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John Deere GX21785 High-Lift Mower Blade Instruction
Manual

Model: GX21785

1. INTRODUCTION

This instruction manual provides important information regarding the John Deere GX21785 High-Lift Mower
Blade. It covers product overview, safety guidelines, installation procedures, operational considerations,
maintenance, and specifications. Please read this manual thoroughly before installing or using the blade to
ensure safe and effective operation.
The John Deere GX21785 is an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) high-lift blade designed for
specific John Deere lawn mower models, particularly suited for bagging applications on 48-inch decks.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: Always prioritize safety when handling mower blades. Blades are sharp and can cause
severe injury.

Always wear heavy-duty gloves when handling mower blades.

Disconnect the spark plug wire(s) or remove the battery before performing any maintenance or blade
replacement on your mower to prevent accidental starting.

Ensure the mower is on a stable, level surface before working underneath it.

Use appropriate tools for blade removal and installation.

Keep hands and feet clear of the blade area.

Inspect blades regularly for damage, cracks, or excessive wear. Replace damaged blades
immediately.

Proposition 65 Warning:
This product may contain chemicals known to the State of California to cause cancer and birth defects or
other reproductive harm.

3. PRODUCT OVERVIEW
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The John Deere GX21785 is a high-lift mower blade designed to create a strong airflow for effective grass
bagging and a clean cut. Its specific dimensions and design are optimized for compatibility with various
John Deere lawn tractor models.

Figure 1: Top view of the John Deere GX21785 High-Lift Mower Blade, showing the central star-shaped mounting hole.



Figure 2: Side profile of the John Deere GX21785 blade, illustrating the upward curve (wing height) that generates lift for
bagging.



Figure 3: Angled view of the John Deere GX21785 blade, highlighting the cutting edge and the high-lift design.



Figure 4: Full length view of the John Deere GX21785 blade, showing its overall shape and dimensions.

What's in the Box:

One (1) John Deere GX21785 High-Lift Mower Blade.

Note: Many mower decks, especially 48-inch decks, require three blades for complete replacement. This product includes
a single blade. Please verify the quantity needed for your specific mower model.

4. INSTALLATION (BLADE REPLACEMENT)

Replacing mower blades requires careful attention to safety and proper procedure. Always refer to your
specific John Deere mower's operator manual for detailed instructions and safety warnings.

General Steps:

1. Prepare the Mower: Park the mower on a flat, stable surface. Engage the parking brake. Disconnect
the spark plug wire(s) or remove the battery to prevent accidental engine starting.

2. Access the Blades: Depending on your mower model, you may need to raise the deck, remove the
deck from the tractor, or tilt the mower onto its side (ensure the carburetor side is up to prevent
fuel/oil leaks).

3. Remove Old Blades: Wear heavy-duty gloves. Use a block of wood or a blade removal tool to



prevent the blade from turning. Use a wrench or socket to loosen and remove the blade bolt. Note
the orientation of the old blade for correct installation of the new blade.

4. Inspect Components: Examine the blade spindle, washers, and bolts for wear or damage. Replace
any worn components. Clean any grass or debris from the spindle area.

5. Install New Blades: Position the new GX21785 blade onto the spindle, ensuring the cutting edge is
facing the correct direction (typically towards the direction of rotation, with the high-lift wing pointing
upwards towards the deck). Secure it with the blade bolt and washer(s).

6. Tighten Blade Bolts: Tighten the blade bolt to the torque specification provided in your mower's
operator manual. Overtightening or undertightening can cause issues.

7. Reassemble and Test: Reattach the mower deck (if removed) and reconnect the spark plug wire(s)
or battery. Start the mower and listen for any unusual noises or vibrations. If present, immediately
shut off the mower and re-check blade installation.

5. OPERATING CONSIDERATIONS

The John Deere GX21785 High-Lift Mower Blade is designed for optimal performance in conditions where
grass bagging is desired. The high-lift design creates increased airflow, which helps to stand grass blades
upright for a cleaner cut and improves the vacuum effect for more efficient collection of clippings into a
bagger system.
Ensure your mower deck is properly leveled and the cutting height is adjusted according to grass
conditions for the best results.

6. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance of your mower blades is crucial for cut quality and safety.

Inspection: Before each use, inspect blades for sharpness, bends, cracks, or excessive wear.
Replace blades that are bent, cracked, or severely worn.

Cleaning: After each use, clean grass clippings and debris from the underside of the mower deck
and the blades. This prevents buildup that can affect performance and balance.

Sharpening: Sharpen blades regularly to maintain a clean cut. A dull blade tears grass, leading to an
unhealthy lawn. When sharpening, ensure the blade remains balanced. An unbalanced blade can
cause excessive vibration and damage to the mower. If you are unsure how to sharpen a blade
correctly, consult a professional.

Replacement: Replace blades when they become too worn, damaged, or cannot be sharpened
effectively. The GX21785 is an OEM part, ensuring proper fit and performance.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you experience issues with your mower's cutting performance, consider the following:

Poor Cut Quality (Ragged Edges):

Blades are dull and need sharpening or replacement.

Mower deck is not level.

Cutting too much grass at once.

Excessive Vibration:

Blade is bent or damaged.

Blade is unbalanced after sharpening.



Blade is not properly tightened to the spindle.

Debris buildup on the blade or spindle.

Ineffective Bagging:

Blades are dull.

Grass is too wet or too tall.

Bagger chute is clogged.

This high-lift blade is specifically designed for bagging; ensure it is installed correctly.

For persistent issues, consult your mower's operator manual or contact a certified John Deere service
technician.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Model Number GX21785

Type High-Lift Mower Blade (Bagging)

Length 16.929 inches

Width 2.500 inches

Thickness 0.187 inches

Wing Height 1.381 inches

Center Hole Size 0.883 inches (Star-shaped)

Cut Length 3.740 inches

Material 10B38F

Finish A

Item Weight 2.6 pounds

Product Dimensions 18 x 4 x 4 inches (approximate packaging)

9. COMPATIBLE JOHN DEERE MODELS

The GX21785 High-Lift Mower Blade is compatible with the following John Deere lawn tractor models,
typically those equipped with a 48-inch mower deck:

145

155C

D140

D150

D155

D160

E140



E150

E160

E170

L120

LA130

LA140

LA145

LA165

S140

S160

S170

X105

X140

X165

X166

Z245

Z255

Z355E

Always verify compatibility with your specific mower model and deck size before purchasing and installing
replacement blades.

10. IMPORTANT NOTES

This product is a single John Deere GX21785 High-Lift Mower Blade. Many John Deere mower decks,
particularly 48-inch decks, require a set of three blades for a complete replacement. Please ensure you
purchase the correct quantity needed for your specific mower model and deck configuration.
For further assistance or genuine John Deere parts, please visit the official John Deere website or an
authorized dealer.
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