Reed, Power Valve, and Exhaust Gaskets
Includes . .
(designated kits)
Iltem Weight 2.08 ounces
Product Dimensions 7 x 6 x 5inches
UPC 191070053253

7. WARRANTY INFORMATION



Cometic Gasket products are manufactured to high standards of quality. Specific warranty terms and
conditions may vary. For detailed warranty information regarding your C7197 gasket kit, please refer to the
official Cometic Gasket website or contact their customer service directly. Keep your proof of purchase for
any warranty claims.

8. CUSTOMER SUPPORT

For technical assistance, installation questions, or product inquiries, please contact Cometic Gasket
customer support. You can typically find contact information on their official website:

Visit Cometic Gasket Official

Website

When contacting support, please have your product model number (68-7197) and purchase details readily
available.

© 2025 COMETIC. All rights reserved. This manual is for informational purposes only.
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