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KORG VOLCAKEYS

Korg Volca Keys Analogue Loop Synthesizer User Manual
Model: VOLCAKEYS

Brand: KORG

1. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Korg Volca Keys is a compact and portable analog synthesizer designed for creating a wide range of sounds, from
classic analog tones to complex patterns. It features a simple yet powerful interface, making it accessible for both
beginners and experienced musicians.

Compact and Portable: Lightweight design with 27 touch-sensitive keys, ideal for on-the-go music creation or small
studio setups.

Three-Voice Polyphony: Capable of playing chords and layered sounds for rich sonic textures.

Built-in 16-Step Sequencer: Create and store complex melodic and rhythmic patterns with motion sequencing
capabilities.

Classic Analog Tones: Authentic analog sound engine with versatile modulation and delay effects.

Flexible Power Options: Operates on batteries for portability or via an optional AC adapter for extended use.

Connectivity: Includes MIDI input for integration with other devices and sync capabilities with other Korg Volca
series units.
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Figure 1: Front view of the Korg Volca Keys synthesizer.

2. SETUP

2.1 Powering the Unit

The Volca Keys can be powered by either AA batteries or an optional 9V DC power adapter (not included).

Battery Installation: Open the battery compartment on the bottom of the unit. Insert 6 AA batteries, ensuring
correct polarity.

AC Adapter: If using an AC adapter, connect it to the DC 9V input jack on the rear panel.

2.2 Initial Connections

Before operation, connect your Volca Keys to an audio output device such as headphones, an amplifier, or a mixer.

Audio Output: Connect headphones or an audio cable to the 3.5mm stereo mini-jack output.

MIDI Input: For external control, connect a MIDI cable from your MIDI controller or DAW to the MIDI IN port.

Sync In/Out: Use the Sync In/Out jacks to synchronize the Volca Keys with other Volca series units or compatible
devices.

3. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

3.1 Controls and Interface Overview

The Volca Keys features a clearly laid out control panel. Familiarize yourself with the main sections:



Figure 2: Top-down view of the Korg Volca Keys control panel.

VCO (Voltage Controlled Oscillator) Section: Controls the core sound generation.

Poly: Selects voice modes (Poly, Unison, Octave, Fifth, Ring).

Detune: Adjusts the pitch difference between oscillators in Unison mode.

Portamento: Controls the glide time between notes.

VCF (Voltage Controlled Filter) Section: Shapes the timbre of the sound.

Cutoff: Sets the filter's cutoff frequency.

Peak: Adjusts the filter resonance.

EG Int: Controls the envelope generator's intensity on the filter.

LFO (Low Frequency Oscillator) Section: Adds modulation to various parameters.

Rate: Adjusts the LFO speed.

Pitch Int: Controls LFO intensity on pitch.

Cutoff Int: Controls LFO intensity on filter cutoff.

EG (Envelope Generator) Section: Defines the sound's amplitude over time.

Attack: Controls the time it takes for the sound to reach its peak volume.

Decay/Release: Controls the decay time after the attack and the release time after the key is released.

Sustain: Controls the level the sound holds while a key is pressed.

Delay Section: Adds an echo effect to the sound.

Time: Adjusts the delay time.

Feedback: Controls the number of repeats.

Global Controls:



Volume: Master output level.

Tempo: Controls the sequencer playback speed.

Memory: Accesses saved patterns.

Func: Activates secondary functions of keys and knobs.

Keyboard/Sequencer Section:

Touch Keyboard: Play notes directly.

Step Buttons (1-16): Used for step sequencing and selecting various functions.

Motion Sequence: Records knob movements into the sequence.

3.2 Basic Operation

To begin, ensure the unit is powered on. The built-in speaker allows for immediate sound output.

Playing Notes: Use the touch-sensitive keyboard to play notes. Adjust the OCTAVE knob to change the pitch
range.

Sound Sculpting: Experiment with the VCO, VCF, LFO, and EG knobs to create different sounds.

Adding Delay: Use the TIME and FEEDBACK knobs in the DELAY section to add an echo effect.

3.3 Sequencer Operation

The 16-step sequencer allows you to record and play back musical phrases.

Recording a Pattern:

1. Press the REC button (located above the WRITE button). The button will light up.

2. Play notes on the touch keyboard. Each note played will be recorded as a step.

3. Press REC again to stop recording.

Playing a Pattern: Press the PLAY button (located above the MEMORY button).

Motion Sequence Recording: While recording or playing a pattern, turn any knob to record its movements into the
sequence. This adds dynamic changes to your sound.

Saving a Pattern:

1. Hold the FUNC button.

2. Press the WRITE button.

3. Select a memory slot (M1-M8) using the corresponding step button. The button will flash, then light solid when
saved.

Loading a Pattern:

1. Hold the FUNC button.

2. Press the MEMORY button.

3. Select a memory slot (M1-M8) using the corresponding step button.



Figure 3: Hands-on interaction with the Volca Keys.

3.4 Voice Modes

The Volca Keys offers several voice modes to alter its sonic character:

Poly: Standard polyphonic mode, allowing multiple notes to be played simultaneously.

Unison: All three oscillators play the same note, creating a thick, powerful sound. Use the DETUNE knob to spread
the oscillators.

Octave: Oscillators are layered in octaves.

Fifth: Oscillators are layered with a perfect fifth interval.

Ring: Activates ring modulation for metallic or bell-like tones.

3.5 Synchronization and MIDI

The Volca Keys can be integrated into a larger setup:

Sync: Connect the SYNC OUT of one Volca unit to the SYNC IN of another to synchronize their tempos and
sequencers.

MIDI: Use the MIDI IN port to control the Volca Keys from an external MIDI keyboard, sequencer, or computer. This
allows for more precise note input and parameter control.

3.6 Official Product Video

Your browser does not support the video tag.

Video 1: An official product video demonstrating the Korg Volca Keys (VOLCAKEYS) synthesizer's features and sound capabilities.

4. MAINTENANCE



Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to clean the unit. Avoid abrasive cleaners or solvents.

Battery Care: Remove batteries if the unit will not be used for an extended period to prevent leakage.

Storage: Store the Volca Keys in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING

Problem Possible Cause Solution

No sound
output.

Volume too low, headphones/speakers not
connected, batteries dead, or unit not powered on.

Increase volume, check connections, replace
batteries, ensure power is on.

Sequencer
not playing.

No pattern recorded, tempo set to zero, or in an
incorrect mode.

Record a pattern, adjust tempo, ensure PLAY
mode is active.

MIDI control
not working.

Incorrect MIDI channel, cable issue, or external
device not sending MIDI data.

Verify MIDI channel settings, check MIDI cable,
ensure external device is transmitting.

Unit behaves
erratically.

Low battery power or temporary software glitch.
Replace batteries. Try turning the unit off and on
again.

If problems persist, consult the official Korg support resources.

6. SPECIFICATIONS

Model Name: VOLCAKEYS

Manufacturer: Korg

Dimensions (L x W x H): 8 x 5 x 2 inches (approx.)

Item Weight: 1 pound (approx.)

Body Material: Alloy Steel

Color: Black

Number of Keyboard Keys: 27

Power Source: Battery Powered (6 AA batteries included) or optional 9V DC adapter

Connectivity: MIDI IN, Sync IN/OUT, Audio Out (3.5mm stereo mini-jack)

7. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Korg products are designed for reliability and performance. For detailed warranty information specific to your region and
product, please refer to the warranty card included with your purchase or visit the official Korg website.

For technical support, FAQs, and additional resources, please visit the Korg official support page:

Korg Official Support

© 2024 KORG Inc. All rights reserved. Product specifications are subject to change without notice.

Documents - KORG – VOLCAKEYS

https://www.korg.com/us/support/


[pdf] User Manual Catalog 
volca keys MIDI Implementation chart E 1 KORG INC Information 515400 Volca Keys Synthesizer Korg

Chart KRVOLCAKEYS 4017269275083 Date 2013 06 10 Ver 02 Model *1 Song Position *2 Command

Program Memorized Analogue Loop Synth PORTAMENTO EXPRESSION *3 VOICE OCTAVE DETUNE

VCO EG INT CUTOFF VCF LFO RATE PITCH information korg synthesizer USA volcakeys 51688844

25267 KorgVolcaKeysMIDIImplementationChart informatie 1444140 asset conrad media10 add 160267

c1 en 000515400IN02 i Support cdn petec ch documents2 4 8 fullcompass common files 80 kraftmusic

media ownersmanual aadl org catalog guides 

Analogue Loop Synth Model: volca keys Function MIDI Implementation Chart
Transmitted Recognized Date : 2013. 06. 10 Ver.: 1.02 Remarks Basic Channel Mode
Default Changed Memorized Messages Altered 1 16 1 16 3 Memorized Note Number:
True Voice 0 127 0 127 Velocity Note On Note O 9n...
lang:en score:19 filesize: 205.77 K page_count: 1 document date: 2013-06-18

[pdf] 
korg de produkte synthesizer volcakeys produktinfo v Holzgartner Annett Information 515400 KORG

Volca Keys Synthesizer Conrad e B2B on line SLO Trgovina za podjetja! Bedienungsanleitung

information volca keys asset conrad media10 add 160267 c1 000515400IN01 ||| 

Produktinformationen KORG volca keys volca keys Analoger Loop-Synth Cooler und
extrem kompakter Analog-Synth mit polyphoner Sound Engine und flexiblem Loop
Sequencer Dieser kompakte Lead Synth mit 27 Tasten und der Filtersektion des
legendren miniKORG700S 1974 basiert auf KORGs 50-jhriger Erfahr...
lang:de score:18 filesize: 137.67 K page_count: 4 document date: 2014-12-11

[pdf] Catalog 
294 DRUM MACINES AND SAMPLERS Full Compass Follow Us ARTURIA SpARk And LE dRUm

mAchInES These instruments com bine the sounds workflow and creative tools of Spark Engine software

with an intuitive con music16 drum smplrs fullcompass s catalog ss14 ||| 

294 Drum Machines and Samplers NEW VT3 SYSTEM-1 Tr8 TB3 ROLAND AIRA
SYNTHESIZERS Enter the AIRA ... ......... Analog drum
synth/sequencer.......................................................149.99 VOLCAKEYS................
Analog lead synth with loop sequencer........................................
lang:en score:18 filesize: 862.21 K page_count: 1 document date: 2014-03-27

https://manuals.plus/m/7dae9162ed7545f2c6fac3b301bb140ff1342169ba1da7ac9d960fd08863d38c
https://manuals.plus/m/7dae9162ed7545f2c6fac3b301bb140ff1342169ba1da7ac9d960fd08863d38c
https://manuals.plus/m/5c764fa135665217047f794be11a34ba3c848391a01dc8a98ad2cf8f7d9802be
https://manuals.plus/m/5c764fa135665217047f794be11a34ba3c848391a01dc8a98ad2cf8f7d9802be
https://manuals.plus/m/d68c6ca4a3a6504ae3b18245e1e7a31a283544d3f19ca493da6338252102ad38
https://manuals.plus/m/d68c6ca4a3a6504ae3b18245e1e7a31a283544d3f19ca493da6338252102ad38


[pdf] Catalog 
music16 drum smplrs fullcompass s catalog fw14 ||| 

298 Drum Machines and Samplers VT3 SYSTEM-1 Tr8 TB3 ROLAND AIRA
SYNTHESIZERS Enter the AIRA - a ... ......... Analog drum
synth/sequencer.......................................................149.99 VOLCAKEYS................
Analog lead synth with loop sequencer........................................
lang:en score:17 filesize: 893.44 K page_count: 1 document date: 2014-09-05

[pdf] User Manual Owner's Manual Catalog 
Download VOX Amplification USA AC15C1 User Manual musical instruments fullcompass s catalog ss14

||| 

238 electric guitars FENDER STARCASTER Offset thinline semi-hollowbody guitar
with binding Lamin ... ......... Analog drum
synth/sequencer.......................................................149.99 VOLCAKEYS................
Analog lead synth with loop sequencer........................................
lang:en score:16 filesize: 25.33 M page_count: 70 document date: 2014-03-28

[pdf] 
Decksaver���� 2021�11������ ������������������ �����������Decksaver Serato Studio Dirigent Decksaver lineup

20211101 dirigent jp decksaver products list 2021 11 wpdmdl 124925 refresh 637cb1101f23a1669116176

||| 

DECKSAVER https://dirigent.jp/decksaver/ CDJ DJ Denon DJ Rane Reloop Stanton
Vestax Denon DJ Denon DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer
DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ
Akai Pro Allen Heath Allen Heath Denon DJ Denon DJ Deno...
lang:af score:15 filesize: 163.73 K page_count: 3 document date: 2021-10-28

https://manuals.plus/m/32cf9805cb351c7e697111772982c1380b405d49616ffab8e35d4744601c1eef
https://manuals.plus/m/32cf9805cb351c7e697111772982c1380b405d49616ffab8e35d4744601c1eef
https://manuals.plus/m/49f81b8aaf397351354bba1787df5bfa400c13a1891b5f5e909bda4997a40907
https://manuals.plus/m/49f81b8aaf397351354bba1787df5bfa400c13a1891b5f5e909bda4997a40907
https://manuals.plus/m/74fedcf55d2fcaca7d12de5eca7cc2b744189a24de2147a7d94672094e2bc39c
https://manuals.plus/m/74fedcf55d2fcaca7d12de5eca7cc2b744189a24de2147a7d94672094e2bc39c


[pdf] 
Decksaver���� Teenage Engineering TX 6� Dirigent Decksaver product list 202303 dirigent jp decksaver

products wpdmdl 100417 refresh 64267f64a75f31680244580 ||| 

DECKSAVER https://dirigent.jp/decksaver/ CDJ DJ Denon DJ Rane Reloop Stanton
Vestax Denon DJ Denon DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer
DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ
Akai Pro Allen Heath Denon DJ Denon DJ Denon DJ Denon DJ ...
lang:i-klingon score:15 filesize: 183.08 K page_count: 4 document date: 0000-00-00

[pdf] 
Decksaver���� 2022�8� ������������������ Decksaver����� Dirigent Decksaver product list 202208 rev3 dirigent jp

decksaver products wpdmdl 100417 refresh 637c87f7dee3f1669105655 ||| 

DECKSAVER https://dirigent.jp/decksaver/ CDJ DJ Denon DJ Rane Reloop Stanton
Vestax Denon DJ Denon DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer
DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ
Akai Pro Allen Heath Denon DJ Denon DJ Denon DJ Denon DJ ...
lang:i-klingon score:15 filesize: 180.84 K page_count: 4 document date: 2022-08-05

[pdf] 
Decksaver���� Pioneer DJ DDJ REV5 Dirigent ������ Decksaver product list 202403 dirigent jp decksaver

products wpdmdl 100417 refresh 660d43ef78f5b1712145391 ||| 

DECKSAVER https://dirigent.jp/decksaver/ CDJ DJ Denon DJ Rane Reloop Stanton
Vestax Denon DJ Denon DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer
DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ
Akai Pro Allen Heath Denon DJ Denon DJ Denon DJ Denon DJ ...
lang:nl score:14 filesize: 203.95 K page_count: 5 document date: 0000-00-00

https://manuals.plus/m/c68e456d0b3f471aa41418b57b392b57dfb0be7b52c9954639ed4e5185e9bc12
https://manuals.plus/m/c68e456d0b3f471aa41418b57b392b57dfb0be7b52c9954639ed4e5185e9bc12
https://manuals.plus/m/a584ba95d8501aa99fa40b10b84910f5700d9840f221849e4ee4e24d39031e18
https://manuals.plus/m/a584ba95d8501aa99fa40b10b84910f5700d9840f221849e4ee4e24d39031e18
https://manuals.plus/m/72911fdc603c234c7a6712b08e51c9da33e71405689515cf1bcb2e6bd0dfffd9
https://manuals.plus/m/72911fdc603c234c7a6712b08e51c9da33e71405689515cf1bcb2e6bd0dfffd9


[pdf] 
Decksaver���� 2023�5� ������������������ Yamaha Reface� Dirigent Decksaver product list 202305 dirigent jp

decksaver products wpdmdl 100417 refresh 6465737985d041684370297 ||| 

DECKSAVER https://dirigent.jp/decksaver/ CDJ DJ Denon DJ Rane Reloop Stanton
Vestax Denon DJ Denon DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer
DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ
Akai Pro Allen Heath Denon DJ Denon DJ Denon DJ Denon DJ ...
lang:i-klingon score:14 filesize: 201.04 K page_count: 5 document date: 2023-05-18

[pdf] 
Decksaver���� Dreadbox Hades Erebus� Dirigent Decksaver product list 202309 dirigent jp decksaver

products wpdmdl 100417 refresh 6510c43a57d241695597626 ||| 

DECKSAVER https://dirigent.jp/decksaver/ CDJ DJ Denon DJ Rane Reloop Stanton
Vestax Denon DJ Denon DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer
DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ
Akai Pro Allen Heath Denon DJ Denon DJ Denon DJ Denon DJ ...
lang:nl score:14 filesize: 202.13 K page_count: 5 document date: 0000-00-00

[pdf] 
Decksaver���� 2024�7� ������������������ Native Instruments Traktor X1 MK3� Dirigent ������ Decksaver product

list 202407 dirigent jp decksaver products wpdmdl 100417 refresh 66eb98c1463201726716097 ||| 

DECKSAVER https://dirigent.jp/decksaver/ Denon DJ Rane Reloop Stanton Vestax
DS-PC-VL12 DS-PC-RANE12MK2 DS-PC-RPTURNTABLE DS-PC-STR8ST150 DS-
PC-PDXTURNTABLE CDJ DJ Denon DJ Denon DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer
DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer DJ Pioneer ...
lang:nl score:14 filesize: 215.73 K page_count: 5 document date: 2024-07-12

https://manuals.plus/m/c345516dc76c2d8a393e672d57564d5dba7fef1522504f8806764ab19cd038a8
https://manuals.plus/m/c345516dc76c2d8a393e672d57564d5dba7fef1522504f8806764ab19cd038a8
https://manuals.plus/m/abab77b6a9f863f5892da9db3140b683bb35d2a8d19466d9e5a218a5360cd6ed
https://manuals.plus/m/abab77b6a9f863f5892da9db3140b683bb35d2a8d19466d9e5a218a5360cd6ed
https://manuals.plus/m/3458bf2168ce06e7bf852cf4f9ce7dc6d011160563d055a883f4a1f80c967f0e
https://manuals.plus/m/3458bf2168ce06e7bf852cf4f9ce7dc6d011160563d055a883f4a1f80c967f0e

	KORG VOLCAKEYS
	Korg Volca Keys Analogue Loop Synthesizer User Manual
	1. Product Overview
	2. Setup
	2.1 Powering the Unit
	2.2 Initial Connections

	3. Operating Instructions
	3.1 Controls and Interface Overview
	3.2 Basic Operation
	3.3 Sequencer Operation
	3.4 Voice Modes
	3.5 Synchronization and MIDI
	3.6 Official Product Video

	4. Maintenance
	5. Troubleshooting
	6. Specifications
	7. Warranty and Support


