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Pro-Ject RM 1.3 Turntable User Manual
Model: RM 1.3 | Brand: Pro-Ject

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential instructions for the setup, operation, and maintenance of your Pro-Ject RM 1.3 Turntable.
Please read it thoroughly before use to ensure proper functionality and longevity of your device.

PACKAGE CONTENTS

Before proceeding with the setup, please verify that all components are present:

Pro-Ject RM 1.3 Turntable Unit

Platter

Drive Belt

Outboard 15V AC Motor

Power Supply

Sumiko Pearl Cartridge (pre-installed or separate)

Removable RCA Cables

Counterweight

Anti-skating Weight

Stylus Pressure Gauge

SETUP INSTRUCTIONS

Follow these steps carefully to set up your turntable:

1. Unpacking: Carefully remove all components from the packaging. Retain packaging for future transport.

2. Platter Installation: Place the platter onto the central spindle. Ensure it sits securely and rotates freely.

3. Motor Placement: Position the outboard motor unit next to the turntable chassis. The motor pulley should align with
the outer rim of the platter.

4. Drive Belt Installation: Gently stretch the drive belt around the motor pulley and the outer rim of the platter. Ensure
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the belt is not twisted.

5. Cartridge Installation (if not pre-installed): If your Sumiko Pearl cartridge is not pre-installed, carefully attach it to
the tonearm headshell using the provided screws. Ensure correct alignment.

6. Counterweight Adjustment: Slide the counterweight onto the rear of the tonearm. Adjust it until the tonearm floats
horizontally. Then, set the tracking force according to the cartridge manufacturer's recommendations (typically 1.8g
for Sumiko Pearl). Use a stylus pressure gauge for accuracy.

7. Anti-skating Adjustment: Attach the anti-skating weight to the tonearm's anti-skating mechanism. Adjust the
setting to match the tracking force.

8. Connecting to Amplifier: Connect the removable RCA cables from the turntable's output to the "Phono" input of
your amplifier or a dedicated phono preamplifier. Ensure the ground wire is connected between the turntable and
your amplifier/preamplifier to minimize hum.

Figure 1: Top view of the Pro-Ject RM 1.3 Turntable, illustrating the platter, outboard motor, and tonearm assembly. This image shows the
general layout for component placement.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

1. Power On: Connect the power supply to the motor unit and a wall outlet. Press the power button on the motor unit
to start the platter rotation.

2. Select Speed: Most turntables offer 33 1/3 RPM and 45 RPM. Ensure the correct speed is selected for your record.
(Refer to motor unit for speed selection mechanism, typically a switch or belt position change).



3. Place Record: Carefully place your vinyl record onto the platter.

4. Lower Tonearm: Gently lift the tonearm using the cueing lever. Position the stylus over the desired track on the
record. Slowly lower the cueing lever to allow the stylus to descend onto the record groove.

5. Playback: The record will now play. Adjust the volume on your amplifier.

6. Stopping Playback: At the end of the record, or when you wish to stop, use the cueing lever to lift the tonearm from
the record. Return the tonearm to its rest and secure it. Press the power button on the motor unit to stop the platter.

MAINTENANCE

Record Cleaning: Regularly clean your vinyl records using a dedicated record brush or cleaning solution to remove
dust and static.

Stylus Care: Use a soft stylus brush to gently clean the stylus tip before and after each play. Brush from back to
front. Avoid touching the stylus with your fingers.

Turntable Cleaning: Wipe the turntable chassis and platter with a soft, dry, lint-free cloth. Avoid abrasive cleaners
or solvents.

Belt Inspection: Periodically check the drive belt for wear or stretching. Replace if necessary to maintain accurate
playback speed.

TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your turntable, refer to the following common problems and solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

No power
/ Platter
not
spinning

Power cable
disconnected; faulty
power supply/motor;
power outlet issue.

Ensure power cable is securely connected. Test the power outlet with another
device. If the issue persists, contact support.

Humming
or
buzzing
sound

Ground wire not
connected; proximity to
other electronics; faulty
cabling; internal wiring
issue.

Ensure the ground wire is securely connected between the turntable and
amplifier/preamplifier. Move the turntable away from other electronic devices.
Check RCA cables for damage. If hum persists, it may indicate an internal
grounding issue requiring professional service.

Distorted
sound /
Skipping

Incorrect tracking force;
worn or dirty stylus;
damaged record;
incorrect anti-skating.

Re-adjust tracking force and anti-skating. Clean the stylus. Inspect the record
for damage. Replace stylus if worn.

Incorrect
playback
speed

Incorrect speed selection;
worn or stretched drive
belt.

Verify the correct speed setting. Inspect and replace the drive belt if it appears
worn or loose.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Brand Pro-Ject



Model RM 1.3

Product Dimensions 15 x 4.33 x 13.78 inches

Item Weight 11.15 pounds

Included Components Sumiko Pearl Cartridge, removable RCA cables

Motor Type AC Motor

Signal Format Analog

Voltage 15 Volts (AC)

Color Black

Feature Detail

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information, please refer to the documentation provided with your purchase or visit the official Pro-Ject
website. For technical support or service inquiries, please contact your authorized Pro-Ject dealer or the manufacturer's
customer service department.
Keep your proof of purchase for warranty claims.

© 2023 Pro-Ject. All rights reserved.

Related Documents - RM 1.3

Pro-Ject Phono Cartridge and Stylus Care Guide
Learn how to care for your Pro-Ject phono cartridge, including stylus cleaning, record cleaning with
Pro-Ject Brush-it, and stylus replacement. This guide covers the essential parts of a phono
cartridge and provides instructions for maintenance.

Pro-Ject X8 B Turntable: Instructions for Use, Setup, and Specifications
Comprehensive guide for the Pro-Ject X8 B turntable, covering setup, installation, operation,
maintenance, technical specifications, troubleshooting, and warranty information.
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Pro-Ject Align it: Operating Manual for Cartridge Alignment Tool
Comprehensive guide to using the Pro-Ject Align it cartridge alignment tool for precise tonearm
setup and optimal audio performance.

Pro-Ject T1, T1 Phono SB, T1 BT Turntable User Manual & Setup Guide
Comprehensive instructions for setting up, operating, and maintaining your Pro-Ject T1, T1 Phono
SB, and T1 BT turntables. Includes technical specifications, troubleshooting, and warranty
information.

Pro-Ject X8 Turntable: Instructions for Use and Setup Guide
Comprehensive instructions for setting up, operating, and maintaining the Pro-Ject X8 turntable,
including technical specifications, safety guidelines, and troubleshooting tips.

Pro-Ject Xtension 9 Evolution Turntable: User Manual and Setup Guide
Comprehensive instructions for setting up, operating, and maintaining the Pro-Ject Xtension 9
Evolution turntable. Includes detailed guides on cartridge installation, tonearm adjustments, and
troubleshooting.
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